police guard Orient House 

•.OCtjUPIED JERUSALEM (A^) — Hundreds of Israeli nniin^ 
“B poaifions guarding *e Palesrioe Uberation Oreanis- 
doo (FLO) neadquancR in Jerusatem to prevent dashes with Jewish 
settfari^ phoned u> protest the PLO's presence. Police rejected a 
request Qom sealers to stage a laigcoscale protest after two Israelis 
were shot to death in the occupied West Bank last week in an 
daTmed^ mlitants. IsraePs supreme court upheld the right of 

toMtheuzeoftbedemoastraij(mioabout25peo^ 
prot^:was the Oriwt Hoim. scat of the PLO leaders who are 
drawing up plans for Palestinian self.rule once Israel withdraws from 
leridio^ the Gaza Stnp under the Israel-PLO accord signed Sept 
13. Setder spokesman Sbai Bazak said the court dedrion wk 
hiffaieiKxd by police ioteUigence that there was a posstbmiy that Arabs 
w®*** “■ «tremist Jews would try to damaee 

the PLO building. ' ^ 
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King receives British 
MP 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Maj^ King Hassein Tuesday 
. : received at. the . Royal Court 
“ Ir meinber of the British House 
of -^mtDioiis Grevil Janner 
sAo arrived in Amman Mon- 
day on a sieveral-day visit to- 
.. • Jordan. Kiqg Hussein and the 
British pariiamentarian discns- 
sed T^Son^ and international 
' J issues and the latest develop- 
',\t ments in tte Middle East peatt 
proceiss. 

' ^ Libya's exiled prince 
slams regime 

AMMAN (R) — Libya's ex- 
C' 3ed crown prince said on Tues- 
'' V. day be believed the Tripoli 
eovenunoit was behind the 
oisappeazMce of fbnner Li- 
byan foie^ Minister Mansour 
. ; ' ^ Kjkhia in Cairo two weeks ago. 

"Kikhia*s disappearance in 
' ' ‘ such a brutal, way will certainly 

' prod us to increase our solidar- 

ity to bring down the (Lib^) 
' s'! : regime.” Mohammad A1 Has- 

; •"tT; san Al Rida A1 Sanusi said hi 
an hitennew^ But Sanusi, a 
31-yeatK)ld member of Libj^a’s 
former roliag family who him- 
*' 1.^ self went into exile in 1988, 

• he bad no proof. 

' PKK denies rumours 

of Ocalan killing 

ANKARA (AFP) — The lead- 
er of the separatist Kurdish 
. Labour Party (PKK), Abdui- 

lah Ocalan, was rumoured 
.Afni here Tuesday to have b^n 

murdered in Syria, bis country 
of residence, rat a spokesman 
for the rebel leader dismissed 
the reports. Interior blister 
. ^ Nahil Merited in a tele- 
phone H^raew strf fe 

. ■' televnira that iepbrn that Mr. 

' ^ ' Ocalan mi^t have been IdUbcl 
. or wounded bad readied Ank- 
ara, but it bad not yet 
been possible to coniinn the 

• /I' , truth of tiipm. 

' 77,000 Jews went 

to Isi^a^ in 1993 

TEL AViV (AFP) — About 
77J0Q0 immigrants settled in 
Israel during 1993, almost the 
same immbCT as the previous 
year, the Jewish Agency 
‘ '.I aimouiiced bn Tuesday. Sim- 
dia Dinitz, head of the para- 
governmental body, said 
65,000 of the newcomers were 
from die foimer Soviet Union, 

" vdiereanotiier 1.4 miDion Jews 

still Kve. La^ yw saw 76,500 
' arrivals. Mr. Dinitz predicted 
' in a ' statement that another 
S00,(XX) Jews would arrive in 
Israd by the yev 2000, '^IfiU- 
ing the Zionist dream" of 
piuhiiig the Israeli population 
I >* beyond six million people. 

'"Israel at the end of the pre- 
.. - sent decade would become the 
, largest cohcentration of Jews 

- in the world,” he said. 

' FIS to continue 
^ armed struggle 

' PARIS (AFP) — The undcr- 
Is groui^ leade^p of Algerian 
Islamic fundamentalists called 
for continued armed struggle 
TK against the country's military- 
tmked government in a com- 

- , nmnique received here Thesr 
- ' ^ day, The omnmuiiique, dated 

\ Die, 22, was s^ied by Abdul 
Razak Radjam, information 
dnef of the Idamic Salvation 
' Front (FIS). .Mr. Radjam has 
been in iiidifig in Al^ria for 
' tire piM two yeais. The com- 
' muniqtie app^jed to be a re- 
• ' i sponsb to government calls for 

V Islaimc leaders to take part in 
rwgotiatibni to resolve the cri- 
^ provoked by the cancella- 

. . tion of Ipp^tive etections 

that the HS appeared set to 
win two years ago. Mr. Rad- 
^ jam called .on **^hters to con- 
tinue their jihad (holy war), for 
, God has prnni^ victory to 
the latioit-M the jihad and 
.r". paraiSse ftvthe martyis of the 

jihad.” V 

75 Journalists died 
viol^tdeathsin’93 

; BRU^EU(R)_AtIeasc75 
. JonmalistsweR killed while on 

V assignnieBit.in 1993, the Inter- 
' i> ■ ^^P^-ftderatioo of Journal- 

• Describing 1993 

■ • v as One the bkKxfiest years 

■ ‘V 2" iFJ General 

SecietaryAklu White said in 
j a statenieat that his organisa- 
' .f hon hadjye^ed at least 75 
•' - Cases of violent 

; ■ “^f^sWbe;in hoirifying cir^ 

■ cuinaan^;;^ reporters, 


Self-rule talks 
inch ahead ; no 
word on course 


Tf 1 

•r1-: .1 
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CAIRO (Agendes) — Israel 
and the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) met for a 
second day Tuesday to try to 
break the deadlodc on issues 
that have delayed an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank area 
of Jericho. 

Israeli Environment VGnis- 
ter Yossi Sarid told rqx>rters 
tfaere might be some \rord on 
pro^ss later on Monday 
evening. 

”We -will stay here for as 
long as it tak^,” he said, 
emerging from the meetings in 
the upper floors of a Cairo 
hotel to. buy dgarettes at the 
bar. 

“We have pledged not to 
reveal a word, even half a 
word, about any progress, 
even half-progtess,” Mr. Sarid 
said. 

But he added: “We are in 
the middle Qf negotiations and 
we must be patient enou^ to 
wait as long as the evening 
time. In the evening time we 
will be much better informed 
about out progress.” 

Asked wh^er the talks 
would continue, he said: "‘As 
long as necessary. As long as 
our staying here is worthw^e, 
we will stay.” 

"T don't want to create ex- 
pectations, either too high or 
too low, because this is not 
belpfid,” he added, “^ce 
.^lytfaing & bbolung, I ‘haw 
not yet been able to taste it.’* 

Egypt there may be a 
bre^cthrou^ soon on Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 

**We hope they will be able 
to infonD us of t^r success at 
tbe end of the day,” said Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. 

“We hope they will finish 
today, otherwise toe two rides 
will continue the negotiations 
on Wednesday," M&. Musa 
told a press conference. 

New proposals had been 
presented by both sides, which 
may “enable tbe diflerences to 
be resolved," he said, follow- 
ing talks between his IsraeH 
counterpart Shimon Peres and 
Egypt's President Hosni 
Muh^k. 

The president was to meet 
the PLO delegation later Tues- 
day, on the second day of toe 
latest round of autonomy 
negotiations. 

Palestinian officials also re- 
fused to comment on toe prog- 
ress of the talks, whidi have 
readied an impasse over the 
boundaries for tbe Jeridio dis- 
trict, security for Jewish settle- 
ments in Gaa and con^l of 
international crossing points. 

^yptian diplomats said that 
by warning the talks could still 
take "two weeks or two 
months” Mr. Peres sent tbe 
PLO a clear message before 
they resumed that Israel would 
.not lose out if they proved 
fruitless. 

Mr. Peres later praised 
'Egypt, tbe only Arab state to 
have rigned peace with Israel, 
for its mediation role. 

“Egypt is not only the venue 
of the negotiations but it plays 
a role behind the scenes to 
fr filitaig ^ negotiations and 
narrow toe differences be- 
tween toe two parties,” he 


said. 

Mr. Peres also hinted that 
control of border crossings was 
still a major stumbling block. 
“Our.main concern is and will 
remain toe security of Israel,” 
be told reporters. 

Mr. Peres and the chief 
Palestinian negotiator, 
Mahmoud Abbas, signed toe 
breakthrough agreement in 
September, setting Dec. 13 as 
the deadline for Israel to start 
withdrawing from * Gaza and 
Jericho and give limited self- 
rule to the Pale^nians. 

The essence of toe disputes 
is toat Israel fears the PLO is 
interpreting self-rule as the 
start of an independent Palesti- 
nian state. 

Some PLO officials have be- 
gan to speak of the Israeli 
pullout from the overcrowded, 
poverty-stricken Gaza Strip 
and the Jericho area as a 
permanent witodrawal in line 
with United Nations Security 
Council Ri^lution 242. 

But toe September accord 
says only that Israel agrees to 
withdraw as part of a five-year, 
interim period of self-rule dur- 
ing which tile two rides will 
n^otiate a permanent settle- 
ment under tbe “land for 
peace*’ formula in Resolution 
242. 

Mr. Musa visited the hotel 
wtere the negotiations were 
under He declined. Ki- 
to repcnteis and it was 
not dear wbetiier he was going 
to see the Israelis Or toe 
Palestinians or both together. 

A source dose to toe talks 
said Egypt was playing an in- 
creasingly active role as 
mediator to try to help tbe two 
sides rescue toe historic peace 
agreement they signed only 
three months ago. 

Another source said earlier 
Israel had made new conces- 
sions on toe major issues but 
the Palestinians had not yet 
reqxinded. 

Accompanied by Mr. Sarid ' 
and deputy armed forces chief 
General Anmon Shahak, Mr. 
Peres met the PLO team led by 
Mr. Abbas. 

Tbe PLO team also induded 
dilef negotiator Nabil Shaato, 
economics department chief 
Ahmad Qouriea and informa- 
tion department diief Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. 

Cta Monday, the two sides 
met at the Egyptian foreign 
finnistry. 

Israeli radio said tiie Jewish 
state was re^ to double toe 
size of Jeridio from 27 square 
kilometres to around SO square 
kilometres. 

However, the PLO is still 
demanding 200 square 
folometres. 

Israeli-PLO talks in Nort^ 
and France before tbe Cairo 
meeting also foiled to break 
the derolock on the start of 
autonomy. 

Fariz appointed 
-director of JTV 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday appointed 
^id Fariz as assistant director 
general of Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation, and director ' 
of toe Jordan Satellite Chan- 
nel. 
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Pklestinian boys tiirow stones at Israeli soldiers in Pa«nrfi«h on Tuesday during a Fatdi day 
(officially Jan. 1) demoostratioD (AFP |riioto) 

Arafat said to expect Israeli 
withdrawal by mid-January 


DUBAI (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Oi^isation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat told 
Yemeni leaders he expects 
Israel to start withdrawing 
from tbe Gaza Strip and 
Jericho by mid-January, a 
Palestinian official said on 
Tuesday. 

“He (Arafat) believes the 
Israeli withdrawal could start 
by midJanuary and the imple- 
mentation of the (Sept. 13) 
accord would start.” the PLO’s 
Yemisn envoy, Yahia Rabah, 
told Reuteis 1^ telephone. 

He said Mr; Arafot. who 
arrived in Sanaa on Monday, 
briefed Yemeni leaders on the 
latest developments in the 
PLO-Israel talks and the diffi- 
culties still to be resolving. 

“The president (Arafat) 
hangs a lot of hope on the 
(Cairo) talks to resolve differ- 
ences and exit from the dead- 
lock to implement the agree- 
ment,” said Mr. Rabah, de- 
scribing Mr. Arafat's talks with 
Yemeni leaders. 

Israel and toe PLO con- 
tinued talks in Cairo Tuesday 
aimed at resolvingdispu'es de- 
laying toe Israeli witodrawal 
but a PLO negotiator there 
said toe gap between the two 
sides remained. 

Mr. Rabah said Mr. Arafat 
told Yemen's leaders he ex- 
pects “these obstades to be 
resolved in Cairo and that the 
implementation of the agree- 
ment will not be delayed l^too 
long.” 

Mr. Arafat explained the 
differences between the PLO 
and Israel “but efforts are con- 
tinuing” to resolve them, Mr. 
Rabah added. 

PLO negotiator Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo told Reuters in 
Cairo, “we exchanged our 
views and we did not start 
negotiating any compromise. 
The main thing is that we still 
feel that the gap is there.” 

The Israeli withdrawal which 
was due to start on Dec. 13 is 
being delayed by disputes over 
control of border crossings be- 
tween Egypt and Gaza and 
between Jordan and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

The two sides have yet to 
agree on toe size of the Jericho 
area and security arrangements 
for Jewish sealements in Gaza. 

Mr. Rabah said that Mr. 
Arafot stressed that control 
over border crossings was a 


mam Palestinian demand. “We 
(Palestinians) reg^ this issue 
to be of utmost importance,” 
Mr. Rabah added. 

Intensive private PLO-Israel 
talks in Norway and France in 
toe past few days have failed to 
break the deadlock and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
bluntly warned the PLO before 
heading to toe Cairo talks not 
to expect any Israeli conces- 
sions. 

“I hope very much that Ara- 
fot will climb down from his 
tree, because I am not bringing 
anything new," he told 
Yetooth Ahronotii newspaper. 

The official Yemeni news 
agency SABA said Mr. Arafot 
held talks with President AJi 
Abdullah Saleh and Vice- 


President All Salem Al Beedh, 
who have been in dispute since 
Aug^ over political and eco- 
nomic reforms in the county, 
the north and south of whito 
were united in May 1990. 

SABA quoted Mr. Arafat as 
saying tbe talks focussed on the 
“need to safeguard Yemeni 
unity.” 

In September Mr. Arafat 
made an abortive anempt to 
becondle the two Yemeni lead- 
ers. 

Mr. Beedh. a southerner, 
has said he will meet Mr. Saleb 
to resolve the crists only If tbe 
present agrees to grant more 
re^onal autraomy. 

(Continued <m 5) 



A Palestinian boy is arrested 
RamaOah on Ttoesday (AFt* 


after a ^oiie-tiirowiiic protest in 
photo) 


Russian Communists challenge Yeltsin’s charter 


MOSCOW (R) — A Com- 
munist Party deputy to the new 
Russian parliament accused 
authorities Tuesday of rigging 
the ballot in this month's re- 
ferendum on Prerident Boris 
Yeltsin's constitution. 

Signalling a renewed battle 
over Mr. Yeltsin's national 
charter when the new parlia- 
ment opens next month, the 
deputy, Viktor Ilyukhin, said 
his party would fight to get it 
redrawn. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s camp has de- 
clared victory in the Dec. 12 

n ie’s vote on a post-Soviet 
constitution toat will give 
the president sweeping powers 
over toe new legislature. 

But Mr. Ilyukhin, a colour- 
ful. fast-talking lawyer elected 
to the State .Duma (lower 
house) in parliamentary polls 
held on tbe same day, said 
there was evidence of distor- 


tion in the numbers said to 
have voted for the new charter 
— a document on which Mr. 
Yeltsin had staked his personal 
reputation. 

“There were forgeries in the 
number of voters, evidence of 
distortions. There is a huge 
inconsistency in the overall 
number of toe registered vo- 
ters,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Ilyukhin was clearly re- 
ferring to inconsistencies in the 
count arising from the number 
of invalid ballot papers cast in 
toe poll across the vast Russian 
Federation. 

The referendum on the draft 
constitution was decided by a 
straight majority of those who 
turned out — as opposed to a 
majority of toe electorate. Hie 
only pre-condition was that at 
ler^ SO per cent of the electo- 
rate took part in the process. 


Results issued by the central 
electoral commission showed 
overall turnout was 55.55 per 
cent of eligible voters and the 
“yes” vote was 57.44 per cent. 

“We can't accept a docu- 
ment which has been passed by 
less than one third of the vote. 
Two-third of toe voters either 
did not vote or voted against 
it,” Mr. Ilyukhin said. 

The Communist Party will 
be toe third largest single party 
in the Duma with about 50 
seats. It lies behind the ex- 
treme nationalist Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDPR) or 
Vladimir 2^irinovsky and the 
main pro-reform bloc, Russia's 
Choice. 

The communist electoral 
'Campaign was built round 
attacks on the constitution, de- 
scribing it as a “bonapartist” 
charter toat would hand Mr. 
Yeltrin dictatorial powers. 


Mr. Ilyukhin earned a repu- 
tation for controversy during 
the Kremlin rule of Mikhail 
Gorbachev when he opened a 
law suit against the then Soviet 
president for allowing the 
break-up of the Soviet Union. 

He was immediately sacked 
from his Job-in toe Soviet pro- 
secutor's office. 

Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyu^ov, speaking 
at toe same news conference, 
would not be drawn on which 
political partners his party 
would team up within the new 
parliament, saying it would 
cooperate with all constructive 
forces. 

Mr. Zyuganov had surpri- 
singly warm words for Mr. 
Zhirinovsky's LDP party 
saying it had “talented mana- 
gers, very clever journalists 
and highly-qualified lawyers.” 


But he was scathing about 
Russia's Choice, headed by 
radical economic chief Yegor 
Gaidar, dismissing it as a party 
which represent^ “only ex- 
ecutive power based on corpo- 
rate interest,” which was 
doomed to split. 

He said his party was still' 
waiting to hear from the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin about its 
economic programme and 
“proposals on how to pull the 
country out of crisis.” 

But he made clear he 
violently opposed Mr. Yelt- 
sin's determination to keep 
Mr. Gaidar, architect of most 
of the sweeping economic re- 
forms. in office. “Our altitude 
towards the pseudo-reforms, in 
office. “Our anitude towards 
thet pseudo-reformer has not 
changed...**, he said. 


Israeli planes and 
Hizbollah rockets in 
battle in S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Israeli war- 
planes on Tuesday blasted 
bases of Hitooilah, which hit 
back with a shower of rockets, 
as Israel pinned the blame on 
Syria for toe flare-up in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Israel launched seven raids 
on the Iqlim Al Tufoh heights 
and the western psut of the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Val- 
ley, both strongholds of Hiz- 
boUah guerrillas facing the 
Israeli-occupied "security 
zone." 

At least three people were 
wounded in the air strikes on 
the heights, southeast of the 
port dty of Sidon, according to 
poHce. But Hizbollah did not 
report any casualties in its 
ranks. 

Israeli forces in the “security 
zone” meanwhile fought a day- 
long artiUeiy duel wito Htzbol- 
lah. Guerrillas focused their 
rocket attacks on Maijayoun, 
vtoere the Israeli army is bead- 
quartered. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said earlier that the warplanes 
attacked “a training and depar- 
ture base used for Hizbollah 
operatiom in the Jabal Sail 
region.” All toe planes re- 
turned safely to base. 

Guerrillas fired 30 Katywba 
rockets and heavy calibre 
shells at Marjayoun, where 
Israel’s proxy militia, the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
also has its headquarters. 

The rockets and shells 
blasted huge craters in the 
town's main street, punctured 
a water main and damaged 
power lines. 

Panic-stricken residents 
sought shelter in basements. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, the armed wing of 
Hizbollah, clmroed respontibil- 


iiy for mortar attacks on SLA 
postions in Hula and Tallet Al 
Abbas, on toe border wito 
Israel. 

Katyushas also crashed into 
Aishiyeh in the central sector 
of the zone and Sojod on the 
edge of the buffer strip. 

Witnesses from a distance in 
Nabatiyeh said they saw dust 
and smoke shrouding the 
stricken targets after toe first 
two assaults. 

Newsmen and photo- 
graphers who tried to reach 
Mlita and Loweizeh were 
turned back by Hizbollah guer- 
rillas, loling' AK-47 assault 
rifles and shoulder-fired 
rocket-propelled grenades. 

Hitoollah claimed responsi- 
bility for the Katyusha attacks 
but made no mention of the 
casualties. 

“It is our undisputed right to 
use whatever weapons we 
deem necessary to fi^t the 
occupier of our land,” said 
Sheikh Nabil Kawook, Hizbol- 
lah's spokesman . 

Israeli and SLA gunners 
targeted the villages of 
Baiaasheet, Majdel Slim andi 
Shaqra on the outskirts of toe 
zone. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit-' 
zhak Rabin held Syria, which, 
has 35,000 troops in Lebanon, . 
responsible for the latest fi^t- - 
ing. 

“The Syrians can reduce ter-, 
rorist activity in southern 
Lebanon if they want, and they 
can do mnch to restore calm, 
but they don't." Mr. Rabin 
told reporters on a tour of the 
“security zone." 

Mr. Rabin repealed Israel’s 
contotional proposal to pull 
out of South Lebanon after a 
six-month period in which no 
attacks are made on its “secur- 
ity zone.** 


Iraq, U.N. to discuss 
embargo next month 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
and U.N. officials are to meet 
in New York in mid-Januapf 
for talks on the embargo in 
force gainst Iraq since 1990, 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz ski Tuesday. 

“The Iraqi ne^tiators will 
have several meetings in New 
York” with the U.N. commis- 
sion in charge of disarming 
post-war Iraq, Mr. Aziz said, 
quoted in Baghdad newspap- 
ers. 

He did not specify who 
would lead toe delegations, but 
said they would discuss “the 
possibility of lifting the embar- 
go” imposed on Iraq after its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Aziz informed the Un- 
ited Nations on Nov. 17 that 
Baghdad accepted long-term 
monitoring of its arms prog- 
rammes, under the terms of 
toe ceasefire to toe 1991 Gulf 
war which drove Iraqi troops 
out of the emirate. 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the dis- 
armament commission, said 
Iraqi demands for an end to 
the embargo would have to 
wait for implementation of 
long-term monitoring, and 
proposed a six-month trial 
period. 

The U.N. Security Coundl is 
due next month to review the 
.emhu^, whidi is extended 
every 60 days. The United 
States has led opposition to a 
lifting of toe sanctions. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
.sein said in a Christmas and 
‘ new year message toat an end 
was in sight to the crippling 
embargo. “The worst is over 


and the rest is within your 
grasp,” he told the Iraqi peo- 
ple on Friday. 

Kuwait has insisted Iraq also 
formally recognise a U.N.- 
designated border between the 
two countries and release 
Kuwaiti prisoners-of-war. 
Baghdad has denied holding 
prisoners but agreed to evacu- 
ate its civilians from the border 
area. 

Meanwhile, Ira^ has stepped 
up its search for oil and gas in a 
bid to increase future supplies, 
Iraqi Oil Minister Safi Hadi 
Jawad said Monday. 

He said 1300 en^neers and 
experts had already started ex- ' 
plorations and several bores 
had been sunk with “remark- 
able results despite the lack of 
necessary material becasue of 
toe embargo." according to the 
official agency Iraqi News 
Agency. 

Six teams of seismologists 
have been charged with study- 
ing toe southern regions of 
Basrah and Misan, Wash and 
Diala in the east, Anbaa in the 
west and Salahuddin and 
Nineveh in the north. 

Studies will also be carried 
out in toe southeastern and 
western desert areas. , 

Ir^q has huge oil reserves, 
second only to Saudi Arabia, 
whidi Bagdad estimated at 
100 billion barrels in May. 

Before its invasion of 
Kuwait. Iraq produced 3.14 
million- barrels a day. 

In May it announced that it 
wanted to double its produc- 
tion capadty by 2000 to up to 
6.5 million barrels a day. 


New Year's Eve 
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Saudi Shura council meets today 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
appointed Shura (consultative) 
council will convene Wednes- 
day, official Saudi sources in 
Riyadh said on Tuesday, 

One told Reuters by tele- 
phone the all-male 60 -member 
council will take the oath of 
office after which Kins Fabd 
wilt attend the coundfs fiist 
meeting on Wednesday. 

It is the first representative 
asembiy in almost 60 years to 
give ordinary Saudi citizens a 
say in the affairs of the oil-rich 
kingdom. 

The council was appointed 
in Ai^ust as part of poiit^ 
reforms promised by the con- 
servative kingdom more than 
21 yean ago. 

Diplomats say the deploy- 
ment of bundreck of thousand 
of American and other non- 
Muslim soldiers in Saudi Ara- 
bia, home to Islam's holiest 
shrines, after Iraq occupied 
Kuwait ended Riy^h's isola- 
tion and accelerated the re- 


forms. 

The king appointed the 
Shura in August, a month later 
he named members of regional 
assemblies, carrying out re- 
forms in the conservative king- 
dom first promised some 21 
years ago. 

The representatives are not 
direct descendants of King 
Fahd’s father, the late Kin| 
Abdul Aziz wbo created Saudi 
Arabia in 1932. 

Senior members of the Saudi 
royal family traditionally con- 
trol the king dom's administra- 
tion and its vast oil wealth, 
huge foreign assets and milit- 
ary and internal security 
forces. 

Diplomats say the regional 
assemblies are expected to 
meet after the Shura, wbidi 
will hold its first session in a 
specially built building in 
lUyadb. 

A royal decree calling for 
the Shura to convene has not 
been issued but journalists in 


Riyadh said they had been 
invited to a reception on Tues- 
day night to mark the Shura’s 
first session, expected to con- 
vene the following day. 

Diplomats say Saudi Ara- 
bia's Western allies ate glad to 
see Riyadh take steps towards, 
implementing reforms after 
years of isolation. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
sent the king a letter in August 
welcoming the move “as an 
important step to widen popu- 
lar participation in the govern- 
ment, .which conforms with 
your history and traditions.'’ 

Diplomats in the kingdom 
say some of the rules governing 
the Shura fail short of Western 
concepts of democracy, but 
they say forming it represents a 
big move forward. 

“It is an important first step 
and the thing to do is to focus 
on this progressive move," said 
one. "Every country has its 
own version of democracy and 
no one has the *peffect' for- 


Jewish connection for 
Zhirinovsky, official says 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Ultra-nationalist Russian lead- 
er Vladimir Zhirinovsky was a 
militant in Soviet liberal Jewish 
circles before the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and had 
asked for an invitation to go to 
Israel, a top official in the 
Jewish Agency said Monday. 

Baruch GuV. who was a 
member of the Israeli diploma- 
tic mission in Moscow, told 
AFP: *in 19W Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky was active in the Jew- 
ish oigunisation Shalom which 
grouped Jews of different 
backgrounds communists and' 
refusniks." 

“At the time he said his 
father Wolf Zhirinovsky was a 
Jew. which was very plausi- 
ble." said Mr. Gu'r whose 
agency is a para-govemmental 
body in charge of welcoming 
immigrants. 

Mr. Gur said the head of 
Russia's far-right Liberal 
Democratic Party had asked 
the Israeli authorities in 1983 
to send him. a fictitious invita- ' 
tion from relatives in Israel so 
that he could leave the Soviet,. 
Union. 

“The request said that his 
father was a Jew." Mr. Gur 
added. 

More than one and a half 
million Soviet citizens of Jew- 
ish origin or claiming to be 
made similar requests to get 
out of the Soviet Union, 'he 
said. 

In an interview on Israeli 
Television a year ago. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky. ' whose party 
came second in Russian par- 
liamentary elections on Dec. 
12. had denied that his father 
who died in 1946 was a Jew. 

Mr. Zhirinuvsky has been 
accused of being a vehement 
anti-Semite, a charge he has 
denied. 

Israel's Foreign ministry 
issued invitations' to potential 


immigrants as a way around a 
Soviet policy that permitted 
Jews to leave only for “family 
reunification." 

Deborah Lipson. spokes- 
woman for the Soviet Zionist 
Forum, an immigrants' group, 
said Mr. Zhirinovsky was sent 
an invitation in late 1983. She 
said his father was named 
“Volf — a common Jewish 
name in Russia — and former 
associates said Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky told them his fother was 
Jewish. 

That may have been enough 
to have justified an invitation. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky himself 
vehemently denied his father 
was Jewish to the associated 
press in Moscow. 

“Never, never," he said. 
“My mother is Russian, my 
father is Russian, my wife is 
Russian, my son is Russian. 
Only Russian, all (my) family 
is Russian." 

In the 1970s and 1980s. 
Israel received names of Jews 
interested in immigrating by 
letters smuggled or mailed 
from the Soviet Union, The 
government would then send 
out an invitation in the name of 
an Israeli with a similar last 
name to meet (he reunification 
criterion, officials said. 

Soviet emigration was only 
liberalised in July 1992. 

Since 1989. nearly 473.000 
people immigrated to the Jew- 
ish state from the former 
Soviet Union. Between 1967 
and 1989. about 2S0.00U Soviet 
Jews emigrated. 

The foreign ministry had no 
immediate comment when 
asked if any records were kept 
about potential applicants, 
such as Mr. Zhirinovsky. 

Six years after expressing an 
interest in emigrating. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky also was 
part of an effort to create 
Shalom, an umbrella group of 


Jewish organisations. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky was present 
and spoke at Shalom's found- 
ing meeting in 1989 in Mos- 
cow. Mr. Gur said. 

Yuli Koshorovsky, vice pres- 
ident of the Zionist forum and 
former refusenik, said Jewish 
activists in Moscow told him 
Mr. ^irinovsky gave a “very 
aggressive" speech. 

“He said we (the Jews) had 
to be independent and not too 
reliant on the authorities... in 
other words, an activist 
approach." Mr. Koshorovsky 
said, quoting activists he met 
with while visiting Moscow last 
week. 

Australian Jews upset 

Australian Jewish leaders on 
Tuesday demanded the gov- 
ernment block an expected 
visit by Mr. Zhirinovsky. 

A government spok«man 
said a member of Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky's staff had sought a 
visa application form for him 
for a private trip to Sydney to 
visit relatives in early Janu^. 
ITie spokesman said the ap- 
plication had not yet beem re- 
turned. 

Officials earlier said they be- 
lieved there would be no prol^ 
lem granting the visa. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky has a niece in 
Sydney. 

But Jewish leaders said de- 
nying entry to Mr. Zhirinovsky 
would make it clear Austrulia 
did not endorse his views. 

“Here is a man who is a 
self-confessed anti-Semitic and 
a fascist and who has 
tiireaiened the world with a 
nuclear holocaust." Mark 
Leibler. president of the Zion- 
ist Federation of Australia, 
told the Sydney Morning 
Herald. 

“The best way to deal with 
someone holding his views is to 
let him say it outside Au- 
stralia." 


Rabin wants Geneva dumiiiit to change things 


TEL .AVIV — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
looking for next month's U.S.- 
Syrian summit meeting in 
Geneva to yield changes that 
he says are needed to improve 
the environment for Middle 
East peace talks. 

In an interview Friday. Mr. 
Rabin outlined three areas 
_where he would like the U.S. 
to press Damascus. First, he 
wants Syria to spell out the 
details of the kind of peace it is 
ready to offer Israel. Second, 
he wants Syria to loosen its 
grip on Lebanon so that nation 
can deploy its army to maintain 
order and control radical 
groups that attack Israel. 
iMnally. Mr. Rabin wants Sy- 
rian Pmidem Hafez Al Assad 


to put a lid on the radical 
Palestinian groups whose lead- 
ers reside in Damascus. 

Mr. Rabin also maintained a 
tough stance on current nego- 
tiations with Palestinians over 
implementing an agreement 
under which Israel would turn 
over governance of the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jeridio. But he 
appeared willing to offer an 
inducement to speeding up the 
process, saying that if differ- 
ences are resolved, Israel could 
complete its pullout from those 
areas in three months, rather 
than the four months called for 
in the Sept. 13 accord with ihe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Rabin isn't 


being any more forthcoming 
than Mr. Assad. For months. 
Syria has said it won't describe 
die extent of the peace it will 
ofter until Israel agrees to 
leave the Golan Heights, 
which it occupied in 1967; 
Israel is waiting for Syria to 
make the first move before it 
provides details about its 
promised wididrawal. 

During the interview, the 
cautious Mr. Rabin said. "I 
was the first prime minister of 
Israel that said I'm ready for a 
withdrawal of Israeli armed 
forces on the Golan Heists." 
But he added: “What I will not 
negotiate is the geographic 
dimensions before I know for 
what kind of peace." — The 
Wall Street Journal. 


mula." 

Diplomas say Shura and re- 
gional assembly members well 
represent the different sectors 
of Saudi society and the 
appointments were well re- 
ceived by the people. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil producer and expor- 
ter, has a population of about 
17 million, indoding some four 
million expatriate workers. 

The Shura, which will not 
hold public sessions, includes 
five members of the religious 
establishment, 30 holders of 
doctorates, members of large 
tribes, representatives from 
the Muslim Shiite minority, 
active and retired millta^ 
officers and senior government 
offidals. 

Kuwait, where women are 
not allow^ to vote, is the only 
Gulf Arab state with an elected 
parliament. The opposition 
dominates the assembly. Its 
neighbours have consultative 
coundls. 

Aspin 
opposes 
leniency 
for Pollard 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Outgoing Defence Secretary 
Les Aspm has advised Presi- 
dent BiU Clinton in a letter not 
to diOw leniency to convioed 
spy Jonathan Pollard, the New 
York Times said Tuesday. 

Mr. Aspin, vriio announced 
his resi^ation Dec. IS, said 
that Mr. Pollard had revealed 
state secrets in letters he wrote 
from jail since he was con- 
victed of spying for Israel m 
1985 and sentenced to life in 
prison. 

According to the nev^paper, 
Mr. Aspin Of^iosed leniency 
for the former intelligence 
analyst on three grounds: It 
would undermine efforts to 
protect classified data his disd- 
osures did pave damage to 
U.S. security and he had com- 
nritted important secrets to 
memory. 

A lawyer for PoUard told the 
newspaper neitiier he nor his 
client had ever been told the 
ieners violated national secur- 
ity, adding the charges violated 
Mr. Pollard’s constitutional 
ri^t to face his accusers. 

“Since July he has 

induded dasified information 
in 14 of his letters.. -he dearly 
remembers da^fied informa- 
tion which he still has the 
ability to compromise," Mr. 
Aspin said in his letter dated 
Dec. 23. 

Mr. Pollard, who vmrked for 
navy intelligence in the mid 
1980s, vrill be elegible for 
parole in 1995 after a decade 
behind bars. The Israeli gov- 
ernment and Jewish groups 
have deemed Mr. Pollard's 
punishment too harsh and 
pressed Mr. Clinton for 
clemency. 

State Department offidals 
have also recommended that 
Mr. Pollard's senteiKe be re- 
duced to help Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzbak Rabin's 
peace efforts peace with die 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Aspin, siding with milit- 
ary and intelligence offidals 
who consider Mr. PoUard's 
breadi of security too damag- 
ing to nurit any leniency, told 
Mr. Qinton that Mr. Allard 
would likely emigrate to Israel 
if released. 

"Eqredally, if be leaves the 
oount^, Mr. PoUard would 
continue to present a risk of 
further dama^ to the nation," 
Mr. Aspin said. 

Mr. Asfrin also warned that 
Mr. Pollard's release would 
send the wrong message to 
would-be spies and might 
undermine Mr. Clinton's abil- 
ity "to control and manage 
national security concerns." 




ROBBERY: A pfasndotbes picks up jewdry left in the IdUiig the owner and hs brother and a dicot late Monday in the north 
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After more than a decade, ancient 
mummies being brought out again in Cairo 


By Mimi Mann 
The Assodared Press 

CAIRO — Egypt’s royal mum- 
mies were once barred from 
public view to prevent tourists 
nom ogling a national trea- 
sure. Now they're being put 
back on display to lure tourists 
ftightened away by e xtr emist 
attacks. 

Antiquities offidals said a 
select ^onp of 11 pharaohs 
and queens, indudii^ famed 
Ramses n, could go on display 
as early as Febnmry inside a 
refurbished mummy room in 
Cairo's Egyptian museum. 

The hope is that the mum- 
mies, among Egypt's greatest 
treasaies, again play a role 
as one of Egypt's top tourist 
draws, now that attacks by 
militants have badly hurt the 
vital tourism industry. 

“Having the mummies is a 
dream for histoiy," said the 
museum's mummy expert, 
Nasry Iskander, wbo has work- 
ed w^ the remains of andent 
royalty for 20 years. 

The royal mummies were 
last seen by die public in 1980, 
after a visit by Egypt's then- 
president, Anwar &dat. He 
made an offliand remark that 
be did not think once-great 
kings should be treated as tour- 
ist come-ons. 

"1 can't accept exposing the 


remains of Egpyt's pfiaiaohs in 
exhibitions for people to 
view," Mr. Sadat said. "This is 
against the commandments of 
the three religions — Islam, 
Christianity and Jodaism." 

Antiquities offidals sealed 
the mummy room. 

But in recent years, tourism 
has dropped off sharply be- 
cause of anxiety over sporadic 
violence between extremists 
and police. The extremists 
want to replace Egypt's secular 
government with Islamic rule. 

Tourists have been also been 
targetted to cut off the govern- 
ment's rin^e major source of 
income. On Monday, militants 
threw bombs at a tour bus and 
wounded 16 people, half of 
them visitois from Austria. 

Largely because of the ex- 
tremists* success in redudng 
tourism, the mummies are 
again being displayed, in hopes 
(hey will prove a powerful 
tourist draw. 

"Year after year, it’s the 
mummies tourists ask for," 
Mr. Iskander said. 

Mohammad Salah, director 
of the Egyptian museum, said 
the mummies will be shown 
every respect when they go on 
display. Each has a spedally 
desigiied case that takes into 
account the spedfic needs of 
the mummy, Egypt’s climate 


and conditions that existed in- 
side the original tomb. 

Before, mummies were dis- 
played under bright lights. 
Now, subtle lifting wilt high- 
light only faces, hands and 
toes. 

"Nobody thinks of the mum- 
mies as bo^es and skins,*’ Mr. 
Salah said. "These are great 
personalities who played a 
great role in Egyptian history. 
They will ‘be shown with the 
dignity they deserve for their 
place in hikory." 

Mr. Iskander said visitors 
pxe enchanted uriien they face 
the mummies: "It's like when 
you meet a famous person, and 
you say, ^hey, aren't you so 
and so? I know you." 

Egypt's royal mummies col- 
lection comprises 27 remains 
found in two caches late last 
century in southern Egypt. 
■Andent priests, fearing for the 
mummies' safety. Took them 
from their tombs, rewrapped 
them and bid them in two 
secret locations within royal 
burial grounds across the Nile 
from the ancient capital 
Thebes, now Luxor. 

Twenty date from the New 
Kingdom, a renaissance of 
Egyptian might that began in 
1550, B.C., the era when 
mummification techniques 
reached a peak. 

Mr. Iskamier made the diffi- 


cult choice of which mummies : 
should go on display first. He i 
knew the collection must in- ' 
dude Riaroah Seti I and hts 
son Ramses II because of their : 
greatness. Also, Seti's mummy 
reveals foe warrior-king had 
six toes on each foot. 

Amenc^his I is induded be- 
cause he is foe only mummy 
with origmal wr^ipings. Thtb- 
mosis I is there because his ' 
opened head and nose hc^ ; 
visitois understand the steps in 1 
mummification. Ramses j 
Mummy shows smallpox scan. 

Two favourites are sure to • 
■b(^ the mummies of ^raoh > 
S«]eoeiire n, who (uied Egypt 
more than 3,500 years ago, and 
Queen Henitowi. who lived 
between 1070-945 B.C 

Seqenenre is said to have i 
died ^hting the invading Hyk- ■■ 
5 U5. His mummy supports the 
legend. The skull is wracked 
with battle woinids. The right i 
band is frozen in a dendi, tiie 1 
mouth stilled in an agonising ' 
scream, 

Henttowi's mummy, Mr. 
Iskander’s fovourite, has a 
lovely plaited wig but was 4 
mutilated by embalmers tryn^ 
to improve mummification \ 
techniques. It took Iskander j 
almost a year to return hk J 
mummy to good health mid ' 
good looks. 


Power of Islam grows in secular Turkey 

r t ■ . .... v 


By Daniel J. Wakin 

The Associated Press 

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Bum- 
per stickers proclaim "Power 
belongs to God." 

The power of Islam is grow- 
ing in Turkey, a predominantly 
Muslim but constitutionally 
secular nation of 60 million 
proplc. As it does, the division 
widens between religious activ- 
ists and people dedicated to 
secularism. 

Radical Islam is not consi- 
dered likely to dominate the 
country, as in neighbouring 
Iran, but its anti-Western mes- 
sage conflicts with Turkey's 
position as a NATO member 
and arrant to the European 
Community. Enforcement of 
sanctions on Iraq and the pro- 
tection of Kurds in northern 


Iraq^ depend on Turkey's coop- 
eration. 

“The ground is fertile for 
polarisation said Cengiz 
Candar', a columnist for the 
Istanbul daily Sabah. "There is 
a feeling of revolt in the consci- 
ence of the people. We feel our 
Muslim identity much more 
strongly." 

Some see the Islamic revival 
as a belated reaction against 
how the modern republic 
was founded 71 years ago by 
Mustafa Kemal. later named 
Ataturk. 

He ruthlessly sought to rid 
Turkey of its Ottoman and 
religious past, using Westem- 
onented secular nationalism to 
unite it. He closkl religious 
schools and a few mosques, 
turning them into museums; 


banned the public wearing of 
religious garb and changed to 
the Roman alphabet from the 
Arabic, the language of *The 
Koran. . 

Nowadays, mainstream 
politicians take care .to be 
observed going to mosques and 
the U.S.-klucated female pre- 
mier, Tansu Ciller, says. 
"Thank God I am a Muslim." 
The circulations of Islamic 
new^pers are increasing. 

Although no statistics are 
available, analysts say Turks 
are becoming more observant. 
Women in ankle-length black 
robes, showing only a small 
triangle of face, are common in 
some quarters of Istanbul, a 
city of 1] million. 

The fundamentalist Welfare 
Party, a well-organist group 
'led by Necmettin Erbakan, 


won 40 seats in the 450-mem- 
ber parliament in. 1991 and 
captured rix Istanbul districts 
in local elections a year ago. It 
is expected to do well in. 
nationwide local elections in 
'Mardi. 

Mr. Erbakan claims hts M- 
lowers have doubled in num- 
ber to 1.6 million over two 
years. He draws support from 
those who are dissatisfied with 
corruption and front the tna^ 
s« of rural migrants to the 
cities, many of whom find re- 
fuge from unemployment and 
poverty in the promises of lefi-' 
gion. 

"Islam will make a revolu- 
tion in civilisation," said one 
^Iftire Party supporter, Firat 
Onic. a 19-year-oId .soekMogf ; 
student at Istanbul University. 
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debapltes 
dr^aw 
oiiti^chers’ 
luni^ 

' AMM^ (J-T.) — The Upper 
^wise of Paiiiament. Tuesday 

- studM * 

ereatiba- teachers’ union 
aowthat-tb^l^er House has 
approved itjiter the introduc- 
tion of a number of amend- 
ments. 

BitectBq; '.iuder the chair- 
manship oTAhmad Al Lawzi 
and in |hb' presence of Prime 
hfUnster'Abdui Salam Al Ma- 
jali ud ^binet members, the 
Mttate. . heard, the views of 
sevenl.'-ineiiiibers, as well- as 
Justice-.;]yUi^ter Taher Hik- 
mat. ■ 

Senator Ahmad Tarawneh, 
said chat the draft law should 
be referred 4o the House's 
Judiciary Committee first, 
vAile Thouqan Hindawi said 
the drtA law should be 
referred to the educational 
amunineeias well. 

Mudar Badran noted, that 
the Senate should not discuss 
die draft law in detail before it 
is scxutihised'by the Hig^r 
Council for the interpretation 
of die Law because the ooundl' 
had earlier described the un- 
ion’s project as non- 

constitutional, ' requiring the 

approval of six members of the 
council. The- justice minister 
said that the council has to 
discuss the concept of the draft 
law. 

At the end of the discussion 
die House opted to refer the 
israe to ^.^nate’s Judidaiy 
Committee. 

Mr. Tarawneh was 
appointed head of the Judid- 
- jiary Committee while Marwan 
Humoud was elected rappor- 
teur of the Senate's Foreign 
Affairs Commrttee. 

Other topics discussed by 
the Senate induded an educa- 
tion law of 1988, which will be 
referred to the Lower House to 
approve amendments to the 
law. 
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Germany offers JD 9.5 m debt relief 


CROWN PRINCE IN IRBID: His Royal 
H i ghne ss Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday 
toured the Irbid Govemorate and met with 
menibas of the govanorate’s executive 
and Gonsullative coimdls. The Pri^ also 
laid the foundation stone for the Irbid 
Govemorate dty hall, the northern Jordan 


V.-- . *A l 

Valley District building and Princess 
Badee’a training hospital. Prince HagMn 
was accompanied on his tour by Interior 
Minister S^ameh Haminad, Health Minis- 
ter Abdul gflhim Malhas and Public Worlcs 
and Housing Minister Abdul Razzaq 
Tnbeishat. 


World Bank official satisBed with 
Jordan’s implementation of reform 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Bank is satisfied with 
Jordan's economic perform- 
ance over the past two years, 
when Jordan faced serious 
issues as a result of the Gulf 
crisis and the war's negative 
impact on the Kingdom, 
according to Mr. Ram Chopra, 
the World Bank's administra- 
tive director for the Near P-a? t 
and North Aftica. 

He said he had conveyed this 
message to Prime Wnister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali in the 
course of <£scussing relations 
between the World Bank and 
the Jordanian government. 

Describing the meeting as 
fruitful and the relations as 
extremely good, Mr. Chopra 
said it is hoped that coopera- 
tion would continue. 

He said that Jordan had 
been showing good perform- 
ance in implementing the eco- 
nomic reform programme, de- 
spite the fact that the Kingdom 


faced a flood of refugees from 
the Gulf region since the start 
of the Gulf crisis, especially the 
Jordanian expatriates, forcing 
the government to find Jo^ 
and increase funds to provide 
immediate aid to the retur- 
nees. 

He stressed that Jordan has 
succeeded in 1992 to attain an 
excellent economic growth, 
especially in the construction 
field, while foreign trade 
tremendously improved, large- 
ly due to Jordan's active role in 
the Middle East peace process. 
He said that Jordan was very 
brave in dealing with the 
numerous issues that have 
faced the coutnry. 

Mr. Chopra added that the 
government deserves praise for 
its performance and for efforts 
to inform its public administra- 
tion system, because its per- 
formance in this respect helped 
cutting down on bureaucracy. 

The World Bank is reas- 


sured of the government’s 
drive to retain good contacts 
and cooperate with the World 
Bank, said Mr. Chopra. 

Referring to the peace pro- 
cess, Mr. Chopra stressed that 
Jordan would be facing other 
problems as a result of peace in 
the region, while being com- 
mitted to aiding the Palestinian 
people in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The World Bank official said 
Jordan has been playing a sig- 
nificant role, through its peo- 
ple's skill, to contribute to the 
regional development. 

Minister of Planning Ziyad 
Fariz attended the meeting. 

Earlier Tuesday, the prime 
minister briefed the Cabinet on 
the outcome of the one-day 
visit by Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Al Sharaa to Jor- 
dan. He said that the visit was 
dedicated to discussing the 
latest Syrian-Jordanian coor- 
dination in the peace process. 
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Activist’s paintings preach return to nature 
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'••i - r--- . By Ica- 
' /oftCan Times 

AMMAN — Hani HouranF,'' 
a man wth political ideals for 
which he once fought, thinks, 
in a world of changing values 
and political upheavals, that 
after til has bMo said and 
done the best thing is to 
return to nature, to the pure, 
unadulterated values of life. 

So his water-colours, 
attesting to a great talent and 
mastery of the brush, render 
simple messages, “not 
charged with political mean- 
ing, as most w^d exp^" of 
nature and.pncefiil villages 
with an icfylKc life, unper- 
turbed since Biblical times. 

The villages, whether in 
the north, $cra. in Salt or in 
Syria, Algma or Vietnam, 
fiiithfiilly reproduce the life 
of people untouched by mod- 
ern dvflisation, with houses 
basking in the sun or shel- 
tered ^ the shadow of trees, 
with patches of wheat or fruit 
trees strewn among them and 
with the feeling of life come 
to a standstill. 

Colours ate calm, sooth- 
ing, local characteristics are 
preserved, the viewer inte- 
grates in the village life, 
walks the dht roads between 
the houses, rests in the fields 
or moves -basily among the 
industrious Vietnamese. 

In the group of Wadi Al 
Wallah landscapes, a clear 


■Wahbefa 

Staff Reporter 

blue stream meanders around 
boulders whitened by the 
sun. shadowed by timia, slen- 
der reed stems or guarded on 
either side by red and pink 
oleanders. 

Blue skies hang over an 
almost barren land with, here 
and there, a daring tree 
putiiing its roots deep in the 
stone in the desire to survive, 
or patches of lush green 
vegetation by the water re- 
joicing the eye. offering it a 
fresh distraction from the 
arid surroundings. 

Petra, one of Jordan’s 
landmarks, is pictorially rep- 
resented. the dark, narrow 
opening of the si^ inviting, 
to adventure and discovery. 

A still life and two express- 
ive portraits, of the artists' 
father and of a young 
woman, make the transition 
to the earlier stage of the 
painter’s works, that of ink 
sketches of bodies in diffe- 
rent postures and of two oils. 

ilie oils are of a woman 
clad in black velvet, with 
hands crossed in her lap. 
sensibly staring into the hori- 
zon and of a peasant sitting 
on a wooden crate, with a sac 
of apples and a child playing 
at her feet and, in the back- 
ground, bouses hidden 
among trees. 

The oils are darker in col- 


our. the features are stronger 
and the mood somber. 

The latter worlcs (water- 
colours) are pastel, reflecting 
a state of mind that has come 
to terms with itself and de- 


cided return to. nature is the 
solution.- 

The exhibition, at the 
Baladna An Gallery, opened 
on Dec. 14 and will last until 
Dec. 31. 



Hani Uourani's water-cohnir 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


72ie blo wing U/^i^ are eontfaJed from monthly bnl/eriBs and 
the daily Anbic press. Readers are advised^ to vetify the listed 
time aod p/aee whb Ae cMcemed institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ The second gHiiti Mnn of enghieeriiig books at the Jordan 
Bngiiwfis AssodatSon. 

☆ QQ looth anniversary of the death of French 

Bortfst Gmy De Manpassont at the French Cnltnral Cente. 
it EABMam ot Inqi books at the Royal Cnitnrai Centre. 

^r Alt ednMtkn by a nambo' of Jordanian artists en t Wled **The 
Sixth Contemporary Jordn- 

nfam Art 93** at the Spanish CnMnnl Centre. 

^ ‘^Prints and Drawings of FUshrdnissa Zdd** (1915- 

1991} until the 15th of Jaanary *94 at Darat al ttman of the 
Abdnl Hiunficd Foondatkm. Also showing the **Fienna- 

nent** Brhaiif jgn (TeL 643251/2). 

CHRISTMAS BAZAARS 

Ckitins fc*— — * at the Amman Internatfcmal Auto Exiiilrition/ 

Ahpbct Rood. 

nUA AND DRA^^ 

^ Hm **Jgii 5 ** at the British Counefi at 7:00 p.m. (120 

•h DHanafiw 'rtmww Mi fai Amhip entiried **The Onestion** at Haya 
Centre at 5:00 p.m. 


^SPORTS ROUND-UP 


^ A’ one-how^ programme featnring a oondensalion of the most 

popiiar ga|i^ of the wedc with ptay-^v-play amioancement al 

the AminicM .CoUre at 5:00 p.m. . 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Hassan condoles Eghzawi family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Tumday visited the Eghzawi family in the Waqas town 
near Irbid, and conveyed to Aem His Majesty King Hussein's 
condolences over the death of Abdul Karim Eghzawi. Prince 
Hassan's visit to the town was part of a tour of the Irbid 
Governorate. 

Jordanian dies in Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian citizen named Hamed 
Kamel Hamed ^ed in Iraq, according to Public Security 
Deparmient sources. The sources said they were told by the 
Jordanian embassy in Baghdad of the death of Hamed and 
asked his family and relatives to call at the PSD’s Investigation 
and Criminal Department to arrange for bringing his body or 
burying him there, the sources said. The late Hamed was torn 
in Osreen, in the occupied West Bank, and is known to the 
Osreen village Mukhatar Fawzi Said Mufleh. the sources 
ad^. 

7 cars collide, 5 people injured 

AMMAN (Petra) — Five people were injured in a car 
accident, along Mafraq-Amman road, involving seven cars. 
The accident was caused by a trailer which stopped suddenly in 
the middle of the street, l^e to poor visibility on the road, a 
bus driving in the same direction hit the trailer and then five 
other cars collided in the back. 

Ensour inspects work on highway 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Ra^q Ensour Tuesday inspected work on the 
Amman-Jerash-Irbid hi^way project which started in 1988. 


By Suhair Obeidat 
Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Germany is writ- 
ing off DM 20 million (JD 9.S 
million) of Jordan's debts 
bringing the total of debt relief 
Bonn extended to Amman this 
year to DM 29.5 million (JD 

13.5 million), a senior German 
diplomat said Tuesday. 

Matthias Meyer, counsellor 
at the German embassy, said 
that the offer, presented to the 
Jordanian go^wrnment Mon- 
day, stipulates that 50 per cent 
of the amount to be written oft 
should be spent in Jordanian 
dinars on environmental pro- 
jects to be suggested by Jor- 
dan. 

This is the second write-off 
this year. In Oaober, Ger- 
many decided to relieve Jordan 
of DM 9.5 million (JD 4 mil- 
lion). This brings down Jor- 
dan's debt to Germany to DM 

492.5 million (JD 213 mil- 
lion)." ‘The total debt was 
DM 523 mUlion (JD 234 mil- 
lion),” he said. 

Mr. Meyer said that a debt 
rescheduling agreement. 


covering July 1993 to February 
1994 was recently accepted by 
both sides and could be signed 
very eariy 1SI94 in Bonn by the 
German minister of finance 
and Jordan's ambassador 
there. 

"This arrangement brings 
the total of re^eduled debts 
to DM 86 million (JD 41 mil- 
tion)," he said. 

Mr. Meyer said that Jordan 
"has always been in the focus 
of our interest and is one of the 
largest recipients of German 
aid." stressing that Jordan 
"will not lose money to the 
interest of Palestinians, 
(rather) we want to strengthen 
Jordan's importance in the 
whole process." 

He said that Germany is 
currently conducting negotia- 
tions virith both Jordan ato the 
Palestinians to "see what we 
can do together, because the 
Palestinians have to be helped 
in the beginning by all Arabs 
and Jordan has good institu- 
tions in all the areas we are 
dealing with.” 

He expressed hope that 


there would be more Jordanian 
involvement in the West Bank 
on the non-political side. "We 
don’t warn to make it political, 
but regarding environmental 
issues, we would like to estab- 
lish an environmental author- 
ity in the West Bank to be 
a;ranged in cooperation with 
experts from Jordan and we 
could finance the training the 
people." 

In the absence of proper 
institutions (on the Palestinian 
side) to cany out the suggested 
projects, "there should be 
close cooperation between 
Jordanians. Palestinians. 
Israelis and donor countries," 
he said. 

He said that Germany will 
continue to channel its aid to 
the Palestinians through Jorda- 
nian institutions. Current aid 
to Palestinian farmers in the 
West Bank is funnelled 
through the Amman Cairo 
Bank "and once branches of 
Jordanian banks are opened 
there, we will do it through 
them," he said. 

German projects in the West 


Bank include- sewage systems 
in Bethlehem, support for the 
Cooperation Union in Nablus 
(which gives credit to small 
farmers), water treatment in 
Al Beereh and improvement of 
the water distribution in 
Ramr^'h. 

"We recently got a licence to 
drill a well tn'Nablus and are 
planning a cleaning project in 
Gaza, by, for example, provid- 
ing garbage trucks and finding 
a suitable dumping place." he 
said. 

Mr. Meyer described the 
visit by Palestinian Leader 
Yasser Arafat to Bonn earlier 
this month as "very successful. 
The German people were im- 
pressed with Arafat and the 
general mood towards him was 
open-minded.” 

He said that two prominent 
parliamentarians from the 
Christian Democratic Party 
(the ruling party) will visit Jor- 
dan in January to “study the 
economic and political situa- 
tion in Jordan and discuss the 
possibilities of future economic 
projects between the Palesti- 
nians, Jordan and Germany.” 



Princess Basma - 

Princess 

Basma’s 

experience 

to benefit 

women’s 

cause 

(AMMAN) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma re- 
ceived an invitation by U.N. 
Seaetaiy General Dr. Boutros 
Ghali to serve as a member of 
the International Advisory 
Group in preparation for the 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women: Action for Equality, 
Development and Peace that 
will be held in Beijing, ^ina, 
ftom Sept. 4 to IS. 1995. 

The invitation came in a 
letter by the secretary general 
in which he states that "Prepa- 
rations are under way at the 
national and regional levels to 
review and appraise the imple- 
mentation of the Nairobi 
forward-looking strate^es for 
the advancement of women 
which were adopted at the 
1985 World Conference. In the 
light of these appraisals, the 
conference is expected to 
adopt a platform for concrete 
action to overcome remaining 
obstacles in critical areas of 
concern. These include the 
feminisation of poverty, the 
lack of participation of women 
in decision-making at all levels, 
the effects of conflict on 
women and violence against 
IhMnen in society." 

Dr. Ghali further stated: "In 
order to support the objectives 
of the conference and elicit the 
widest possible range of in- 
novative ideas on the issues to 
be addressed. I am establishing 
an international advisory 
group of eminent persons to 
advise me during the prepara- 
tory process." 

In addressing Her Royal 
Hi^ness, Dr. Ghali wrote'. "1 
am pleased to invite you to 
serve as a member of the 
Advisory Group and would 
greatly value your participa- 
tion in this important effort. 
Your experience and your in- 
terest and commitment would 
enable you to make an impor- 
tant contribution." 

Princess Basma is the chair- 
person of the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women and is head of the 
Jordanian public and private 
sector delegations to the Beij- 
ing conference. 

The Jordanian National 
Committee for women con- 
ducted in 1992/93 a number of 
regional meetings and semi- 
nars in urban, rural and be- 
douin areas from which the 
national strate^ for women 
emerged that will serve as the 
official Jordanian document 
for the conference. 

Membership on the Advis- 
ory Committee is Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma's* 
second official U.N. assign- 
ment. after being appointed to 
serve as an Honorary Human 
Development Ambassador by 
the United Nations Develo}^ 
ment Programme in May this 
year. 


Jordan holds off reopening 
banks branches in W. Bank 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is holding off giving the 
green signal to commercial 
banks to reopen their bran- 
ches in the occupied West' 
Bank in response to a request 
for a delay from the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). officials and banking 
sources said Tuesday. 

They said the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) recently told 
the banks to await fiirther 
instructions after informing 
them earlier this month to 
prepare the groundwork for 
reopening the branches, 
closed after the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

Hie PLO argument behind 
the request for a delay, 
according to the sources, was 
chat the organisation's lead- 
ership was too preoccupied . 
with thrashing out differences 
with - Israel in the imple- 
mentation of the Sept. 13 
autonomy accord to review a 
draft economic accord with 
Jordan. 

“Once the pressure goes 
down. Chairman (Yasser) 
Arafet could seriously look at 
the draft and move forward 
in ratif>'ing it.” said a Palesti- 
nian source. 

At the same time, Jordan is 
also apprehensive that if a 
vacuum is left in the occupied 
territories, with no Arab 
monetary authority and 
banks, Israeli banks might try 
to exploit it at the expense of 
the Kingdom. One fourth to 
one third of Jordan’s curren- 
cy is in circulation among the 


two million Palestinians liv- 
ing in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

*1110 request for the delay 
was conveyed to Jordan by 
Che Palestinian ambassador in 
Amman. Al Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim. 

Sources described as very 
cordial a meeting between 
Deputy Prime Minister Maan 
Abu Nowar and Mr. Abdul 
Rahim on Dec. 20 when the 
issue was discussed. 

CBJ Governor Moham- 
mad Saeed Al Nabulsi told 
Parliament members Monday 
chat the government had not 
formally endorsed an agree- 
ment reached with Israel on 
reopening the branches. 

Dr. Nabulsi refrained from 
commenting on the political 
dimenrions of the issue and 
limited his comments to the 
technical, monetary aspects 
and policies. 

The CBJ is planning to 
allow all the dosed branches 
to reopen rather than initially 
allowing one branch of each 
of the seven or eight banks 
which used to operate in the 
West Bank. 

The Jordan-lsrael accord 
provides for CBJ control and 
supervision of the banks 
according ro Jordanian laws 
and regulations. 

The extent of Israeli role 
will be limited to granting an 
approval for licence applica- 
tions which already have CBJ 
endorsement; the banks will 
be required to send periodic 
reports to the Bank of Israel. 


Dr. Nabulsi has said that 
there is no linkage between 
the draft economic agree- 
ment between Jordan and the 
PLO and (he reopening of 
the banks. 

Negotiations between Jor- 
dan and Israel on reopening 
the banks began more than 
• one year ago, much before 
Israel and the PLO worked 
out their secret Oslo accord 
which led to the Sept. 13 
Declaration of Principles, 
officials say. 

At the same time, anah'sts 
note that a Jordan move to 
reopen the banks, in line with 
the agreement with Israel 
while the Jordan-PLO draft 
accord remains unratified, 
might have negative effects 
on political coordination be- 
tween Jordan and the orga- 
nisation in the context of the 
peace process. 

Palestinian economic plan- 
ners in the occupied West 
Bank say that once the self- 
rule arrangement takes effect 
as and when Israel and the 
PLO settle their differences 
in the implementation of the 
Sept. 13 accord, Jordan will 
have to negotiate a separate 
banking agreement with the 
self-rule authority. 

There was no 'explanation 
why the Kingdom will have to 
have a separate agreement 
since the draft economic 
accord with the PLO pro- 
vides for CBJ control of the 
monetary and banking affairs 
in the occupied territories in 
coordination with the Palesti- 
nians. 

No official was immediate- 
ly available for comment. 


Documentaries to help safeguard 
environment, local traditions 


By Rana Husseini 
Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Creating awar- 
ness to safeguard the environ- 
ment and the natural beauty of 
the sea. its marine life, the 
local peoples and their heritage 
and traditions is the topic of a 
series of films that the Arabian 
Sea's Expedition (ASE) plans 
to film in Jordan and the re- 
gion, according to Trish Han- 
ley, executive producer of 
ASE in Hong Kong. 

During a short stop in Jor- 
dan. Ms. Hanley said Jordan 
has a naturally rich sea (Red 
Sea) that should be acknow-- 
■edged by the Asian societies 
as well as internationally. 

Ms. Hanley, in an interview 
with the Jordan Times, said 
ASE which has been granted 
full endorsement b>' the E^- 
gionai Organisation for the 
Protection of the Marine En- 
vironment. aims to produce a 
series of documentaries that 
highlight the natural beauty of 
the marine life and seas sur- 
rounding the Arabian Peninsu- 
la whilst stressing the need to 
safeguard these natural re- 
sources as an integral part of 
the future. 

Furthermore, Ms. Hanley 
said the documentaries, which 
will be dubbed in different 
languages, will add a voice of 
concern from the Arab World- 
towards the worldwide en- 
vironmental movement, move 
the business community into 
assuming environmental re- 
sponsibilities and giving some- 
thing back to the region, and 
finally undertake the scientific 
research and exchange of in- 
formation with regional and 
international scientists. 


“ASE will produce the first 
14 genuine marine 
documentary films throughour 
the region." she said. 

Ms. Hanley said ASE's focus 
in the beginning was on the 
Gulf countries, but ASE de- 
cided to include Jordan. Egypt 
and Yemen because they all 
fall on sea shores which reflects 
a real marine life that should 
serve the documentary series. 

“We added these countries 
because we found out that 
there is a lot of interest in the 
Far "East for these countries 
and they all have similar cul- 
ture." she said. 

The package (the 
documentaries), she main- 
tained, will give people an idea 
of the life in this region and 
will carry a positive image of 
this region. 

“We are going to present 
what is there in a positive way 
and we are going to be very 
sensitive of the Arab culture 
and what to show." she said. 

Ms. Hanley stressed the im- 
portance of this documentary, 
with its focus on preserving 
nature and marine life, with a 
different technique from other 
documentaries filmed in this 
region. 

“It is the first time this is 
going to be a regional matter, 
and some areas have not been 
documented (the whole Arabic 
Sea areas)." she said. 

In addition, she maintained, 
some countries have never 
been documented, and need to 
be recognised by other coun- 
tries. Asian officials, she said, 
expressed approval of this 
programme because they can 
leant a completely new and 
positive perspective about this 


region. 

It is intended that the cost of 
making and distributing these 
films he raised through spon- 
sorship from the local and in- 
ternational business commun- 
ity. according to Ms. Hanley, 
who said she hoped some in- 
stitutions in Jordan will help 
sponsor the project. 

She added that several big 
companies have been a great 
asset to the programme, such 
as Omega wattes. DHL. Gulf 
Air, and Panasonic. 

The sponsorship could be in 
the form of cash or in-ktrid. 
such as boats from a local 
manufacturer, video equip- 
ment from a major internation- 
al manufacturer, video equip- 
ment from a major internation- 
al manufacturer, provisions 
from a local distributor. 

Due to the costs being co- 
vered by this sponsorship, she 
said, ASE intends to distribute 
these films free of charge to all 
regional T.V. stations, local 
governments, ministries, such 
as information, education, 
tourism, universities, colleges 
and schools, to create a wide- 
spread viewership. 

According to Ms. Hanley, 
talks were held with Ministriy 
of Tourism officials, and were 
successful. 

"Ministry officials were very 
helpful, and 1 am planning to 
visit Petra. Aqaba, and the 
Dead Sea to get an idea of 
what needs to be included ab- 
out Jordan," she said. 

“I was favourably impressed 
b>- the Infrastructure of the 
touristic sites and the citv is 
very tidy and clean." 

The first shots will be taken 
sometime next year, accordine 
to Ms. Hanley. 
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Reps need facilities 


PRESIDENT ASSAD's message to King Hussein is related to 
the continued coordination among Arab countries vis-a-vis 
Israel's expansionist polices, said A! Dustour ^ily Tuesday. 
The paper said that the message reflected mainly on consulta- 
tions between Syria and Jordan, regarding cooperation be- 
tween Amman and Damascus for the sake of attaining a 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. Damascus and 
Amman have, from the start, announced determination to 
accept peace on all Arab-Israeli tracks, one which is based on 
justice, said the daily. Therefore, continuation of consulta- 
tions was something normal between two partners whidh bc»r 
dmilar views and aa towards attaining the same objectives. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour criticised the Labour Ministry 
for repeatedly announcing measures to reduce the number of 
guest workers in Jordan, but taking no practical steps to 
translate the measures into facts. Mohammad Daoud said that, 
the ministry is not shouldering its task and duty and is not 
implementing the law which orders businesses to employ 
Jordanians at the rate of at least 50 per cent of the total 
workers. He said that the ministry has also ignored calls on the 
part of the public, which has been complaining about unfair 
treatment of workers and repeated calls for addressing this 
problem. The writer said that more than 50.000 non- 
Jordanians are working in Jordan without permits and he 
demande i a clear reply from the labour minister to end this 
awkward situation. 


A preview of Clinton’s 
1994 legislative battles 


T' HKRE have been interesting witness accounts 
emergiDg from Monday’s meetii^ at the Central Rnnfc 
of Jordan (CBJ), at whidi Finance Afinister Sami 
Gammoh, LadnsUy and Trade Minis ter Rhna Khaiaf 
and CBJ Governor Mohammad Saeed Al Nabnlsi 
briefed members of the Lower House (rf Parliament on 
the state of the economy. Those accounts spoike about 
bow little our honourable rqiresentatives knew about 
economic* and the economy and how lawmakers are 
supposed to review the pros and cons of govemmeat 
policies, whether local or external, except where thqr 
are immedi at ely related to expanding M ti w te a i. »nH 
infrastructure in individuai constitnencies. Hie 
dearest evidence snppnlii^ mie arcnmif 

Rned when Dr. Khalaf had to provide a h 

exp lan ation about Jordan’s appBcalion to join the 
General Agreement on Tariffr and Trade. The ap- 
p ii ca t iOB did not automatically mean that the inwg- 

dom’s eqiorts would lose their protective edge in some I 

markets, nor were Jordan’s ports to be thrown wide 
open to aD kinds of foreign products. The new minister , 
also had to explain that a labyrinth of protracted 
negotiations lies ahead before Jordan could join GATT 
— a fact that not many MPs knew about beforehand. 

For predictable but onfothomable reasons, the 
most-heard question in the CBJ meeting room was 
why the ‘‘rich were gettii^ richer and the poor werej 
gettii^ poorer.” Unless coupled with substantiating 
statistics, tile question would be largely rtietorical, and 
no member of tins govenmient could be expiy^d io| 
answer such a query. If anything, it nnderlines the 

on&4rack political mmds of some of onr depnties and 

the lack of eronoiMir education for others. 

hi any case, the bfaune for tins cannfit be ami should 
n^ Ito gNd onty at dm door dfoar hiHioinrable deputies, 
ipvca the foct that a degree in economics was not a 
prcqnaliQing foctor for nmiiing in the dections or 
wumu^ a seat in Parliament. Bnt if we expect onr 
legislative body to be the watchdog it should be over 
OUT economic development, not to mention bemg able 
to prevent any government from getting away with 
policies that may do ns harm, it is inevitable that onr, 
deputies be armed with at least general knowled^l 
about even complicated issnes. That does not 
they should take basic lessons in economics if they do 
not have the time or energy. Bat the lessoro shoidd go I 
to tiiem, ^ least in tile form of raeardi amistanfs and 
focilifies that would help them gain fir xfl MiiMi Rbow- 
ledge of not only econonucs but also of other 
vHmre statistics matter very mooh^ 

That is where onr call for support fariKtteg for{ 
dqairties becomes necessary. The government should 
m a ke it possible for deputies to get aO the as^sau^ 
tiiQT need. And aithon^ it m^ht be smievdiat ro si l y 
to provide every deputy with an office, a secretary and 
a research assistant, . the cost would nevertheless be 

bearable and wdl wmth it, cmisiderii^ the benefits tin 
people would reap from SDcfa a dvffised and necessary- 

for-democracy move. 

Lawmaking and watcfaii^ ovw the axwnti w t wanrih I 
are not a sun^ process of pa«dng judgment, based 
only on political meriL They are an art Hw# can be 
m aste r ed by people with a lot of common sense, each 

hopefolly becom^ an expert in his or her own fidd, 
after focilities oi study and researdi are adequal^ 
provided and onr democratic experiences 
cemented and strengtiiened. 
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By Dr. James Zogby 

AFTER HIS first year in office 
and enduring an unending pa- 
.rade of bruising battles and 
high-profile debates. President 
Bill Clinton will continue to 
define himself in 1994 as a new 
Dejnocrat through another 
series of legislative struggles 
with Congress. 

Hie first item on the agenda 
for 1994 is health care reform. 
During the speech he used to 
introduce his health care prop- 
osal, the president challenged 
Congress to pass a comprehen- 
sive health care reform plan by 
the end of 1994. As Mr. Clio- 
ton has already moved the 
legislation to Capitol Hill, it is 
up to the Congress now to pass 
it. 

Of course, at every step 
along the way. there will be 
attempts to alter the Clinton 
proposal to suit various special 
interests, and the administra- 
tion is prepared to monitor the' ' 
entire process very closely and 
to apply pressure where they 
fee] it's needed. Even as 
draws to a dose, Mr. Ginton is 
meeting with doctors' groups 
and odier health care providers 
and preparing the grass roots 
network he will ne^ to lobby 
Che Congress on his issue. 

In this battle. Mr. Clinton 
will need to bring together 
traditional Democratic allies, 
the old Democratic coalition of 
o^nised labour and minor- 
ities. And this may be difficult. 

Organised labour is still 
angry over the passage of the 
North American Free Trade 
A^eement (NAFTA), and is 
trying to balance its need to 
support health care reform 
with its desire to show the 
president that he cannot take 
labour support for granted. 
Hie African American lead- 
ership is unhappy with Mr. 
Clinton over the orientation of 
his anti-crime package and 
wary of his upcoming welfare 
refonn proposal. 

Although both groups are 
traditional Democratic allies, 
and there are few Republicans 
who will champion' their 
causes, they can be expected to 
extract the maximum amount 
of concessions from Mr. Clin- 
um before health care finally 
comes to a vote next fall. 

There is no disagreement 
over the fact that having more 
than 38 million Americans 
without health care is a serious 
problem, but there is plenty of 
disagreement over how to fix 
it. Traditional Republicans are 
in favour of very limited gov; 
ernment involvement and uoi^ 
versal access to coverage; 
■while traditional Democrats 
are in favour of large-scale 
government involvement to 
guarantee universal cover^. 
Between these two groups. 
Mr. CHnton will be trying to 
form a consensus that includ^ 
as many of the traditional 
Democrats as possible. 

But even as be appeases the 
elements on the Ctemocratic 
left. Mr. Ginton will have to 
work to avoid antagonising the 
more conservative elements in 
his own parpr and the moder- 
ate Republicans because he 
will need votes from both 
groups to get his proposal pas- 
sed. And. he is ^ing to need 
to the votes of these groups to 
pass the other two major 
ineces of legislation the admi- 



H&iasAlif 


nistration will propose this 
year: welfare reform and the 
■ anti-crime package. 

President Clinton held off 
from announcing the details of 
his welfare refonn proposal. 
so he announced merely the 
simple principles of his plan. 
But even the way he articu- 
lated the principles stirred the 
political waters. 

One of Mr. Ginton 's most 
successful television advertise- 
ments during the 1992 cam- 
paign was the one in which he 
promised “to end welfare as 
we know it" and to “make 
welfare a second chance, not a 
way of life." As he enters the 
second year of his presidency, 
the president has reaffirmed 
those principles. As with 
health care, there is broad 
agreement that the welfare sys- 
tem needs to be fixed and that 
Mr. Cii.nton's principles are 
sound: but us soon as he moves 
beyond that point of agree- 
ment there will be a firestorm 
of criticism from the Democra- 
tic left. 

Because the debate over 
■welfare reform will be running 
concurrent to the health care 
reform debate. Mr. Ginton 
will have to manoeuvre care- 
folly to make certain that in 
putting together his coalition 
to pass the one he doesn't 
alienate the coalition he will 
need to pass the other. And 
even as he balances these two 
difficult issues, Mr. Ginton 
will face an even more daunt- 
ing tusk when the Congress 
begins to finalise the anti-crime 
package. 

Even more than health care 
and welfare reform, there is a 
strong national consensus that 
the crime problem must be 
dealt with. Recent polls show 
that Americans rank crime and 
violence as their number one- 
concern. and the president's 
anti-crime package — with its 
emphasis on building more 
jails, hiring more police and ' 
stiffening penalties — seems to 
be in line with the majority of 
the country. 

But Mr. Clinton's proposal 
is not at all in line with the 
majority of his own party. As 
one Democratic activist com- 
plained; “Have you seen the 
president's crime bill? It's a 
Republican crime bill!" 

That comment illuminates 
one of the most important 


dynamics ro emerge in 1993: 
the fraying of the DemocratTc 
coalition! 

Although the traditional 
Democratic alliance of labour, 
intellectuals and minorities was 
CO some degree cobbled 
together Clinton in 1992. his 
policies since then have reex- 
posed the rifts that for years 
have^ been a source of friction 
within the party. His new 
Democratic agenda has 
pleased neither the liberak nor 
the conservatives, and both are 
threatening to abandon him. 

At the beginning of Decem- 
ber. Mr. Clinton went .back to 
speak at the conferenM of a 
group he helped found ' — the 
Democratic Leadership Coun- 
cil (DLC). The DLC is com- 
mitted to moving the Demo- 
cratic Party away from the 
liberal views it used to espouse 
und back towards a more cen- 
. trist agenda. During his tenure 
as its chairman, Mr. Ginton 
helped to firmly establish the 
DLC as a major pla^ in 
Democratic Party politics. 

But (he.new DLCchainnan.' 
congressman Dave McCurdy, 
atthe conference put the admi- 
nistration “on notice" that the 
DLC '‘will pressure the White 
House to a New Democrat 
agenda." Mr. McCurdy said 
that the DLC will "fight those 
who would water down our 
agenda." Hie president tried 
to be conciliatory at the meet- 
ing. and many members of the 
DLC seemed willing to try to 
work with him when possible 
and agree to disagree at other 
times. But Mr. McCurdy and 
others who insist upon a strialy 
conservative sodai and econo- 
mic agenda may be at ^ds 
with Mr. Ginton for the next 
three years, because neither 
side seems willing to “water 
down" its positions. 

it is uncertain how serious 
this breach is, but with the 
Democrats' slim majority in 
Congress .likely to get even 
' smaller after the 19^ mid- 
term elections. Mr. Ginton 
will want any rift with the DLC 
to be a small as possible. 

But. as in so many other 
cases, the president is here, 
too. caught between two ex- 
tremes. Even as he tries to 
reach out to the DLC, he is 
encountering criticism from 
the liberal wing of the Demo- 
cratic Party, especially from its 


chief spokesman. Jesse Jack- 
son, and from the Congres- 
sional Black Caucus (CBC), 
which now numbers 39 Demo- 
crats. 

Mr. Jackson and the CBC 
opposed NAFTA. They want a 
much more liberal health care 
reform proposal fiian the 
administration has put forward 
and they oppose Mr. Clinton's 
centrist stands on welfare re- 
form and crime. Every move 
that Mr. Ginton makes to 
appease the DLC alienates this 
block of liberal African Amer- 
. ican Democrats. 

While Mr. Jackson is in open 
rebellion against the president, 
even threatening to run an 
independent presidential cam- 
paign (which would siphon 
liberal support from Mr. Gin- 
ton in much the way that Ross 
Perot's independent run hurt 
George Bush), the CBC is 
threatening to withhold critic^ 
support and Democratic votes 
for the president's proposed 
legislation. And with the votes 
on all hk major initiatives ex- 
pected to' be close, the prest-: 
dent cannot afford to write off 
these 39 votes. 

AU this points to a problem: 
liberals, and especially African 
Americans, feel abandoned by 
the Democratic president they 
played a crucial role in helping 
to elect (95 per cent of the 
Afocao Ajoericao vote wnit to lift. 
Qinton ID 1992). It is ironic (bat 
even as the 19^ elections pro- 
vided the CBC with its largest 
number of members in history, 
the political climate left the 
traditional positions of the 
CBC as weak as they have 
. been in recent history. And the 
CBC's members will be hold- 
ing meetings throughout the 
.winter recess, attempting to 
plot a strategy for 1994 that 
‘emphasises their strength and 
seeks to halt what it perceives 
as the centrist drift of the admi- 
nistration. 

So. as Mr. Ginton faces 
Congress in 1994. he comes 
forward with legislation that 
most Americans want to see 
passed. But passing it will not 
he easy because significant seg- 
ments of his own party will pull 
and push in opposite directions 
to shape the legklation to meet 
their ideological belieft.* Mr. 
Clinton will not find it easy to 
be a winning New Democrat in 
1994. 


U.N. galvanised by end of cold war but 
stopped cold by local warlords 


By Rene Slama 

Ageoee France Presse 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
United Nations emerged from 
the cold war galvanised by the 
prospect of global cooperation, 
but this year has shown how 
detennined local warlords in 
Somalia, Haiti and Bosnia- 
Heizegovina can stymie even 
the combined force of the great 
powers. 

This defeat was most dearly 
seen in the decision of U,S. 
authorities to order the amphi- 
bious landing craft Harlan 
Coun^ to steam out of Port- 
au-Prince's harbour on Oa. 11 
because of protests a small 
group of armed demonstrators, 
believed controlled by the 
countiy's military leaders. 

The imtestors were bent on 
preventing the disembarkment 
of U.S. and Canadian troops 
sent to train Haiti's security 
forces. 

The small band proved more 
powerful than the United Na- 
tions, and symbolised how a 
well-rreaning operation could 
be doomed by a lack of deter- 
mination and coherence in the 
great powers unwilling to com- 
mit themselves to internal con- 


flicts. 

‘‘Haiti has been a rictim of 
the Somali s>'ndrome." said a 
western difriomat here. Just 
days before the setback in 
Haiti, 18 U.S. peacekeepers in 
Somalia were killed in a clash 
with Mohammad Far.ah 
Aideed's troops. 

If U.S. determination took a 
blow from those deaths, it was 
further undermined by the cap- 
ture of ti l^S. piioti and his 
appearance on U.S. telerision 
with a battered face and 
broken body. 

Nervous about the reaction 
from lawmakers ne\’er anxious 
to see the U.S. play the world's 
policeman, especially under 
U.N. command, President Bill 
Clinton made a l^degree 
turn and urged the United Na- 
tions to suspend an arrest 
' order issued for Aideed in 
June after the killing of 24 
Pakis(f;rti peacekeepers. 

Hie United States also trans- 
ported Aideed to peace t.ilks in 
Ethiopia in hopes that the va- 
rious Somali factions could 
hammer out a peace accord 
before the U.S. deadine of 
late march for bringing its 
■troops home. 

But even with a peace agree- 
ment. there is (he iikeliliood of 


deterioration in Somalia, 
James Jonah, the U.S. under- 
secretary general for political 
affairs said last month. 

If the fightfog does erupt 
again, there m'lt be no shortage 
of weaponry since most fac- 
tions are beUeved to have hid*-' 
den anns cachtt for the ^y 
when the international com- 
munity withdraws. 

Europe has shown a similar 
lack of resolve in Bosnia. 

Sc^me nations have backed 
and enforced economic sanc- 
tions on Belmde. Others at 
the United Nations, especially ' 
French General Philippe 
Morillon, have shown areat^ 
courage in guaranteeing mliv- 
ery of humanitarian aide. 

But these efforts have not 
prevented the Serbians from 
nibbling away at Muslim-beld' 
territory and from showing up 
at the peace t^ks in Geneva in 
a position of strength. 

^ Serbian leader Radovan 
Karadzic's followers have deft- > 
iy taken advantage of this dif- 
ference of opinion between the 
harder-line United States and ‘ 
European nations with troops 
on the ground, repeatedly call- , 
ing the bluff of tough U.N. 
Security Council warning 

“Each time the Americans 


issued strong warnings to the 
Serbs, the French and 
ish deliberately undermin^ 
them by claiming that their 
troops on the ground would be 
endweered," said a diplomat 
here. 

"is public opinion really sup- 
portive of military interven- 
tion?" a European diplomat 
asks. "It’s true, we haven't had 
a great success. But we tried. 
Today, in the ex-Yugoslavia, 
the means have not been 
enough to overcome the prob- 
lems.” 

Cambodia has been the only 
exception — a real success in a 
year of disappointments and 
failures. 

Wth the massive turnout in 
May elections, Cambodians 
dealt a bard blow to the Khme r 
Rouge who had threatened the 
peace process and called voters 
to bo^tt the polk. 

The U.N. operation in Cam- 
bodia had been one of the 
largest ever undertaken. It suc- 
ceeded because the peace 
agreement was a gooQ one, 
deadlines were respected -and 
because the five permaoent* 
U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers (Britain, China, France 
and the United 'Smtes) stuck 
together. ■ 


Who writes for who 
in the op-ed pages 


By Richard Harwood 

LONG AGO, one of my minor 
duties was overseeing what 
passed for the op-ed p:ige of 
The Washington Post, it was 
an undemanding- task. *The 
material was supplied by a 
stable of famous syndicated 
columnists — Joe Alsop, 
Evans and Novak. Joe Kraft. 
William S. White and Clayton 
Fritchey. among others. It 
made of the op-ed page a 
closed shop: if you weren't in 
the club, yoiir work had practi- 
cally no chance of appearing. 

For the columnists, it was a 
good deal. It wasn't such a 
good deal for the reader, who 
got a narrow and predictable 
menu served up every day by 
the same chefr. 

Over the years, the page has 
everfved into a relatively eclec- 
tic intellectual forum. Along 
with George Will and David 
Broder. you may get on any 
^ven day the wit and wisdom 
of schoolteachers, lobbyists, 
cabdrivers and politicians of 
both high and low rank. The 
editors are inundated with 
offerings. 

The New York Times in 
1970 was the first paper to go 
down the road of '■give the 
voiceless a'.voice if they write 
good." 

David Shaw, media critic of 
The Las Angeles Times, has 
described some of the market 
forces that have brought 
change to newspaper opinion 
pages. 

Most obvious was the cultu- 
ral revolution of the 1960s that 
created a demand for a *‘new 
journalism." It brought forth 
alternative newspapers and 
magazines and a host of new 
writers. Their work contrasted 
starkly with the '■predictable or 
boring" output of the estab- 
lishment writers. 

Before television, the lead- 
ing pundits derived much of 
their authority from their inti- 
mate association with the great 
men and women of American 
and international politics. 
They defined our rulers.for us. 
But television brought these 
^armen and women into our 
living rooms, wjiere. we could . 
examine their beauty s|k>ts and 
wans and. make judgments of 
our own about . their personali- 
ties and character. 

The prosperity of the media 
over the pa^ 2U years has been 
another force in the evolution 
of the opinion business. Hieir 
stafk and budgets expanded 
exponentially in the "^s and 
'KOs. allowing them to grow 
their own pundits and put 
together new syndicates in 
competition with the Hearsts 
and other comjranies that had 
dominated (he industry for a 
half-centuiy or more. 

It is a lucrative busines.s. 
There are more than 4.(H)0 
daily newspapers around the 
world, plus -thousands more 
high-school and college pap- 
ers. weeklies, bi-weekiies and 
monthlies. They are all poten- 
tial customers. Through mass 
distribution, u column c«in he 
sold to a small newspaper for 
as little as $5 or Slti a week: 
larger newspapers pay much 


more. So a columnist with only 
a few hundred subscribers has 
no need of food stamps, even 
after splitting the gross with a 
syndicate. 

Nevertheless, it is David 
. Shaw's view that the best days 
!of the pundits have passed. 
Their incomes rise at the saine 
time their influence on public 
affairs evaporates in the face of 
rapid technological und cultu- 
ral change: "In the media opin- 
ion-making machinery. ..pun- 
ditry is just one more inter- 
changeable part — and not u 
very important one at that." 


suspect that 
the shaping of 
^public opin- 
ion^ is of iittie 
concern to 
many col- 
umnists and 
■ has little bear- 
ing OB the ‘in- 
fluence^ they 
wield, Tbeir 
audience is the 
political class 
to which they 
belong, the, 
people who 
dominate poii- 
• tical yiife in 
A m e r i c a,*^ 


Meg Greenfield, editorial- 
page editor of The Washington 
rost and commander of its 
op-ed page, thinks the col- 
umnists are more significtint. 
that their best work gets 
“absorbed in the bloodstream" 
of the people. 

In a recent industry survey. 
9K per cent of readers did not 
include columns among their 
favourite newspaper offerings;, 
fowerl than half. were, regular 
' Venders. Shaw' describes a 
friend, years of 

editorial writing, concludes 
that "nobody can change any- 
body's mind about anything, 
ever." 

1 suspect, however, that the 
shaping of “public opinion" is 
of little concern to many col- 
umnists. William Safire being a 
leading example, and has little 
bearing on the “influence" 
they wield. 

1^eir audience is the politic- 
al class to which they belong, 
(he people who dominate poli- 
tical life in America. 

Their columns are not sob- 
si-ster equivalents of the after- 
noon soap operas, but personal 
memos addressed to the White 
House, the State Department.- 
the Congress and other power 
centres! 

77ie wrifer is a former omhuds- 
man of The Washington Pttst. 
This article is reprinted from- 
The Washington Post. 



Italian contribution 


To the Editor: 

ReferriM to the article “Graduation of mosaics restorers" 
Jordan nmes. Dec. 2506 . 1993), I would like to add that the 

Italian contribution to the said project — starting since 19W 

is the following: 

— A grant of 2 billion Italian liras ($1 JOO.OOO) within the 
framework of the Italian-Jordanian Technical Assistance 
Protocol. (The project, for the Italian side is supposed to last 
till August 1^5). 

— Seven scholarships to Jordanian trainers in Italy for 
courses at the School of Mosaics in Ravenna (three of them 
are still in Italy). 

— Restoration of the mosaic of the Church of the Apostles 
in Madaba. 

— Continuous presence of an Italian expert since March 
1993. 

The school activities staned in October 1992. utilising 
■fecilities offered by the Jordanian Ministry of Education. 

The Italian side, as soon as the premises are ready will 
provide the furniture for the school, including the’ two 
lab^tones. and the presence of other Italian experts. 

The ^^aba Mosaic School is a Jordanian school adminis- 
trated by the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities in coopera- 
tion with the Italian government and the Jordanian Ministry of 

Finally. I would like to stress that since 1977 the Italian 
|Qverniwnt is sponsoring and financing several projects in 
J^w On cooperation with the competent Jordanian author- 
ities) related to cultural preservation and conservation. 

Cfaar^ d’AfTaires, 
Dr. Diego BrasioU, 
IteUm embassy. 
Aninan. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
reaefcra on any subject they wish to tackk. Utters intend^ 
/brjwbhauon. ho^veri should contain the writer'ifull n^e 
and preferably aMress as well. Names can be withheld 
upon reqoesr ^ u«ter special ciKumstances. Utters aZ 
subject to editm- Hie nev^per is not responsible fZ the 
return of unused- manuscripts. . ^ 
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Third World 
,, wary of big power 
'I Somalia pullout 


... ;:N 




By Ms^^ 

Reuter 

MOGADISHU — African and 
other Third^ World nations 
'serving with the U.N. 
peacekeqHDg fflisaoD in Soma- 
Sa are wary about the future 
after the tag guns leave. 

**The questions being asked 
badt at home at the moment 
are like wlqr should we stay 
and face death when poweriiil, 
far richer nations with the 
capability to do things are leav- 
' ing?,*' a commander of an 
contingent told Reu- 
ters. 

“One shot at us or even one 
dftath from mDitia activity and 
we are out of tins place,** he 
added. 

Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Bots- 
wana, Zambia andUganda are 
«^.,among the African states 
'which have sent tro<^ to 
Somalia to t^ to contain clan 
figh ting that-destroyed the eco- 
iKuny and exacerbated a ra g in g 

famine . 

The w es tern states which 
form the backbone of the 
^,000-stiong U.N. army — 
Fiance, Belanm, Italy, Ger- 
many and ttie U.S. — are 
preparii^ to leave with all thmr 
airpower and ground armour. 

Tro(^ from some Arian 
and Eun^iean conntries win 
also remam m the destnnred 
Hora of ASosa country, but 
there is growing miiimhenaon 
diat die most ambitious U.N. 
{leacekeoring .force of recent 
dmes vriu be thrown into dis- 
array by die trithdrawal of the 
United States and other big 
mOit^ powtas. 

“The U.N. militaiy opera- 
• don win be left virtuaOy naked 
and completely vulnerable to 
militia attacks,” one U.N. 
military ofScrir told Reuters. 

“Unless eq ui pment, particu- 
larly air power, can be re- 
pla^ qmddy die whole op- 
eration risks bmng thrown off 
ootirse or complete collaps- 
ing/' he added. 

On Monday the top U.S. 
military officer, Geoerm Jolm 
Shalikashvili told the U.N. 
aOianoe to be ready to stand on 
its own fpet 'after Washington^. 


whether the U.S. would leave 
behind heavy equipment, Gen. 
Shalikashvili saia he hoped 
some other nations would 
biing in their own. 

“we h(^ some other conn- 


tries can come in and brum in 
some Muipment for the u.N. 
force. We will be taking with 
us most of OUT equipment,” he 
told reporters. 

But U.N. nffirialy said the 
remaining countries lacked the 
resources and tools to do what 
Gen. Shalika^viU eiqiected of 
them. 

“Most of these countries, 
just Somalia, rely on fore- 
^ aid and i^istance. To leave 
them on their own out here is 
to kiss goodly to the whole 
Ofteration,” an aid worker 
said. 

In a sign that the U.S. was 
washing its hands of Somalia, 
Qexi. Shalikashvili earlier told 
his troops: ‘Tf the U.N. mis- 
sion do^'t turn out the way 
we pray it should, then so be 
it.” 

U.N. commanders fear tiiat 
without the logistics, armour 
and equipment provided the 
United States and other west- 
ern nations, tiie altianeg would 
collate and the broken Horn 
of Africa country would plunge 
badr to civil war. 

U.N. commanders say they 
arc worried by talk that Soma- 
lia’s warring factions are 
leanniDg themselves and re- 
grouping for battle after peace 
talks in Addis Ababa collapsed 
this month. 

“Th^ can see that the West 
is cutting and running. TTiot 
know that in the end might will 
trhimpb and so are 
shopping, bu^ streogfoening 
their forces,” a U.N. mplomat 
said. 

Ferocious battles in October 
in which 18 U.S. Army Ran- 
gers were killed by warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed's 
militiamen, shattered U.S. 
public support for the interven- 
tion launched last December to 
open up food corridors. 

President Bill Clinton later 
.announce,^, .that aU .troops 
Jvould leave by 'March ' 


and its' allies :nre,. gone in^j ,^piiectly *ljuifced\to ffid.^U^Sr 
March.. l^^'Jlptove, offier western countries 


“Yon'fo oh. your own after 
Maidi 31” was the message 
given by tiiC' ihairman of tee 
U.S. nahtaiy Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to UJf. commanders in 
several meetings, U.N. offi- 
dak said. 

Asked before he flew back 
to Wasbihgton on • Monday 


also said they would ieaw. 

“The West still has the 
capacity to save Somalia, to 
help the country preveot a 
return to war, to mmuie and to 
massive deaths we saw before 
December. Bot the political 
win is ladring,” a U.N. politic- 
al officer told Reuters. 
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Two archaeologists stumble on general’s tomb 


By Katia Sabet 

CAIRO. Egjpt — Around the 
village of Abou Sir a storm • 
rages whipping up long fingers 
of sund which draw u dull 
crackly veil over everylhing. 
In the sun's strange amber 
glow the pyramid of Abw Sir rises, 
shrouded in mystery. Although 
only about 75 kilometres from 
Culro. the whole area is cut off 
from the tourist routes and is 
rich in unspetiled charm. Only' 
a privileged few can claim to 
have seen this pyramid of the 
Old Kingdom* |2b86-2160 
B.C.) close up — those whose 
sports or horse riding activities 
bring them to this area of the 
desert. 

This forgotten urea is the 
scene of a recent discovery that 
has thrilled archaeologisis. Two 
of them — sent on a routine 
mission — discovered the tomb 
of a high-ranking general of 
Pharaoh" Ramses II (1304-1237 
B.C.) The tomb of Nachkt Min 
is located near the tillage, of 
Abou Sir. where dwellings give 
way to the sands and rocks of 
the* high plain of Ghtzeb. The 
village cemetery, with its 
tombs gaily painted in sky-blue 
or yellow, is just a few metres 
away from the place where 
aichaMlogists Ezzai A1 Ghindi. 
.32. and his assistant Sabri 


Farag. 23. noticed the opening 
of u shaft which led them to 
their discovery. 

The entrance to the tomb of 
the Ambassador General 
Prince Nachkt Min appears to- 
be a temporary affair with its 
wooden planks and foot- 
bridge. all siOTs of an active 
dig.^e wina blows stronger, 
coating sand over the silhouet- 
tes of the simple country 
houses and the green dome of 
n shrine. But the atmosphere 
inside the tomb is calm, silent 
and somewhat fresh. The two 
young archaeologist are at 
work with the foremen of the 
site. Talal Al Kreti and 
Mohammed Chehat. as well as 
some specialised workmen 
who are busy restoring the 
writing and paintings on the 
walls which have been cleared 
of sand. 

“The writing tells us that the 
tomb belongs to Prince Nachkt 
Min. chief commander of the 
war chariots of Ramses II and 
special envoy to foreign 
lands.” said Ezzat Al Ghindi. 
"It is an interesting discovery 
because it is the only tomb of 
the New Kingdom (1567-3^ 
B.C.) in the region of Abou 
Sir. where only tombs of the 
first six dynasties have been 
found." 

Mr. Al Ghindi and Mr. 




Fanig are both graduate.*; of the 
archaeology department of 
Cairo's Acuity of Letters. 
They had never imagined that 
their research would lead them 
to this major discovery in the 
area of Abou Sir. which the 
authorities had designated to 
them. In fact, the aim of their 
work was to gather more data 
about the Ola Kingdom, since 
the region is rich in traces of 
this period. During one of their 
routine missions there, the two 
noticed a circular pattern in the 
sand which turned out to be 
the mouth of a shaft. When 
they cleared away the sand, 
they went down into the tomb 
which was filled with sand up 
to 40 cm from the ceiling. 

"We started straightaway 
emptying the sand from the 
first room. Then we opened 
another entrance and blocked 
up the shaft which was thre- 
atening to collapse. We found 
many fra^ents of murals and 
parts of me ceiling columns in 
the sand." explained Mr. Ai 
Ghindj. 

Smiling broadly, he cannot 
conceal his delight. For him 
and Mr. Sabri. the discovery of 
the tomb is a constant source 
of joy, despite their difficult 
working conditions. They do 
not have a car and access to 
their site is not an easy matter: 




they juggle with different 
means of Transport each morn- 
ing followed by a feu 
kilometres walking in open de- 
sen before they Teach "their" 
tomb. They spend seven hours 
a day in the limited and heavy 
air o’f the underground vaults. 
They eat only when they return 
home in the evening, but their 
enthusiasm is undiminished. 

"Anyway, Dr. Bafcr, Direc- 
tor General of Antiquities, 
promised to assign one of his 
service vehicles to lls." said 
Mr. Ai Ghindi. .And they truly 
deserve it; this Prince .Nuchki 
Min was clearl\ an imponani 
individual. 

The cavarly had been the 
latest and most prestigious 
weapon of the pharaohs .since 
the era of Toutmosis 111 of the 
eighth dvnosty. Horses were 
used exclusit'ely for pulling 
light wodden two-wheeled 
ciiariots. mounted by two sol- 
diers. One soldier drove the 
chariot and the other fought. 
In the lime of Ramses II, the 
Eg>’ptian cavalry represented a 
rapid development weapon 
with many strategic advan- 
tages. In the reign of this belli- 
cose pharaoh there were at 
least 13 foreign war campaigns 
in .Asia (Phoenicia. Syria, 
Galilee, etc.) and it was no 
easv task to tv the oimmander 


in chief of the cavalry. High 
ranking officers who were 
often summoned to the phar- 
aoh to discuss battle plans or 
deployment of trooK had to be 
skilful people, cultured and 
with wide experience. 

‘‘.At the time of Ramses II. 
the country's administrative 
capital was TTiebes (now called 
Luxor), whereas the general 
garrison was here at '^Mem- 
phis." said Mr. Al Ghindi. “It 
IS likely that General Nachkt 
Min built two tombs for him- 
self, one here and the other in 
the Valley of the Nobles at 
Luxor. Until wc open up the 
funeral chamber we will not 
know if_he is buried here." 

That time ha.s not yet come. 
First, all the restoration work 
ha.s to he completed and the 
ceiling over the different 
rooim strengthened. The rock 
is showing worrying cracks and 
metal scaffolding is already in 
place in the three rooms. The 
entrance to the funeral cham- 
ber lower down is blocked by a 
large rock fall and retains ii.s 
secrets. The walls arc covered 
with hieroglyphics. 

“Here is one of the most 
interesting aspects of the 
tomb." sa7d Mr. Al Ghindi. 
“These hieixiglyphics represent 
a chapter from the Book of 


Deaths, the Book of Doors, 
and there is only one other 
example of its kind in Tomb 
158 in the Valley of the Nobles 
at 'Luxor. In Fact this tomb is a 
perfect example of the tombs 
of the Theban nobility. Until 
wc open up the funeral cham- 
ber. we can only speculate os 
to why it is located in Lower 
EgypT" 

During the excavation, the 
two archaeologisis have found 
fragments of a plate from the 
Islamic period. "This proves that 
this site wa.s visited several 
centuries ago and was probably 
used us u 'hiding-place or fo'r 
storage." Mr. .Al Ghindi ex- 
plained. 

For now the tomb is closed 
to ihe public, but the two men 
hope that their discovery will 
mark the beginning of a new 
era for the region oT Abou Sir. 
A few kilometres away teams 
of workmen are freeing the 
pyramid's huge stone access 
ramp which was hidden by 
sund. 

“Access to the whole area 
has to be made easier, and 
infrastructure has to be put in 
place for visitors. .Abivu Sir has 
never featured on the tourist.s 
map of Egypt and ir'.s time that 
changed.'' said Mr. .Al Ghindi 
— World News Link. 

















Workmen clear the causeway of the pyramid where a general of Ramses U may be boried 
at Abou Sir, a village in the Egyptian desert (WNL photo) 




During a routine visit to Abou Sir, asastant Sabri Farag discovered a shaft 
archaeologist Ezzat Al Ghindi (left) and his leading to a tomb (WNL photo) 


British SAS man writes of desert derring-do behind Iraqi lines 


By Peter Millmhip 
Reuter 

LONDON — A British special 
forces soldier has published a 
vivid first-hand account of a 
secret mission to destroy Iraqi 
Scud missile launchers during 
the Gulf war and his subse- 
quent capture and torture. 

In his book “Bravo two 
zero”, the soldier, using the 
pseudonym Andy McNab, tells 
how his Special Air Service 
(SAS) regiment patrol was 
dropf^ tehind enemy lines 
on Jan. 22, 1991, in the so-, 
called “Scud triangle" where 
Iraq was firing missiles at 
Israel. 

Spotted by a young Arab 
goatherd, the eight men were 
forced into a series of fire- 
fi^ts in which they killed or 
iiqured 250 Iraqi soldiers in 
days. 


Two of the team died of 
exposure, one was killed 1^ 
enemy fire, four were captured 
and one escaped. 

The exploits of the patrol, 
dressed in Arab headgear, 
operating on foot with heavy 
IMcks and armed to the teeth, 
have entered special fbnss his- 
tory. 

McNab, 33, gives insights 
into the workings of the secre- 
tive SAS, whose most famous 
operation was the storming of 
Iran’s besieged London embas- 
sy in 1981. 

Gulf Commander General 
Norman Schwarzkopf, who 
had a bad experience tiring 
special forces in Vietnam, was 
persuaded by British Comman- 
der General Sir Peter de la 
BilUere to send his former reg- 
iment behind enemy lines. 

The operation brought 
together 300 SAS soldiers, its 


biggest concentration on the 
ground since the re^ment — 
motto “Who dares, wins" — 
was founded in World War II. 

Patrol leader McNab says his 
first intention was to blow up 
Scud laundiers by sabotage 
and the next option was an 
overt attack. The last option 
was to guide in an air strike. 

Early in the raid the patrol's 
radio, supposed to transmit in 
a short undetectable burst, 
failed and they lost com- 
munication with headquarters. 

Then just hours later a 
young . goatherd stumbled on 
them. “Do we top (kill) him? 
Too much noise. Aiqrway, what 
was the point? I wouldn’t want 
that on my conscience for the 
rest of my life.” 

The screaming boy alerted 
nearby Iraqi soldiers and the 
outnumber^ patrol launched 
in all-out attack, destroying 


Deng book offers glimpse into leader’s mind 
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By Kaliiy WQfaeliii 

The Associated Press 
BEUTNG — Even as rumours 
of his immineht drath swirl yet 
again, Deng Xiaoping has 
re^edeot from the sedusion 
of official retirement to offer 
the world a ^mpse into bis 
mind. 

“ta it posrible to quadruple 
(the) eocmomy by the end of 
the oentniy? Fd like to live 
until then, to see this 
>adiieved,” Ite mused to col- 
leagues in SeptCTber 19^, 
contemi^ting Bving until age 
96. 

China had just been con- 
vulsed by popular protests, nn- 
matdbed in four decades under 
communism, demanding an 
end to con upi and autocratic 
nde. SokSers had slain hun- 
dreds of protesters and the 
: West was dosing ranks against 
China; cbttiiig off loans and 
aid. 

Yet, in. tint conversation, 
reproduced in tim newly pub- 
lished VDeng Xiaoping's 
selected worts: volume three,” 
looked far ahe^ 
and streiSM economic growth 
as the ulthnate solution to Chi- 
na’s dom^c and foreign' 
problems. 

“This iS'..trtiat 1 lose sleep 
wovex” be said six months later, 
returamg.tOitbe subject. 

Economic growth is Mr. 
Deng’s favourite theme 


throughout this collection of 
119 speeches and oonveiva- 
tions from 1982-92, the decade 
of his greatest power. 

They offer a powerful image 
of the 89-yearold leader, who 
repeatedly refines to let party 
bickering or economic and 
political upheavals distract 
tom bis main goal: to trans- 
form China frorn a synonym 
for poverty into a modern pow-. 
er and wm redress for a cen- 
tury of insults tom the West. 

The most important foctor in 
domestic stability is whether 
people can see their lives get- 
ting better, he told his Com- 
munist Party colleagues. Also, 
he said, bow quickly China 
becomes rich will d^nnine 
whether it can withstand the 
piessnres of rich countries and 
set policies in its own best 
interest. 

Mr. Deng, China's para- 
mount leader for 15 years de- 
spite official retirement, has 
gained fl^bOity and strength 
from his low pioftle. 

He never sou^t the mass 
worship Mao Tse-Tung craved 
or the mass familiarity western 
leaders acquire through ft^ 
queot news conferences and 
interviews. As a result, be has 
been one of the world's least- 
understood leaders,' mistaken 
at times for a democrat and a 
westeiaiser. 

Western scholars debate 
whether he can be called a 


Marxist, as his policies retnm a 
host of capitalist ills to China: 
unemployment, sweatshop 
labour, drag adthetion, invest- 
ment scams that prey on ordin- 
ary people, a glaring be- 
tween rich and poor. 

The modest-looking 
“volume three” — 418 pagK 
of small print between plain 
white paper covers — does not 
answer all the questions, but 
does make clear that Mr. Deng 
considers himself a good Marx- 
ist. 

Nor are the contents entirely 
new. Forty-seven entries were 
compiled and published in En- 
ghsb several years ago, and 
others have been published 
separately. 

In the comments to col- 
leagues in September 1989, 
Mr. Deng said: “The de- 
veloped countries have not 
changed their policy of bul- 
lying backward countri^. C3ii- 
na must secure its position.” 

Don't worry about the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union and 
its satellites, he lectured. Just 
wony about China. 

“^na must earnestly and 
genuinely carry out reform and 
opening up," he said. “With- 
out reform and opening up, 
there is no hope." 

A^n and again, Mr. Deng 
demands speed (“a slow pace 
is equal to coming to a stand- 
still or even going backward”) 
and innovation b^ve to 


be daring or we will never be 
able to modernise”)- 

If it judges by his own priori- 
ties, bistoiy will rate Mr. Deng 
as phenomenally snccessfiil: 
The economy grown an 
average 9 per cent, annually 
and China is experimenting 
with stock and futures ex- 
changes, new management 
methods, labour mailed, pri- 
vate business and private 
sdiools. 

From the United Natioas to 
the Olymfrics, Quna has be- 
come a presence to be redt- 
oned with in world assemblies. 
But Mr. Derm shows a com- 
plete lack of understanding 
when it comes to human ri^ts, 
democracy and the demands of 
the studrat-Ied protesters of 
1989 for some say in their own 
fumre. 

“Our political ideolraical 
education work has been tadt- 
ing. Their goal was to establish 
a caintalist republic in vassal- 
age to the West,” be said five 
days after tanks rolled tiirongh 
Beijing streets in June 1989 to 
drive protesteis from Tianan- 
men Square. 

“Volume three” appeared 
just weeks after Mr. Deng’s 
youngest daughter, Deng 
Rong, published a fond biogra- 
phy. New^pers haro devoted 
pages to excerpting and prais- 
ing the books, and-tiie ool- 
leoted wortes are required read- 
ing for political study dasses in 


the army, sduxrfs, government 
offices and state &tories. 

The poblic-reiations blitz, 
extraoidmary for Mr. Dei^, 
hag an immediate pcrihical pur- 
pose. 

ffis “vohime three” lands on 
ofBdal desks just before a par- 
ty conclave trat is expected to 
. adopt key structures to a mar- 
ket economy, including a 
strong central bank. 

Heated debate can be ex- 
pected on the transition to a 
market economy, xrtiicb has hit 
patnftil snags, but anyone who 
argues for slow, cautious 
growth will find himself op 
against the words of Mr. Eteng, 
somethin few party members 
would risk. 

A loDgep-term motive, now 
projected for everything Mr. 
Deng does and says, is to 
stamp bis i^cies so deeply 
into the national ptydte that 
they will prevail after bis 
death, xrtndi every few months 
is rumoured to unminent. 

Mr. Deng has his way, his 
death will be almost irrelevant 
to China. That is why he re- 
tired, he explains in various 
conversations, gradually shed- 
ding posts in & late 1980s. 

“It B hard to predict how the 
world will react if 1 die in 
office," be said, and again: 

' “It's very anhealthy for a coon- ‘ 
try's ^ to be built on the 
prestige of one or two people. ” 

Store power in China does 


•armoured personnel carriers 
and infantry tracks vrith a fusil- 
lade of anti-armour rockets, 
rifle grenades and tnachinegun 
fire. 

They then abandoned their 
backpacks, which contained 
two weeks* supplies and equip- 
ment, and the radio and “tab- 
bed" — SAS slang for moving 
quickly — towardh Syria. 

The patrol was spHt up in 
rain, sleet and then snow. 

McNab and four of the men 
hijacked a taxi but drove 
accidentally into a checkpoint. 
Firing a hail of bullets, they 
fled into the desert with 1,600 
Iraqi solchers in pursuit. 

Just 10 km tom Syria, the 
men had a last-ditch gunfigbt 
with the Iraqis in which two of 
the SAS men plunged into the 
freering Euphrates River to 
escape. Of the five, one was 
shot dead, one died tom ' 


not come from titles, Mr. 
Deng’s prestige and authority 
continue to dwarf his dKisen 
heirs, indoding Jiang Zemin, 
head of the Communist Party. 

Jiaqg, with a weak personal 
power trase and only fbur years 
in the job, knows that wearing 
Mr. E>eng’s mantle wfll help 
only if Mr. Deng is made larger 
titan life. Thus Mr. Jiang is the 
biggest promoter of “volume 
three,” praising it as an 
“ideolo^cai treasure” like the 
works of Marx, Lenin and 
Mao. 

Maybe he hasn’t read this 
entry tom 1989: 

Arafat 

(CMitinoed mi 1) 

Mr. Beedh has refused to 
leave the southern port dty of 
Aden for Sanaa rince Aug. 19. 

Arafat in Sudan 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Khar- 
toum tom Yemen Tuesday, 
for talks with Sudanese leaders 
on the progress of the Israeii- 
PLO autonomy talks. 

The PLO leader told repor- 
ters he would discuss with 
Sudanese leader Omar Hassan 
AJ Bashir the problems block- 
ing implementation of the 
Euestioian autonomy accord. 


exposure and three were cap- 
tured. 

As for the missing trio, one 
died of dehydration, one was 
captured and another escaped 
and walked 240 km in seven 
days with just two biscuits to 
keep him going. 

McNab's one-month impris- 
onment was punctuated by 
horrific torture with whips, 
planks and burning irons. At 
one point a dentist was brought 
in “to examine" McNab’s 
teeth. “He mpped the first 
stump of tooui with pliers and 
twisted hard." 

He never admitted being a 
member of the SAS and was 
released at the end of Che war. 

McNab tells of his deadly 
skills, explaining that “slot- 
ting” (killing) with a combat 
knife is not as easy as in war 
films. 

"In reality, you have to get 


hold of his head, hoik it back 
as you would with a sheep, and 
just keep on cutting until 
you’ve gone right through the 
windpipe and the head has just 
about come away in your 
hands.” 

On the patrol's courage and 
endurance, one soldier recal- 
led a memorial at SAS head- 
quarters Herefordshire, cen- 
tral England: 

“We are the pilgrims, mas- 
ter, we shall go/always a little 
further it may be/beyond that 
last blue mountain barred with 
snow/across that angry or that 
glimmering sea...” 

McNab’s conclu^n in the 
book was not so poetic: “1 was 
a soldier, that’s what I was paid 
for. It was very exciting. I got 
high doing it. .And as for the 
people who interrogated me, if 
I met any of them in the street 
tomorrow. I'd slot them.” 


IHE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
Ministry of Supply 

Tender for 

RUSSEIFA GRAIN SILO PROJECT 

1 . The Ministry of Supply of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan invites international firms, specialised in 
manufacturing, supply, erection and commissioning 
of grain handling equipment as the leading main 
contractors, to submit a proposal for design, con- 
struction, equipping and commissioning of the 
project; in association. with a local contractor who 
will be responsible for civil works. 

2. The project comprises the necessary alterations 
and additions to convert the existing Jordan Phos- 
phate Company silos to be used as grain storage 
silos. 

The existing silos comprise 4 No. concrete vertical 
silos sited at Russeifa on the Zarqa-Amman high- 
way. Each silo is a single bin 26 metres in diametre 
and 20 metres in height, with steel structured roof 
and covered connecting bridge on the top as well 
as a concrete tunnel under. 

3. The project is to be considered as a turnkey project 
(design and installation; based on the preliminary 
drawings and tender documents prepared by 
Ministry of Supply). 

4. The association of international and local contrac- 
tors could be either a joint venture or a subcontract 
agreement. 

The leading party of the association shall be the 
international firm specialised in manufacturing and 
erection of grain handling equipment. 

5. Interested international firms or their representatives 
may obtain the tender documents from the Tenders 
Department of the Ministry of Supply during office 
hours not later than 31/1/1994 against a non- 
refundable fee of JD150. Latest date for submitting 
the offers will be before 12.CX) noon on March 3i 
1994. 
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Asia replaces Europe as region 
with biggest deficit with Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) - Asia re- 
placed the European Com- 
munity (EC) as the region with 
the biggest current accountant 
■ deficit with Japan In the six 
months to June, the finance 
ministry said in a half-yearly 
report released Tuesday. 

Apart from a bigger trade 
surplus with Asia and a smaller 
trade surplus with Europe. 
Japan also recorded a sharp 
decline in its invisible trade 
^ficit with Asia and saw its 
deficit in ser\'ices trade with 
Europe* swing into surplus. 

' While the ministry publishes 
regional breakdowns of its 
merchandise trade surplus 
each month, details of Japan's 
services transaction with indi- 
\idual countries are released 
only every six months. 

The shaiply lower invisible 
trade deficit with Asia and the 
.disappearance of the deficit 
With Europe reflected a surge 
in > net inflows of investment 
income from both regions. 
Such inflows, comprising in- 
terest and dividend payments. 


grew by SI billion from Asia 
and S3 billion from Europe. 

The ministry said Japan's 
overall current account surplus 
with non-communist Asian na> 
tions widened from $19.5 bil- 
lion a year earlier to S28 bil- 
lion. or 41. b per cent of the 
world total of S67.3 billion. 

Asia's newly industrialised 
economies of South Korea. 
Taiwan. Hong Kong and Sing- 
apore together accounted for 
most of the surplus — $25.8 
billion, up from S19.2 billion a 
year earlier. 

Japan's current account sur- 
plus with the 12 European na- 
tions shrank from S2I.3 billion 
to S18.9 billion, or 28.1 per 
cent. of the total, and mainly 
reflecting a reduced surplus 
with Britain. 

Among major European 
countries. Japan had surpluses 
of S5.4 billion with Germany 
and $2.4 million with Britain 
accompanied by defidts of 
$436 million with France and 
S6 million with Italv. 


J ipan's surplus with the Un- 
ile< States meanwhile grew 
froin S19.7 billion to ^.7 
billion, amounting to 33.8 per 
CMt of the world total and 
o>«rtaking the imbalance with 
Europe. The current account 
surplus with Canada fell from 
SI. 4 billion to $387 million in 
•the .same period. 

The country's major current 
account .deficits meanwhile 
dropped from SI. SI billion to 
$982 million with Australia, 
from $1.95 billion to SS31 mil- 
lion with China and from $703 
million to S572 million with 
Russia, the ministry said. 

In services trade alone. 
Japan's defidt with Asia nar- 
rowed sharply from S2.8 billion 
to S920 million in the six 
months. 

,fjet inflows of investment 
income from Asia Jumped 
from $314 million to $1.3 bil- 
lion and inflows from private 
transactions such as manage- 
ment fees and royalties leapt 
from $579 million to $1.2 bil- 
lion. But Japan's travel and 


transport defidts with the re- 
gion were slightly smaller. 

" The invisible trade balance 
with Europe disappeared 
altogether, swinging from a 
$440 million defidt to a S2.5 
billion surplus. 

Net inflows of investment 
income from Europe jumped 

54.2 billion to $7.3 billion and 
were algiosi entirely responsi- 
ble for the shift. The travel 
defidt narrowed but. this was 
more than offset by a big ge r 

transport defidt and increased 
outflows to pay for other pri- 
vate transactions in Europe. 

Japan's invisible trade defidt 
with the United States was 
virtually unchanged but shrank 
from S1.9 billion to S1.8 bil- 
lion. • . . 

The modest decline reflected 
a decrease in the transport and 
travel defidts. But Ja|!»n saw 
reduced investment income 
from the United States, unlike 
that from Asia and Europe, 
and net inflows dropped from 
$7.8 billion a. year earlier to 

57.3 billion in the six months. 


OECD sees low- inflation, 
modest growth in Britain 


LONDON (R) — The British 
economy will enjoy modest 
growth over the next two years 
but the longer-term outlook 
depends on whether current 
low price and wage rises are 
here to stay or just an aberra- 
Cion, (he OECD has said. 

. Fn its latest outlook, the 
Organisation for .Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) founcl fewer question 
ihalics hanging over Britain's 
ilBCoivery than it did six months 

“‘Sustained, modest econo- 
mic growth with low inflation is 
projected for the coming two 
years." the Paris-based think- 
tank. which groups the world's 
24 richest countries, said. 

; In its report, it- forecasts 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
gro^h of two per cent this 
year, above the government's 
1 .75 per cent forecast, and 2.9 
per cent in b^ 1994 1995. 
The ofikoal forecast for 1994 is 
for expansion of 2J5 per cent. 

But the report was drawn up 
before tax rises and spending 


iSh 20^ 

budget on Nov. ^ and this 
fiscal tightening has led the 
OECD to cut its forecasts., 

OECD chief economist 
Kumiharu Shigahara wel- 
comed the action to cut the 
budget deficit. 

But he said: “‘Our staff 
worked out on a tentative basis 
the impact on the U.K. eco- 
nomy from this budget propos- 
al and we think that probably 
growth will be redu^ very 
slightly, say by a quarter of a 
percentage point or so (in 1994 
and 1995)." 

Mr. Shigahara said an in- 
terest rate cut before the 
budget would help counter the 
effect on demand and the 
pound’s strength would help 
offset any inflationary impact 
of indirect tax rises. 

' The government wants to 
hold the underlying inflation 
rate, excluding home loan 
costs, within a one-to-four per 
cent range and aims to get it 
into the bottom half of that 
range before die next election. 


due by mid-1997. 

Underlying inflation was 2.S 
per cent in November — the 
lowest level since 1967. 

“The short-run inflation out- 
look is benign, due in large 
part to the legacy of the longest 
postwar recession," the OECD 
said, although it felt that infla- 
tion might stay above the mid- 
dle of the target range. 

“^Over the medium term, 
sustained growth and job crea- 
tion 'MU depend on whether 
there has a fundamental 
change in wage/price be- 
haviour," the think-tank 
said. 

It noted what it called "re- 
markable mode^tion in wage 
settlements" — earnings 
growth is at a 25-year low •— 
but said dial nu^t be ix- 
plamed by a big jump in' male 
unemployment in all regions 
and sectors during the 1990- 
•1992 slump. 

Labour market conditions 
are slowly strengdiening and. 
like some mdependem eco- 
ncMnists. the OECT> seems un- 


convinced that pay settlements 
Mil remain low as unemploy- 
ment drops. 

However, that drop is not 
expected to. be dramatic. The 
OECD forecasts an unemploy- 
ment rate of 9 J per cent for 
ISI 95 , down only modestly 
frcm 10 per cent in 1994 and 
10.3 this year. 

SeasonaUy adjusted unem- 
ployment fell 36,100 in 
November to 2.82 million or 10 
per* cent of the workforce. 

The think-tank said a key 
foctor behind Britain’s recov- 
er from recession had been a 
big cut in interest rates since 
the pound quit the European 
exchange rate mechanism in 
late 1992. 

"The course of interest rates 
MU be influenced by progress 
on the fiscal* side and by in- 
terest rate developments in 
continental Europe." it said. 

Economists are expecting 
rates to foil in coming hionths 
from a current 5.5 per cent 
offset the effects of the budget. 


Kenya lifts all trade barriers on maize 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya has 
ended all trade restrictions on 
its sta|rie food main as part of 
moves to liberalise its eco- 
nomy. 

:ihe move announced in a 
government statement 
obtained by Reuters Tuesday 
was quickly hailed by Western 
donors, who underwrite 
annual aid to the East African 
country of up to $800 million. 

Agriculture Minister Smeon 
Nya^ae announced the dereg- 


ulation of all price controls and 
said all flour producer prices or 
maize price tags issued by the 
government earlier in the year 
would only be seen as guid^ 
lines. 

The minister also ended a 
government ban on movement 
of maize in the country. The 
ban was put in place to force 
producers to sell thdr produce 
to a state monopoly as a 
measure against ami^gling. 

“Anyone Mil be free to 


move unlimited quantities of 
maize, whether nnported or 
locally produced.. .Mthout any 
form of restriction." Mr. 
Nyadiae said. 

Western diplomats praised ' 
the move as the final act in 
freeing maize trade, previously 
the moiiopoty of tte poorly 
managed and loss-making 
Natio^ Cereals and Produce 
Board (NCPB). 
w..^Tbe World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fond 


(IMF) have pressed the 
ernment for some time over all 
such restrictions on the grmn. 
It is a positive step in reshaping 
this economy," a Western di- 
plomat in Nairobi said. 

Mr. Nyacfaae’s statement 
follows a pledge by President 
Daniel Arap Men two weelu 
ago .that ,bis govenunent would 
make pblk^ changes in the 
pricing and maiiceting of maize 
to reflect Kenya's uberalised 
economic environni^. 


Israeli 
bank 
directors 
fined $150m 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The (0 directors on 
the board of a bankrupt Israeli 
bank have been ordered to pay 
a 5150 million fine in an unpre- 
cedented court ruling pub- 
lished Tuesdav. 

The Jerusalem District 
Court set a precedent by find- 
ing North American directors 
fully responsible for embezzle- 
ment ariti conuption at the 
bank between 1978 and 1985. 

Four senior officials at North 
American were jialed in 1985 
for embezzlement after which 
the receiver filed charges 
against the whole board de- 
manding that lost money be 
returned. 

The board was held to have 
rubber stamped enormous 
amounts of credit which were 
never paid back. Members 
rarely turned up to board 
meetings. 

“The defendants did not 
bother to look closely at Bank 
of Israel audits that pointed 
out time after time almost all 
the problems." Judge Yaacov 
Bazak said in the 322-page 
ruling. 

According to Tuesday's 
Haaretz newspaper. Ehud 
Olmert. former health minister 
and today mayor of occupied 
Jerusalem, received an interest 
free loan of S50.000. The daily 
did not say if the right-wing 
member of parliament had 
.paid back the loan. 

Most of the 10 directors live 
abroad, including Yoel Her- 
zog. son of former president 
Chaim Herzog. 

The receiver's lawyer Yossi 
Segev said the ruling set an 
important precedent" for the 
condua of company directors. 


Yugoslavia 
imposes 
exit tax 
on citizens 

BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via, strapped.for bard corren-; 
cy, Tuesday announced an ibnt 
tax on its citizens travelling 
abroad, the Yugoslav news 
agency Tanjug reponed. 

The tax, introduced by the 
federal government, takes 
effect from Friday and 
amounts to 10 German marks 
(S7) per head, or its equivalent * 
in other hard currencies, and 
30 marks (S21) per vehicle, 
Tanjt^ said. 

Citizens travelling abroad 
for health reasons or to Serb 
territories in Bosnia and 
Croatia will be exempt. No 
similar tax applies to non- 
citizens. 

. The federal said it was 
forced to impose the tax be- 
cause of ihereased state huma- 
nitarian requirements and its 
inability, doe to international 
sanctions, to provide export- 
generated foreign currency 
needed for mediciries and 
other essential humanitarian 
goods. 


Norway plans no oil output 
curbs to shore up prices 


• OSLO (R) — Norway said 
Tuesday it had no pl(^ to 
restrain its North Sea oil pro- 
duction after a visit by Oman’s 
oil minister seeking iotema- 
tional support to bolster low 
crude prices. 

"Under the present cir- 
cumstances we will ont under- 
take any measures to restrain 
our production,” Industry and 
Energy Minister Jens Stolten- 
berg said after a meeting Mth 
Oman's Oil Minister Said Bin 
'Abnuul A1 Shanfoti. 

‘“OPEC is the cartel and 
OPEC has the main responsi- 
bility for exerdsing prodnetion 
restraints," Mr. Stoltenberg 
said. Neither Norway nor 
Oman are members of the 
Oi^^isation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

“Fm not expecting any cuts. 
I came only to exchange our 
views," Mr. Shanfari told a 
news oonferenoe, {laying down 
any disappointment Mth the 
meeting. “We will be in touch 
Mth eadi other in foture," he 
added. 

The Omani oil minister said 
his country, which pumps ab- 
out 800,0Ci0*barrels oil per day 


(b/d), would stick to its plan to 
cut output by five per cent 
from January even if other 
producers failed to follow suit. 

Oil prices have follen to their 
lowest in about five years. The 
benchmark Brent Blend for 
February loading was offered 
at 513.10 Tuesday, sharply 
down from about S20 a year 
ago. 

Norway is Eurt^ s top oil 
producer, pumjnng riose to 2.5 
million h/d. Mr. Shanfari, on a 
tour of non-OPEC producers, 
is heading for London to have 
talks Mth Britain energy 
dais. 

Mr. Shan fari said in Dama^ 
cus Monday that his Yemeni, 
Egyptian and Syrian counter- 
parts were ready to cooperate 
to restrict output. 

An OPEC delegation source 
bad said “the Norway talks are 
critical. Norway could start 
tbin^ moving." 

Norway MU send an obser- 
ver to a meeting of Indepen- 
dent Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (IPEC) in Yemen on 
Jan. 23 and 24. Mr. Stolten- 
berg said he knew of no plan- 
ned meetings between OPEC 


and non-OPEC prodwefs. 

Norway informany cooper-, 
ated with OPEC lutioas by 
restricting output after prices 
fell to $10 per barrel in 1986. 

"Thev (OPEC) have a con- 
siderably higher production, a 
considerably higher market 
share and a conmrably high- 
er use of capacity now tb^ 
thev had in 1986/' Mr. 
Stoltenberg said to explain why 
Norway planned to curbs. 

He also pointed at the hi^ 
pr^uction costs to pump oil in 
harsh conditions off Norway. 

“It is expensive for Norway 
to reduce production, but it is 
also difficult to increase pro- 
duction when prices are high. 
We are notin asiuiationwhere 
we can have standby capacity.’* 
Mr. Stoltenberg said. 

He also dted uncertainty 
over when Iraq might reenter 
the cii market aira OPECc 
own capability to carry out 
production restraints as 
reasons for not restraining 
Norway's output. 

Mr. Stoltenberg refused to 
say how low oil prices must foil 
before Norway might decide to 
curb production. 


Russian privatisation seen safe 
despite pariiamentary eiections 


MOSCOW (R) — Russi's pri- 
vatisation programme will not 
be derailed by opposition 
groups who dealt reformers a 
blow in this month's par- 
liamentary elections. Deputy 
Prime Minister Anatoly Oiu- 
bais said Tuesday. 

“Privatisation in Russia has 
taken place despite resistance 
from bureaucratic structures 
and various political forces... it 
has been supported by 62 per 
cent of Russia's people," Mr. 
Chubais, who is in charge of 
privatisation, told a news con- 
ference. 

“Although the debate on 
privatisation will continue... 
there is not a single political 
force which can turn it round. 
Almost all directors of enter- 
'^ses support 'privatisation... 
'.ft is now irreversible," he said. 

' Privatisation is a key ele- 
ment of President Boris Yelt- 
sin's economic reforms, de- 
signed to transform Russia 
from a socialist, centrally plan- 
ned system to a free-market 
economy modelled on that in 
the West. 

Mr. Yeltsin has promised to 
continue reforms regardless of 
the outcome of the parliamen- 
tary elections, whic^ put the 
extreme Nationalist Party of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky in a 
strong position and dealt a 
blow to radical reformers. 

"It (privatisation) has been 
fulfilled by two thirds at all 
levels.. .but privatisation in it- 
self is nor a solution to alt the 
problems our enterprises are 
facing. It opens the door to 
dvilised ways of settling those 
problems," Mr. Chubais said. 
“It is not up to a private 
company to attract investment. 
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M don’t mind if you call me sweetie 
or honey...buX please stop 
c^ling me dudeV 


Mutt*n’Jeff 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I igt by HanrI Arnold and Hlha ArgMon 


UnscrenUjle these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fonn 
four ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE BALD 
PBODUCe PEDDLER 

ENDED UP wrm. 


Now arrange ihe orcleo letters iq 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


PHhf answer hefB.- A LXXXUQ l I 


Yesterday’s 


TWEAK 


(Answers tomorrow) 
PHYSIC JURIST 


jumbieK BOOTY 
Answer. V^Mtfen^^^kerdisnkedhlstob — 


create institutions 10 market 
products and conduct structu- 
ral changes." 

Mr. Chubais said 70 per cent 
of small and medium enter- 
prises had already been priva- 
tise and 11,000 of the 14,500 
large enterprises due to be 
privatised had already been 
transformed into joint stock 
companies in readiness for 
being sold off. 


But the government has yet 
to detail plans for handling the 
problem of state enterprises’ 
mutual debts, put at more than 
10 trillion roubles (S,S billion). 

Bankers say some 2.S-.30 per 
cent of the indebted state firnu 
are in a position to repay, 
Many others could face bank- 
ruptcy unless the gtnornment 
provides support. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 29, 1993 

By Thomas $. Pierson. Asirologer. Carrr^l Righter Foundatton 


GENERAL TENDENDES: A 
possible difficulty where u 
romantic matter is concerned 
should not be allow to grow* into 
a full blown battle. Even though 
you don't agree, listen 10 what 
Ihe other person has to say and 
tell them you will think on it. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Get out in the world today and 
see those persons able to aid you 
CO make a big success of your 
outside activitiM and tonight en- 
joy public pleasures. 

TAURUS: (April 2U to May 2U) 
Get into as many interests' and 
activities as arc available to you 
this day and be epenminded to 
advancM wavs to get ahead sens- 
ibly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Analyse whatever your present 
position is and get into ways into 
enhancing the operative skill you 
have now for the future lying 
before you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be on qui rive for the 
many conditions coming into the 
open that can be beneficial to 
you and grasp them so you can 
utilise them to your advantage. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
very good time to so arrange 
your future dun'es that they can 
be accomplished with a much 
more henendai. routine straight 
line in the coming days. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22} You can wind up some 
happiest times vou have been 


having during ihe daviimv and 
tonight you will be able to make 
Mtmc aaion uiding to enjoyment. . 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Home should be (hui 
cesurtt of your end ol the year . 
uctiv^it»> so plan to be thcre'and 
to make as much happiness exist 
with own family as ^icisiblc. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Dashing about I 
and seeing as many usual con- 
tacts who are available can wind 
up the old year on a constructive 
note and start the new year 
correctly. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 2i) You would be 
smart to look into Ihe various 
liabilities and assets that arc now 
yours and know just where you 
^nd for the future today. ' 

CAPRICORN: (December to 
January 20) You need to clarify 
just whut your personal aims and 
ambitions are for the future so 
put on your thinking can and 
make wise decisions. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Getting into discus- 
sions of a constructive nature 
with advisors about how far you 
have progressed and where you 
are headed to gain unticipa'ted 
goals. 

PISCES: (February 21) to Mureb 
20) You can make up your mind 
about the good friends and the 
interesting acquaintances vou 
want in your life to bring in'ihe 
new year with usual aciirity 


THE Daily Crossword i„ 


Batty Jotgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Swindle 
S Network letters 
8 River duck 
l2hwisMe 
emanation 

13 Scorch 

14 Pe^'s Street 

15 Ourocher and 
Gann 

16 Loosen 

17 Reedy tar war 

18 Start of a quip 

21 Mnoldogtt^ 

22 Comte Johnson 

23 Condnua quip 

31 1051 

32 Vicinity 
SSGread 

34 Author Reming 

SS^L^ree 
38 Bern 
teNuttflesa 

eocreciien 

42SubmacMAa 

gun 

44 ItaHan number 

45 Contmua quip 

49 Dies — 

50 Fr. holy woman 

51 End of quip 

57 Ctriorful atone 

58 Sword 

58 Com 



"IKSSBJKS' — “ 


19 CoSecdon of 
Norse poems 
20— Lanka 

M „ 23 ReBgious sect 

g- down (muted) 24 Biackboanl 
teEnginaaound 25 Baseball HaiUof. 
64 Racetrack Fatnar 

“S2L- »CKnes*^»m 

66 Rested architect 

67 Earth Inheritors? 27 Poetic leet 
28 Andrea dal — 


DOWN 

1 — ammeniae 
2Acter'aRw 
SLinadup 
AGoffcIllb 
5 Jezabel's 
husband 
6Low-d0wn 

7 Native of 
Cenea 

8 Earthly 
9SL— 'Bfire 
10Pub pints 

11 Young ielkiws 
13 Faultfinders 
140Mocity 


29 Japanese aty 

SOUbby 

36 Tabla scrap 

87 justfflcation (or 
a feature story 

40 Tornado 

41 CuDed 

43 Defense ananee 
fetters 

48Br.Ryars 

so Trangsare — 
what they 
seem" 

51 Demnear 
Waler 


_Y8sleitlay*8 PoMe Sofretl- 


nnyi'iH nnnnn — 
„RnnninR nnnninra 
oninnHnn nnnnt^ran 
non Rnnnnnd^'“nnra 

QnnnnoR nnnnRnR 

npRnn nnnnn^ 


52 Rhythm" 
(Gershwin} 
83 Raja's wits 
54 Samoan erty 


55 Chap 

56 At^ 
teAWeat 
BiwapM 


















Economy 

China to allow foreign joint-venture airlines 

DOTITNr* u— ^ . 
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■ teliWG (R) : — China has 
said -it^ would allow fbrei^en 
to tin j(rint-venture aiilines for 
the. first time in 1994 in a 
stiaim to speed development 
of avi^on. 

IMIgners also would be 
J llowed t o invest in China's 
oonmercial airports and run all 
aspMts operations outside 
of air traffic control, said top 
for^ trade ofRdal Lin Kun. 

Siwilar pathbreaking invest- 
ineiitB would be allowed in 
ofiier parts of China's trans- 
port infirastnicture, whidt was 
not keeping pace with econo- 
mic ^owth running at 14 per 


cent and industrial growth well 
past 20 per cent, Mr. Lin said. 

Mr. Lin said expansion has 
been so brisk.that (^ina would 
be forced to resort more often 
to foreign-led “build, operate 
and transfer’* projects that 
bring swift results. 

Up to now, Beijing has in- 
sisted on the far slower process 
of developing its airports and 
management systems from 
scratch, relying on foreigners 
only for the airplanes. 

But a string of air accidents 
and chaoric conditions at most 
airports have persuaded the 
government that rapid import 
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Foreign investment 
in Morocco rises 

F^AT (R) — Foreign companies Invested 3,940 million 
dm^s (S416 million) m Morocco in the first 10 months of 
1993, the Morocco Exchange Office said Monday. 

_ period of 1992 foreign companies brought in 

2,7?2 million dirhams, then worth about 5330 million. 

The rate of investment has increased mainly in sectore which 
have recently been privatised, the office said. 

In 1993 the Moroccan government launched a vast privatisa- 
tion programme for 112 state-owned enterprises. 

Private Swiss, French, Spanish and Briii^ companies are 
the leading foreign investors, the office added. 
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U3. DeWer in Interne eionel Markets 


Aretb* Tokifo 

Camoey Cfose Close 

'**"-Z7/t2/93 "■“‘gg/tZ/9 3 

Pound J.5045 U50Z6 

IHnsthe Mark ;.7g?0 1.7015 

1.4435 1.444i 

FrenO Franc 5.7955 5.7950‘ 

Jepancse Ycd ?/?.j5 m.-?5 
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of flying stock without impro- 
ving ground control, reserva- 
tion systems and passenger 
management was unsustain- 
able. 

“These reforms will enable 
foreign investors to operate in 
China in line with international 
market pra«;ices,'' Mr. Lin. 
who oversees foreign invest- 
ment at the foreign trade 
ministry, told the official China 
Daily. 

Mr. Lin said foreign inves- 
tors would be allowed to invest 
in and run joint-venture air- 
lines on a trial basis starting in 
1994. ® 

One joint-venture carrier 
was announced last • month. 
Sino-Arab United Air, fi- 
nanced by investors in the 
south China's Zhuhai special 
economic zone and the United 
Arab Emirates, will fly be- 
tween Zhuhai and the Middle 
East and Africa, the Portu- 
guese news agency Lusa re- 
ported from Macau, which 
abuts the zone. 


Sino-Arab-African Interna- 
tional Group will supply seven 
Boeing aircraft worth $300 mil- 
lion. 

China recently signed the 
first deal allowing foreigners to 
run airports, where unre- 
fbrmed Stalinist management 
makes life miserable for soaring 
numbes of foreign and Chinese 
travellers. 

Contracts signed in October 
will allow Netheriands Avia- 
tion Technology Group to 
manage eveiythin'g but air traf- 
fic control at Fuzhou in coastal 
Fujian province and Urumqi in 
far western Xinjiang — both of 
which handle large numbers of 
tourists. 

Wth passenger loads grow- 
ing 25 per cent to 33 per cent a 
year and dozens of new airlines 
in the works, Beijing has ear- 
marked. $S billion for better 
infrastmaure at 40 key air- 
ports. 

Air analysts credit Beijing 
for finally opening the door to 
foreign investment and man- 
agement in aviation. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW#VS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 



PACKBIG. UR PREIGH1 
FORUMROMG. DOOR-tO 
E>OOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 




Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

604676 6Q4696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


Reel I 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 
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/ CHEN'S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongoliao Bari)tque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -.I: JO 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight y 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENPC q^£-CUISINE 

Atm«iphere^CU^^&^ 

Moderate 


At NeGiBiCo Bw in 

SOBCTHOm 
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One visit wffi make yoD 
a steady , we beUerein 


iMlASALONAND 

BEAUTYCENTm 

Hairdo, Washing by 
hot water and 
Arabic way. 
Manicure & 
Pedicure 

and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AV/S 


"We try harder. 



8 699-420 
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Kuwait blames Iraq for weak oil prices 


MANAMA'(R) — Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Alt Ahmad A1 Baghli 
has blamed Iraq for sending 
false signals to depress world 
oil prices. 

“Every time (oil) prices re- 
cover. Iraq publishes a report 
it would soon return to the 
marker leading to lower 
prices.** Sheikh Baghli told 
Bahrain's newspaper Al Ayam 
in an interview. 


“The (Iraqi) attempts are in- 
tended to harm the oil mar- 
ket." Sheikh Baghli -said in a 
telephone interview with the 
daily; 

“.All political indications 
show that the Iraqi production 
will not return before six 
months or one year in the 
earliest estimation," he added. 

Sheikh Baghli said the Gulf 


Cooperation Council (CCC) 
States voiced readiness 
Wednesday to cut their oil 
production if other producers 
a^eed to join a comprehensive 
effbn for “balanced" cuts. 

“We oppose such a reduc- 
tion if it not lead to higher 
prices." Sheikh Baghli said. 

The oil-rich GCC groups 
four OPEC members Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait. United Arab 


Emirates and Qatar with inde« 
pendent producers Oman and 
Bahrain. 

Sheikh Baghli refused to say 
whether the 12-nation Organi^- 
lion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) would hold 
an emergency meeting to tack- 
le low oil prices, but uid: "We 
are wailing 10 see results of 
Omani Oil Minister Said 
Ahmad Al Shanfiar's tour." 


Clinton takes tax deductions on old underwear 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Every year President Bill Clin- 
ton sits down to sort our old 
clothes to give to charity, care- 
fully noting the value of every 
item for tax deductions, right 
down to his underwear. 

The going rate for a used 
pair of the U.S. president's 
underpants in 1986 — when he 
was governor of Arkansas — 
was 52, according to docu- 
ments for' his tax returns pub- 
nished by the press here Tues- 
day. 


Two years later helisied a 
used pair of long underwear at 
$ 15 . while a suit with tom 
trousers ws set at $73. and 
twospons Jackets at S73 and 
$ 100 . 

Usded underpants are rarely 
sold in thrift shops, and when 
they are generally go for S2 a 
pair. Otherwise they are sold 
for rags at five or six cents a 
pound, charity organisers told 
reporters. 

Mr. Clinton's valuation of 


his other clothes was also on S30 a pair, and a white silk 

the high side — the latest dres.s is set at just $20. 

between $10 and $43. quoted one as saying 

Hrst Lady Hillary Clinton perhaps Mr. Clinton was 

apparently sets a far lower tryingio air hisdiny washing.in 

value on the family’s old public, while another s'ug- 

clothes. the Washington Post gested he was simply following 

^id. the rules for tax deducations. 

A list she is believed to have One rax expert said he had 
in 19^ values three pairs of never heard of anyone trying 
shoes at a total of $36 against to take a deduction on , his 
Mr. Ointon’s 1986 valuation of underwear, however. 
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'IiESTAUR.ANT 


■ Chinese . Thai, Philllpfno 
Indonisian & Malaysian Spe- 
cisKties. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Ctassical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

12 X» - 3 : 30 p.m 
6:30-11;30p.m 
( 7 days a week } 



2 nd Circle. Jahal Amman 
Opp«Hii« French Inaf 

..TeU653482 
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AoilJ 

* ' 120 

Authentic 
f Chinese dishes, 
from all gred re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China, 
fttpwid by ow 
CUMsedMft 
Open daby tor 
hirtch & dinner 
XAeasayanka 
JMtal Al Hussein 
hinistry of Trade 
^ a indLetrial Rd. 
t TeL want 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES^ 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77R TLX ; 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBOEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 



QesLauranL & Tapas 

Jebel Ammrm. 3rd rircle 
Tcl.61 3061 


srruDiOHAiG 

PiofessionaJ Qiulity in 
1 Hour Service' 

Devek^ your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pliote 
siaa 309$ larger 

* Free enlarge- 
lea n t 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Fully Serviced Flats 
in Grand hotel style ! 


r # 

SZEEHWflN 6ARBEH5 
GH1NE5E RESTAtmftNT 
lypical OiiDcse FMs 
Skilled adiMse Oiefe 

t <^H:30-x3BSeeao.U^ I 

Tklw aweir is asmilable 

Shat AM/ab Street 
Un unainah CemmeioS Cenee 

TelJ 881174 

-fnecTesUd AhwogsLcved. 


ATUOSFBERE 

(SEAIORS 

TALK OFTHETOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opm nlgUlir Fmn P Jl to 3M An 

ExBsplSundqr FranuAD PJI to3e AM 

Tue s d^ Cleeed 

Td:68S211 Fu: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - ShmeiMiii 


'Rm First Clatt Hotel In 
Amman that haa a 
Kitehenette In every room,J 
"Satellite T.V, RecepOon" 


Merry Christmas 
& happy new year 
Eiyoy our. sp. menue 
on Christmas day- 
lunch 

Christmas, Carols 
played on the piano 

Tel 68009;3 4 
. Fax 8238&J 
g Shmeisant-Near Babtsh 
■ Amrnan-Jordan 





The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

i$i Circle Jabal Amman near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take avsay is avBlIaMe 

Open daily I2:lKh3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Mkinight 

TeL 633968 


Best Phzas & Sandwiches 


Waiiuteiiri 


Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

Talic-Away Service ^ 
Shmeisjw 
Tel. 6S0b7n 


^ f i 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


-NIGHIXV- 
3fne 0ming 
amd 

Utyts Music 


Annan - Tel. 66B193 
P.0.B0X 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal RMidanee For 
Expatriataa and 
Buainaeemon 


SI ^tauTont 

Ambiance 


Yalentmo 

VRESTAURAHT 
jaS ALAMMIHHSr CIBeL E 
opsoaiiLTHEima BnanvTEuasaos 


Special Executrw Luncheoine i 

Take away service \ 
available ! 

open Daily 12 . 30 - 3 . 30 pm 

7.30-n.30pfii I 
After the Philadelphia Hotelj 
Ibwards 3rd circte i 


Happy Hour 

At 

From 6 to 8 pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 

CaU/or ret. rr\ ariott,‘< - 
Tel 669671/2 ~ 666140 
S/imcisani - A'exr ro 
Si^ht A SoiiiiJ 


^ EXOTIC @ 

AMSTERDAM $ 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN ^ 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 W 

CALL fflSHAM INTiib^ATONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 ^ 













World News 


U.N. blames Bosnian army for 
sparking massive Serb attack 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The United Nations Tuesday 
blamed the Muslim-dominated 
Bosnian army for sparking an 
unprecedented Bosnian Serb 
artillery barrage on Sarajevo 
by launching an assault on a 
Serb-held district. 

The charge came as the 
U.N. investigated Bosnian 
Croat accusations that govern- 
ment forces had committed 
atrocities in centra] Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
civilians waited in heavy snow 
for convoys they hoped would 
take them out of war-ravaged 
Sarajevo Tuesday as fighting 
raged across Bosnia. 

The first eight buses carrying 
evacuees were seen depaning 
from the city's railway station. 
*niey headed towards the Serb- 
held district of Lukavica a 
short distance from the capital 
and were escorted by Bosnian 
police and Bosnian Red Cross 
officials. 

The hundreds waiting in the 
cold to escape from the be- 
sieged Bosnian capital on con- 
voys organised by city author- 
ities were mostly elderly, war- 
woiinded or mothers with chil- 
dren. 

If the buses crossed the front 
line successfully and were able 
to leave the besieged city, they 
were expected to return for 
one or two more loads of pas- 
sengers. 

TTie buses were due to shut- 
tle 1.26S people out of 
Sarajevo to Lukavica. a few 
kilometres southwest of the 
capital. 

New convoys for Serb and 
.Croat areas were expected to 
form up in Lukavica. 

The United Nations was 
planning two medical evacua- 
tions out of Sarajevo Tuesday, 
with seven patients and eight 


of their relatives headed for 
Denmark, while eight others 
and nine accompanying rela- 
tives were destined for the 
United States. 

In Sarajevo suburbs, spor- 
adic shelling continued Tues- 
day following fierce fighting 
Monday between Serbs and 
Muslim-led Bosnian army, 
troops, the U.N. said. 

Giy hospitals reported at 
least seven dead and 52 
wounded in Monday's fighting. 

Maj. Van Biesebroeck said 
686 shells hit government-held 
territory and 126 impacts hit 
Bosnian Serb ground Monday. 

Most of the front line fight- 
ing overnight and 'Tue^y* 
morning was in the western 
suburbs of Rajlorac and Snip. 
Maj. Van Biesebroeck said. 

A Christmas-New Year's 
truce, agreed last week be- 
tween all three combatants, 
was supposed to last through 
Jan. 15 but it has failed to stop 
the bloodshed in Bosnia be- 
tween warring Serbs. Croats 
and Muslims. 

The U.N. planned to investi- 
gate allegations that the Bos- 
nian army killed captured 
Croat soldiers and may also 
have killed a number of Croat 
villagers. Maj. Van Bieseb- 
roeck said. 

He said a U.N. patrol Sun- 
day found the body of a Croat 
soldier in a village near the 
embattled central town of 
Gornji Vakuf. 

“He was killed by an axe 
blow to the head and was 
without a doubt a prisoner." a 
duty officer at a U.N. Protec- 
tion Force base in Kiseljak told 
Reuters. 

British troops stationed in 
central Bosnia had begun an 
inquiry into Croat allegations 
that five Croat soldier de- 


tainees were burned to death 
in the same area, the U.N. 
military official said. 

Croatian News Agency 
(HINA) reported Muslim-led 
forces attacked Croat positions 
at the village of Krcevine. 
northeast of Vitez. Tuesday 
morning. 

Croatian radio said Tuesday 
fivecivflianswere killed and two 
wounded from Muslim shelling 
near the central Bosnian town 
of Travnik. 

In the southern city of Mos- 
tar. Croats fired 40 rounds on 
besieged Muslims in the east 
sector of the town Tuesday and 
there was continuous small 
arms and machine-gun fire 
along the confrontation line. 
Maj. Van Biesebroeck said. 

The central Bosnia offensive 
by the Muslim-dominated 
army could provoke Croatian 
intervention in Bosnia. Croa- 
tian Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic warned here Monday. 

In a letter to European 
Community (EC) foreign 
ministers Mr. Granic said the 
“Muslim offensive against the 
last Croat enclaves is intensify- 
ing by the hour." and risked 
sparking "a large-scale 
Croatian-Muslim conflict with 
unforeseen, consequences." 

He called on the EC to press 
the Muslim-dominated Bos- 
nian army into halting its 
offensive in central Bosnia in 
order to prevent a greater 
tragedy, the HINA reported. 

Mr. Granic hinted Zagreb 
could withdraw concessions 
made to the Sarajevo author- 
ities in talks on the division of 
the country into three 
ethnically-based mini-states, 
unless the Bosnian government 
ordered its forces to call off 
their .nr^acks. 


The Christmas and New 
Year truce between the Croa- 
tian army and rebel Croatian 
Serbs was largely respected. the 
commander of UNPROFOR 
in the former Yugoslavia said 
Tuesday. 

However, breaches in the 
south of the breakaway Kra- 
jina region “did not augur well 
for the near future" said UN- 
PROFOR's General Jean Cot 
in 3 statement released here. 

The Dec. 24 to Jan. 15 truce 
' was “generally respected'* said 
Gen. Cot. adding that the 
“situation was relatively 
calm... The number of viola- 
tions of the ceasefire havins 
considerably diminished." 

But Gen. Cot said breaches 
of the truce in the Licki Osik, 
Benkovac. Miranje. Novi 
Grad and Smilcic areas were a 
cause for concern. 

In Belgrade. Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic's 
Socialist Party (SI’S) has fallen 
short of an overall majority 
after Sunday's repeat vote in' 
45 polling stations in Serbia, 
unofficial results showed. 

The new round, repeated 
because of irregularities at the 
Dec. 19 poll, did not affect 
earlier standings. 

The SPS will be the largest 
party in parliament with 123 
seats, hut this is below a clear 
majority in the 250-seat parlia- 
ment needed to form its own 
government. 

The opposition group DE- 
POS won 45 seats, the extreme 
nationalist Radical Party 39. 
the Democratic Party 29. 
Democratic Party of Serbia 
seven. Democratic Union of 
Vojvodina Hungarians five, 
and Albanian coalition two 
seats. 


Seoul casts doubts on N. Korean 
‘bomb’; U.S. threatens U.N. move 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea cast doubt Tuesday on a 
report that Pyongyang had 
already built a nuclear bomb, 
as Washington threatened to 
take the matter to the U.N. 
Security Council and Japan 
offered to mediate in the dis- 
pute. 

South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam said there was no 
proof that North Korea had 
managed to make atomic 
weapons, although 'It has a 
strong desire to develop 
them." 

"We have accurate informa- 
tion on the nuclear issue. So 
far we cannot say that North 
Korea ' has nuclear weapons- 
...we are exchanging informa- 
tion and are in dose consulta- 
tion with Washington (on the 
matter)", Mr. Kim was quoted 
by ; Yonhap News Agency as 


saying. 

In Washington, meanwhile, 
a State Department spokes- 
woman said the United States 
would have no alternative but 
to go to the Security Council to 
de.mand sanctions against 
Pyongyang if negotiations 
failed to resolve the dispute. 

But she also said the U.S. 
expected its dialogue with 
Pyongyang to continue, as a 
special envoy of U.N. 
Secretary-Genera) Boutros 
Ghali told Seoul that the North 
saw dialogue with the United 
Slates as the sole way to end 
the problem. 

In Tokyo, where concern 
has spriralled since Pyongyang 
threatened in March to quit the 
nuclear non-proliferation trea- 
ty (NPT), Foreign Minister 
'Tsutomu Hata said Japan was 
ready to play a mediatory role 


in the dispute. 

Japan, he said could help 
sway Pyongyang to accept out- 
side inspections of its sus- 
pected fadlities because its gap 
with North Korea recently 
appeared to be narrowing, af- 
ter Tokyo had admitted guilt in 
' wartime atrocities. 

**Wc will continue to maifcj^ 
an effon to keep in contact 
with (North Korea) and would 
like it to return to international 
sodetjr," Mr. Hata said. 

Palnstan Premier Benazir 
Bhutto, due in Pyongyang 
Wednesday, is also reported to 
be ready to act as go-between. 

To date- most hopes of out- 
side influence on Pyongyang 
had been pinned on Beijing, 
the only remaining ally of the 
isolated and hardline Stalinist 
regime of 81-year-old Kim II- 
Sung. 


China rejects role in 
resolving Kashmir dispute 


BEUING (R) — China Tues- 
day rejected visiting Pakistani 
Prim& Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to's request to play an active 
role in resolving her country's 
dispute with India over ^e 
Himalayan region of Kashmir. 

Premier Li Peng told Ms. 
Bhutto at a morning meeting 
that China welcomed all efforts 
to help resolve the longstand- 
inglrow but made clear Beijing 
wa5 unwilling to get involved, 
the; Foreign Ministry said. 

'•Premier Li emphasised that 
issues existing between Pakis- 
tan' and India — including the 
Ka^mir dispute — must in the 
end be resolved properly 
through patient bilateral dia- 
logue," minist^ spokesman 
Wu Jiaiunin said. 

Ms . Bhutto, midway 
through a three-day visit, came 
to .0)ina saying she thought 
Beijing could play a more 
dirM "moderating role” in the 
dispute between Pakistan and 
India. 

Mr. Li said a scheduled 
January meeting of the Indian 
and Pakistani foreign ministers 
provided a good opportunity to 
tacjde the Kashmir problem. 

Pakistan and India have 
foi^ht two of their three wars 
since independence in 1947 
over Ka^mir, two-thirds of 
which is ruled by India. More 
than 15,0(X) people have been 
killed since an anti-Indian re- 
beljion began in late 1989. 

Mr. Li and Ms. Bhutto 
touched on their controversial 
military ties during the 2V& 
hour meeting, demanding that 
the United States lift what ^ey 
called "unjustified" economic 
sanctions imposed on both 
countries. 

Washington’s ban on milit- 
ary sales to Islamabad is linked 
to allegations that it has tried 
to make nuclear weapons. 
Some U.S. arms exports to 


China were barred in connec- 
tion with Beijing's alleged sale 
of Mil missiles to Pakistan in 
violation of China’s non-prolif- 
eration pledges. 

Mr. Li said Chinese sales of 
arms to Pakistan would con- 
tinue on the principle that they 
be used only for self-defence 
and not to alter South Asia's 
military balance. 

Pakikani Defence Minister 
Aftab Shaaban Meerani 
atteoded the meeting but his 
Chinese counterpart, Oi Hao- 
tian, did not. Mr. Wu did not 
rule out a ministerial meeting 
during Ms. Bhutto's stay. 

Mr! Wu was askefi if Mr. U ' 
had sought Ms. Bhutto's help 
in trying to ease North Korea 
back into the nuclear non-pro- 
liferation movement when she 
visits Pyongyang Wednesday. 

He said Pyongyang’s alleged 
nuclear weapons programme 
was not discussed white other 
Officials were in the room, but 
he did not say whether Mr. Li 
and Ms. Bhutto had raised the 
subject later. 

llie two prime ministers 
watched the signing of five 
pacts on economic and tech- 
nological cooperation and bor- 
der trade and transport. 

Both had pronounced them- 
selves satisfied with bilateral 
ties and said economic and 
trade relations in- particular 
were improving, the Chinese 
spokesman said. 

Pakistan sees its close links 
with Qiina as a check on. the 
political and military clout of 
its chief rival, India, whose 
relations with Beijing have 
been impiwng. 

"China is our time-tested 
friend,” Ms. Bhutto told Mr. 
Li before reporters were 
ushered from the room. "Our 
relationship with China is the 
pillar, the cornerstone of our 
foreign poiiq^. 


Gunfire 
kills 3 as 
Aristide 
foes torch 
homes 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(R) — Gunfire killed at least 
three people as supporters of 
Haiti's military set fire to a 
slum stronghold loyal to de- 
pOKd President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. local radio stations 
reported. They said the arson 
Monday appeared to be in 
retaliation for the killing Sun- 
day night of Paul Issa, treasur- 
er of a pro-military organisa- 
tion known as FRAPH — the 
Front For Advancement and 
Progr^ of Haiti. 

Ftedio Tropique said three 
deaths by gunfire were con- 
firmed, and that witnesses in 
the neighbourhood had 
claimed the death toll was 
higher. Tropique said several 
people were also taken to hos- 
pitals. 

Heavily armed FRAPH 
members told reporters on the 
scene they were there to bring 
the situation under control and 
that they did not set the fires, 

FRAPH supports military 
leaders who ousted the elected 
president in a September 1991 
coup. The organisation hon- 
ours the memory and ideology 
of the late dictator Francois 
"Papa Doc” Duvalier. 

Radio reports blamed the 
fires on FRAPH members who 
reporters said were rounding 
up and beating people in Cite 
Soldi, a vast fetid slum where 
Mr. Aristide is revered. 

Reports on Radio Metro- 
pole and other stations said 
firemen did not respond and 
police on the scene were not 
intervening. 


Russian 
Dremier: 
Reforms 
will go 
ahead 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin was quoted Tuesday 
as saying Russia's market re- 
forms would not be altered 
after reformers suffered a re- 
buff in t)us month's parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Anna Tyagunenko, press 
secretary to Eronomics Minis- 
ter Yegor Gaidar, told reuters 
that Mr. Chernomyrdin 
assured leaders of the Russia's 
Choice electoral bloc Monday 
"there could not be any talk 
about reconsideration of the 
reform course.” 

Speaking by telephone, she 
said these were the words used 
by Mr. Gaidar to quote Mr. 
Oiernomyrdin when he sum- 
med up Monday's meeting. 
There was no immediate com- 
ment from Mr. Chernomyrdin 
himself. 

Russia's (Choice, led by Mr. ' 
Gaidar and other reformist ' 
ministers, failed to win a clear 
majority in the Dec. 12 elec- 
tions and the new paxiiament 
will be roughly split equally 
between reformers, conserva- 
tives and ultra-nationalists. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who 
staj^d above the election fray, 
initially blamed Mr. Gaidar for 
the poor showing, sayiong his 
ill-considered rush-towards a 
market economy had caused a 
protest vote. 



FRESH BREAD IN HIGH WATERS; An inhabitant of Esbly, 
France, returned with fredi bread feom the bakers, to the 
flooded house where his canine fnend awaits patiently for the 
waters of the River Marne to recede (AFP photo) 


Ciampi puts 
his fate in 
hands of 

parliament 

ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Carlo Azeglio Ciampi 
put his job in the hands of the 
country’s scandal-uinted par- 
liament Tuesday, saying he 
would decide his fete after a 
no-confidence debate due next 
month. , , 

"It's the government s duty 
to wait for the Jan. 12 debate, 
Mr. Gampi said at his annual 
end-of-year news conference 
ndien asked whether he would 
resign over the motion. 

A former governor of Italy's 
Central Bank who was 
appointed head of government 
last April, Mr. Ciampi said his 
administration was prepared to 
resign, having achieved its two* 
main aims of piloting electoral 
reform and a 1994 austerity 
budget through parliament. 

But he stress^ that Italy 
needed a government which 
could guarantee stability, 
democrat and normality in 
the run-up to a watei^ed 
general election, expected ear- 
next year. 


Pretoria, ANC argue over police 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The ANC and the South Afri- 
can government, reacting to a 
series of attacks on policemen, 
blamed each other *Tuesday for 
driring a wedge between the 
police force and the black 
majority community. 

Four policemen have been 
lolled in one township alone 
this month, bringing the total 
for South Africa this year to 
250. 

On Monday the police said 
they were suspending normal 
policing in the township, Alex- 
andra north of Johannesburg, 
and police there would patrol 
only in armoured vehicles with 
the unpopular Internal Stabil- 
ity Unit (ISU). 

The African National Con- 
gress condemned the latest 
killings of policemen but said 
the National Party govern- 
ment had contributed by mak- 
ing blacks distrust the police 
force. 

“The government used the . 
police to protea and defend ' 
the apartheid system. ..the 
ANC is not responsible for the 


perceptions which the com- 
ma nity have of the 
police.. .The police were 
viewed as a force to wage war 
against the people,” ANC 
spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa 
told Reuters. 

"It is the responsibility of all 
political parties to help change 
that perception... and for the 
police to become more 
accountable to their communi- 
ties,” he added. 

Law and Order Ministry 
spokesman Craig Kotze wel- 
comed the condemnation of 
^ killings but said the ANC 
itself was to blame for the 
escalating attacks on 
policemen. 

“However welcome such a 
statement may be, the conde- 
mnation will be a case of too 
little too late unless the ANC 
immediately defiises the cli- 
mate of hatred and aggression 
which it has itself unleashed 
against the South African 
police,” he told reporters. 

"The ANC should begin this 
process by at least giving a 
public guarantee that recent 


statements such as that by 
(ANC Youth League leader) 
Peter Mokaba, that guns 
^ould be turned on police, 
will never again by uttered by 
ANC leaders or members, and 
that such statements do not 
represent the offidal policy of 
the ANC,” Mr. Kotze added. 

At a funeral last week for 10 
township residents, Mokaba 
advised mourners to aim their 
weapons at policemen. 

"'You must direa your guns 
against the ISU rather than 
your own brothers,” said Mr. 
Mokaba, who has ^en widely 
criticised in the past for chant- 
ing "kill the Boer, kill the 
fumer.” 

Mr. Mamoepa described 
Mr. Mokaba's remariu as un- 
fortunate. 

“It was an unfortunate state- 
ment which does not reflea 
our position or policy...This 
stat^ent can only help fuel 
tension,”, Mr. Mamoepa said. 

A national peace force 
grouping all of South Africa’s 
armed formations could be on 
the ground in the townships. 


10th Chinese plane hijacked to Taiwan 


TAIPEI (R) — A Chinese 
couple, travelling with their 
six-year-old daughter, hijacked 
Chinese airliner to Taiwan 
Tuesday and asked for asylum 
— the 10th such hijacking since 
April. 

The couple, brandishing a 
fake bomb, forced a Fujian 
Airlines plane carrying 42 pas- 
sengers and eight crew mem- 
bers to land at Taipei Interna- 
tional Airport and surrendered 
to Taiwanese authorities, an 
airport spokesman said. 

The propeljer-driven. 
Chinese-built Yun-7 plane was 
on a domestic flight from the 
city of Ganzhou in southern 
China to the southeastern 
coastal city Xiamen when it 
was hijacked, he said. 

As in previous incidents, the 
hijackers in Tuesday’s incident 
would be detained in Taiwan 
for trial on air piracy charges. 
Interior Minister Wu Poh- 
Hsiung told reponers. Their 
daughter was airo expeaed to 
stay on the island. 

China has demanded the re- 
patriation of the 12 Oiinese 
asylum-seekers who hijacked 
j planes to Taiwan in the pre- 


vious nine incidents, and the 
issue has become a major 
source of tension between the' 
two sides. 

A third round of bilateral 
talks in Taipei last week failed 
to reach agreement on a paa 
under which Taiwan would 
send the hijackers back. 

China, which has viewed 
Taiwan as a renegade province 
since the end of the civil war in 
1949, has refiised to recognise 
Taiwan's jurisdiaion over the 
hijackers. 

Police identified the couple 
as Luo Changhua. 38. and his 
wife Wang Yuying, 34. 

They were quoted by a gov- 
ernment statement as saying - 
they had come to Taiwan to 
“seek shelter because the 
Chinese Communists ignored 
the rule of law and demolished 
their home four months ago." 

Luo carried a bottle contain- 
ing baneries, a nail, a box of 
matches and wire, claiming it 
was a bomb. Wang handed a 
note to the pilot threatening to 
blow up the plane, police said. 

Taiwanese state radio re- 
ported that another <!^inese 
airliner on a domestic flight 


veered towards Taiwan Tues- 
day in an apparent hijacking 
but then turned back towards 
CThina. 

The report, which quoted 
unnamed sources, could not be 
immediately confirmed. 

Taiwan has said it is willing 
in principle to send hijackers 
back to China to deter future 
incidents, but insists on reserv- 
ing the right to exclude some of 
them if it determines they have 
valid political or religious mo- 
^ves. 

China has accused Taiwan of 
indirealy encouraging the hi- 
jackings by felling to send sus- 
pects back immediately. Two 
hijackers have been sentenced 
to 10-year prison terms in 
Taiwan and the rest are await- 
ing trial. 

Beijing said Monday that 
pilots would be instruaed in 
new. tougher tactics to thwan 
hijackers, without giving de- 
tails. 

Last Thursday China sacked 
its civil aviation chief, Jiang 
Stuping, at the end of a year 
whidi saw at least three air 
crashes as well as the hijack- 
ings. 


Japan parliament ends year without fresh timetable 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japan's parliament ended the 
year in deadlock Tuesday, 
clouding prospeas that Frime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa's 
package of political reforms 
can be enaaed by a parliamen- 
tary session deadline in 
January. 

Pariiamentary offidals said 
Mr. Hosokawa's coalition, 
which is string its future on 
passing the refonns into law by 
the end of January, failed to 
agree with the opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) on when to resume ses- 
sions. 

The coalition argued for par- 
liamentary debate to open on 
Jan. 4, after a six-day break. 

'Die opposition LDP re- 
jected the date, saying it 
wanted to take a recess until 
Jan. 9, inviting coalition 
accusations of delaying taaics. 

The only fixed date so far is 
jan. 4. when the coalition and 
the opposition meet to thrash 
out the parliamentary sche- 
dule. 

Political reforms have been 
dominating parliamentary de- 
bate. postponing badly-needed 


measures- to boost the eco- 
nomy which is suffering the 
worst recession since World 
War II. 

Last Friday Mr. Hosokawa 
said the annual budget, which 
would include such fiscal mea- 
sures. will be drafted in mid- 
January. 

He also apologised to the 
nation for not meeting his self- 
imposed year-end deadlier! to 
enaa the political reforms, a 
pledge he made when he came 
to power in August. 

Ilie reforms, which include 
new electoral districts and 
stria measures to fight corrup- 
tion, have languished in parlia- 
, ment for five years. Two suc- 
cessive LDP government fell 
for not being able to aa on the 
proposed reforms, 
q Mr. Hosokawa backjed up 
his August promise by saying 
he would take political respon- 
sibility if he failed to keep it. 
meaning he would either step 
down or call snap eleaions. 

He said* the new deadline 
was Jan. 29. the end of the 
current 135-day session. 

Meanwhile, talk of snap 
general eleaions was fire — a 


last resort for Mr. Hosokawa 
should he fail to seal approval 
of the reforms by that date. 

Many parliamentary aides 
said lawmakers were scurrying 
to their home districts to pre- 
pare for a possible election 
campaign. But the top govern- 
ment spokesman said those in 
the coalition parties should 
stop such talk. 

"nte economy is in at the 
very bottom and we just held 
elections half a year ago," 
Masayoshi Takemura told a 
convention of his party, the 
Harbinger New Pany. 

"It is highly improper of us 
tp speak of (holding elec- 
tions), he said. "From the 
viewepoini of public opinion, 
we must avoid this at all cost." 

Takashj Yonezawa, another 
leader of one o the parties in 
the eighl-group coalition, also 
said snap elections would hurt 
(he country. 

"It is totally senseless to 
dissolve parliament when the 
economy is in such a serious 
state." 

With a tough of caution 
however, he added a custom- 


ary phrase which says anything 
can happen in Japan's unpre- 
dictable politics: “It’s pitch 
dark an inch ahead of your 
nose." 

Meanwhile, the leader of the 
largest party in Japan's ruling 
coalition told its members 
Tuesday to be ready for a 
possible snap eleaion to be 
called in January. 

. "Cjeneral eleaions may be 
held next year," Tomiichi 
Murayama. chairman of the 
Democratic Party 
(SDP), told a party meeting 
according to politicians pif- 
sent. ^ 

He was speculating on what 
Mr. Hosokawa might do if he 
felled to get his political reform 
bills approved before the pre- 
sent extended parliamentary 
session ends on Jan. 29. 

Mr. Murayama said that a 
general eleaion was undesir- 
able at present in view of the 
urgent efforts needed to 
achieve economic recovery. 
But he said it was not possible 
to predict what action Mr. 
Hosakawa would take. 


C!IIC.*\00 (AFP* — Ab 
cieht-ycar-irid b«.ty was 
aprcirciiils punished for tipen- 
iim a C'hriMffius present ttio 
eaViv bv being shackted tn u 
M‘and k'fi alone in a dark 

apartment. BUtboriMS Niid. The 

hov. whi>M.* name «a.*i not re- 
IcHNcd. was shackle to ;i bunk 
bed by his uiikk* and dressoii 
only in an undeishirt when 
police found him in an until 
apartment, police Siiid. .An 
anonvmous tipsier telephoned 
police to report the abuse. 
Madeline and David Wascl. 
(he boy's mother and step-* 
hither, had taken an older 
brother and gone to visit her 
mother, said Dupiige (’ouniy 
State's Attorney James Ryan. 
Both children ww placed with 
relatives. The couple was 
Charged with child endangvr- 
ment and reckless conducl. 
said Ryan. If conviaed. they 
could be sentenced to a year in 
prison and u SI, Odd fine. 

Japanese diver 
finds sunken 
Portuguese wreck 

JAKARTA (AFD - A 
Japanese diver working .it a 
pearl ranch has found what is 
believed to be the wreck of an 
undent Portuguese ship which 
sank off the' spice island of 
Banda in the Moluccas, the 
Antara News Agency siiid. 
Hironori Imanishi found the 
half buried wreck at a depth 
20 metres off Banda Besar 
Island, in central Moluccas 
earlier this month. Antara 
said. Four cannons WLtC tound 
with the wreck, reported to be 
in a bad state, and one of them 
has since been lifted ashore 
and taken to the office of a 
local pearl cultivating com- 
pany. A local offidal said the 
wreck could be 500 years old, 
dating back to the time the 
Portuguese first came here to 
trade spices. 

Morrison loses 
manuscripts in 
house fire 

GRAND VIEW. New York 
(AFP) — Nobel Literature 
Prize winner Toni Morrison 
said she lost all her manu- 
saipis in a fire that burned 
down her country house at the 
weekend. Saturday's fire. 
w|iich<took more tiiaii lOO fire- 
fighters five hours to pul out, 
may hiave been caused by an 
ember from a fireplace, Ms. 
Morrison’s son Slade Morrison 
told firefighters. Asked which 
of her manuscripts had been 
destroyed in the fire that razed 
the four^torey house near the 
Hudson River on Christmas 
Day. the 1993 Nobel prizewin- 
ner for literature said she hud 
lost them all. including her 
earliest writings. 

Germans rush 
to exchange gifts 

BONN (AFP) — Department 
stores and gift shops were 
taken by storm Monday a.s 
Germans indulged in their 
fevourite post-Christmus treat 
— exchanging presents ihev do 
not like or that conked out 
before the holidays were over. 
German stores traditionaliv ex- 
change clothes, hi-fi mate'rial, 
teddy bears or household ap- 
pliances for other items or re- 
funds as long as the merchan- 
dise is returned with the proper 
receipt. One in four presents is 
thus relumed to the store 
where it was bought, generallv 
before the end of the vear. and 
salesclerks spend up’io three 
hours a day just for post- 
V*n«mas swaps, according to 
the Retail Trade Federation. 
Monday many shops also 
offered savings of up to 50 per 
cent. ^ 

Police turn 
tables on radio 
eavesdroppers 

Engl.md (R) 

~ Police in northern England 
turned the tables on radio 
hams who eavesdrop on police 
radio by truing a spoof broad- 
cast of aliens landing nearby 
and then arresting tfeise who 
turned up to see the ‘•space- 
men . ^uth Yorkshire Poliw 
Force launched "Oper.uion 
Marconi when they Mispeclcd 
cr^mals were cashing fo on 
information gleaned from the 
airwaves. The Giuirdijn dnilv 
newspaper reported The 
Wj;csdroppers "could hardlv 
believe thoir ears _ .u' 
were invading planet Ear' 
ih...Doncaster to be exact” 
the report, citing the 1 -«pI» 
edition of a local 
zinc. said. It said wvera" 
pte were arrested and 
wih acting ilkgaiiv ” 
formation m police broadcast 
fanning equipment can ^ ' 
^-lly purchased for 
pounds and it is ntw illcL m 
-ve^rop on ,«lice 
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PARIS— Hie Paris-Dakar Rally, whidi this tinie 
wUI finish badi in the French cai^tal, started 
Ttaesday morning fhtmi under the Eiffel Tower. 
Two-hondred and fifty nine teams — 96 cars, 96 
motoriTcles and 29 tmcks — started the event. 
The first stage took the rally caravan to bordeanx 
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Ipeci^enbauer 
porcstore 
Bay^ glory 

MtJNlCR (R) — Germany's 
fevounte' soccer son Frdnz 
. BedEehteuer. took over Mon^ 

' day 'at- Munich, the 
' clnb'he captdned to three soc- 
AS cessive ;EQropean Cup 
triumphs in the 1970s. 

. The way for the “Kaiser" to 
try to restore the glory days 
was deared by tbe resignation 
earlier in rite day of Bayern 
Go^ .Erich Ribbeck. 

Beekeabraer, the only man 
to win ^'Worid Cup as cap- 
tain and coach, is expected to 
Stan to new job next week, 
tat he may Only stay until the 
end of the season, team 
sooroes said. 

. It is befieyed Bayern's first 
dKrice was' Monaco's Arsene 
Weuer. -Although he turned 
^ Oermaisdown, tiie dub is 
. stiD thp^C to be interested in 
hhn. 

» RiUi^ told a news confer- 
ence Monday he bad to take 
lesponsibUHy for the team's Ik yr • 

poor performance in this sea- |vl 5101111 *^ 

SOT'S UEFA Cup when they WEI. ^ 

were snrprisingly beaten in the 

second round by England's K mO 1 

Nbrwidi GQr. VTdyf J. 

But be (fisputed any sugges- LONDON (Agencies) — 

tk» he was giving Becken- Adrain* Maguire landed his 

taner a seco^-rate team. lOOih winner of the season 

• *Tm not hiding over a Monday, capturing the valu- 
tam of oobodies or a pile of able King George VI Chase 
rujjble, as. some people might on 9-2 chance Barton Bank — 
tiimk," be said. and was promptly banned for 

"This IS a complete tarn two days, 
that's op there at the top. While the huge holiday 
Unfortunately, I must say crowd thrilled to Maguire's 

deariy — and this may in the latest exploits, the Kempton 

end be tibe reason why I’m Park stewards took a less char- 

leaving — that it failed in the itable view, banning the Irish- 

secota roimd of the UEFA man for excessive use of the 

whip. 

»■ Afterj sticky period follow- French-trained favorite the 
ing the UEFA Cup disappoint- °f Adam 

mint. Baym did weU ^ugh Kondrat and mnner of BntKh 
to stand tinid as the Genntn s ™rer highJwht for 

League weat into its winter 2?.'“'..!*? 

break. '* behind Bradbury Star, 

Bayeni have won the Bun- ^ M“n*y. 

desli^ a lecoid 12 times. But ^Murphy, a com^tnot of 
theirl^dtampionshipwasin J^S^re s. was also barred for 
^ two days for the same whip 

For a club which once o*- <"s i\ 1.^1 ^ 

dominated Europe, their in- (5-1) ^ked- 

abitity to secure a place in the {? Barton 

Champions’ Cup \n ecent sea- 

sonstobeen immensely frus- at his best, 

wich>Wte« bittef blowf ^Ld 10 win by a 



Paris-Dakar Rally sets off 


with the first four kiloiiietFe special section 
Tuesday afternoon iu the Yoone region of central 
France. The 13,379 kDometre race finishes on the 
Ctamps Elysee ou Jan. 16. The photograph shows 
Frendi drivtf Pierre Cbarmasson at (be wheel of 
his Toyoto at tiie start of the rally (AFP photo) 


Maguire collects 2- day ban after 
King George VI Chase victory 


• it'Uiit 


urkei 


die problems facing him, but 
his pedigreo is unquestioned. 

As-a ^yer be won a record 
103 caps for his country, cap- 
tained West Germany to 
Woild Cup victory in 1974 and 
to the European title two years 
earlier. 

In 1990 be coached the Ger- 
man team to tiidr triumph in 
Italy. 

^At_stob level be steered 
iBayera. Munidi to three suc- 


The Fellow, who started at 
7-2, stayed on to take third 
prize money, 10 lengths behind 
Bradbury Star. 

Both the winner and tiie 
runner-up were hard-driven 
from the last fence, but prob- 
ably neither would have per- 
formed so well without the 
urgings of their riders and the 
aid of the whip. 

The bans start on Jan. S. 

As at Cheltenham two years 


ago when he won the Gold 
Cup on Cool Ground, 
Maguire’s uncompromises 
approach on the big occasion 
landed him with a ban. 

Maguire was said to have 
struck Barton Bank 10 times 
and Murphy hit his horse 
seven. Stewards' Secretary 
Jeremy Ker said: “They were 
hitting their mounts with every 
stride and not giving them time 
to respond." 

Under the rules, stewards 
can consider action against 
jockeys who hit their mounts 
more than five times after the 
last fence. 

Maguire said: “We didn't 
abuse our horses but the ste- 
wards have a job to do." 

Despite the ban, winning 
trainer David Nicholson warm- 
ly praised Maguire. He said: 
“I've been around racing since 
1945 and he's the best I’ve 
seen. That's not an accolade, 
it's the tnitiu . 

“1 left the tactics to adrian 
and he did everything, right. 1 
was lucky enough to win a 
Cheltenham God Cup (in 
1988) with Clliarter Pany bur 
this horse means more to me 
and he could go to Chelteham 
without another run." 

The horse is now unbeaten 
in three races this season and is 
an 8-1 diance for the Gold Cup 
in March. 

Young Hustler made the 
early running in Monday's 
three-mile (4.8 km) test. 

Barton Bank joined Young 
Hustler early on the first drcuh 


with the Fellow in close con- 
tention at the head of the 
10-strong field. 

Turning into the final 
straight, Bradbury Star loomed 
large with Murphy barely mov- 
ing a muscle and Maguire hard 
at work. 

At the second last fence 
there were five horses in line 
and none was going better than 
Bradbury Star. 

But Maguire stoked up his 
mount in tremendous style on 
the run-in to hold off Bradbury 
Star as the pair drew clear from 
the Fellow. 

Maguire said: “Barton Bank 
made a lot of mistakes, but I 
think it looks a lot worse than 
it feels." 

Murphy said: “1 thought i 
would win the whole way 
round but I was outstayed." 

Francois Doumen, the Fel- 
low's trainer, believed that 
being sandwiched between 
Barton Bank and Bradbuiy 
Star two fences out cost his 
horse a winning chance. 

In Wolverhampion, eng- 
land, Petraco made Briti^ 
rhorse racing history Monday 
. when the S-year-old thorough- 
‘ bred won the nation's first 
horse race held under flood- 
lights. 

lUdden by Steve Williams, 
Petraco won the 6-forlong (1 
kilometre) fait race at a new 
S23 million all-weather Wol- 
veibampton Circuit. 

With 78 columns of lights 
around tta circuit and some 
10,000 fans watching. Two 
floodlit races were sts^ed. 


arid the Millions face World Cup ‘sickness’ 

Dem*cS*wSS^ LONDON (R) — Millions of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) night matches in Europe ^ 

toestic troDhies ^ European soccer fans will get a kick-off — every night, be at breakfast time for the 

He W 9 fi We«t.G^»n Fnnt- dose of tiicir favourite illness . , _ But people _are used to this 


pm Cup Wuii^’ Cup and 
eight domestic -tn^bies. 

He was WestGerman Foot- 
t^er of tbe Year a record four 
times and twice European 
FootbaUer tri ita Year. 

After to World Cup success 
in 1980, Bedtenbauer had a 
spell witii MaiseiUe, nominally 
as teduikal director but tbe 
arrangieinienl'ODLy tested a few 
months.. 


next summer — late night 
World Cup sckness. 

Insomniac fans are going to 
need plenty of stamina, plus 
flasks of black coffee, to keep 
them going through the first 
eight (teys — or nights — of the 
tournament when there is a 
midnight or half-past. midnight- 
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fnlnfrnrrt rnn 

bo BMin zemsfiig playing an 
hoDeat cardJCook aft this band from 

a dob pnma Bnfilo, N.Y. 

Few hsarta waa dia popohr con- 
Wac^ Baoally tfnrlmd irin tha dixeet 
raiM diomi above. 77w imivaBal 

tad ma the dtamniid. 

tekn by Bnt'a ace. InvariaUyr do- 
tanr.UBaeskded 'with the kh«. 


Moat East^ now cashed a 98de. 
Whan West eonfanbiited tto two, 
eoDK Euto 1 e v erted to a **“"»^"** 
ibr Weat to niK but that was the 
third and trick for the drienae. 
Dedaier’s dub loser eventually (fis- 
appeared on tha tabled fourth 

When James Mathis held the 
Beat be saw at onca that de- 
elaieris could not be a teue 
eud. If it wen. West had to have 
started with J 10 5 in diamondB and 
bom **»««■ iw>i<iiMg tiw lead would 
have *iia jack. So Mathis re- 
turned the six of diamoDda, a suit 
Dteierenee iig"a^ for spades. West 
ntfihd, A»*ifaHy to a w»de 

and got another chamond lufL That 
cut declarer off from dnntiny and 
the defisnders f»*****MHy seined a 
rfnti tridc for down ttio. 

The correct falsecard is the jack 
of diamonds, hot even the ten would 
have left with a problenk Tliat 

would have meant the opening lead 
was either fiomK 10 6, likely, or KJ 

5, less probable. ESeet woold have to 

gueee whether to continoe with a 
SuMwowd or try to cash whatever 
tzide in the defenders were 
due. 


A total of only U matches 
out of the 52 in the month- 
long competition wilt kick off 
so late for Europeans — but 
that still means millions of soc- 
cer fans across the continent 

S om Dublin to Athens watch- 
g live action half the night of 
games taking place up to 
11,000 kilometres away. 

International Football Fed- 
eration (FIFA) spokesman 
GiiidotOTiioni said: “Only 11 
of the 52 matches kicking off so 
tete is not a bad ratio. 

“Of course that might well 
mean millions of people going 
to work bleaiy-eyed the next 
day — but that is all part of the 
World Cup ‘sickness' which 
fans love every four years. 

“On a more serious note, 
both FIFA and the organisers 
are very pleased with the final- 
ised kick-off times. 

“Most of the matches will 
kick of early in the afternoon 
or evening and the American 
organisers have done as much 
as humanly possible to 
accommodate all the conflict- 
ing interests — ■ the fans in the 
stadiums, European television 
«wiH also Other fans around the 
world in Africa and Asia. 
“For fans in Asia the late 


* NEWLY BUILT { behind Philadelphya Hotel } . 
*conslst8 of ( 2 bedrooms « salon + dining + 
living room ) > fully equiped kitchen, TV + satHIKe 
telephone , Full Seeriterial Service is available . 
CALL : f 695573} 


night matches in Europe will 
be at breakfast time for them. 
But people are used to this. It 
is all part of the World Cup." 

Jim Trecker, chief press 
spokesman for the organising 
committee said: “We think we 
have a very good balance of 
kick-off times. Obviously we 
can't please everybody, but we 
have known about the prob- 
lems caused by our different 
time zones forf six years and 
we think we have coped with 
them all " 

The opening match between 
holders Germany and Bolivia 
will kick off at 1400 local time 
(2000 GMT) in Chicago Fri- 
day, June 17. 

The late night marathons 
will begin the same evening 
when Spain kick off against 
South Itorea at 1830 local time 
(0030 GMT) in Dallas. 

~Tbe other tint round match- 
es sdieduled for late kick-offs 
are: Colombia v' Romania 
(June 18) Cameroon v Sweden 
(June 19) Netherlands v Saudi 
Arabia (June 20), Bulgaria v 
Nigeria (June 21), United 
States V ^lombia (June 22(, 
South Korea v BcrfMa (June 

23) , Sweden v Kusste (June 

24) , Argentina v Bulgaria 
(June 30) and Greece v h^ria 
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A1 Ahli poised to retake 
Jordan basketball title 


By Aleen Bannayaii 

special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fans and (^yers 
.will bid the 1993 basketball 
season farewell when the conn- 
try's all-time rivto, A1 Ahli 
and Al Orthodox!, clash 
Wednesday for the Kingdom's 
most prestigious basketball ti- 
tle — the &st division cham- 
pionship. 

Tltletalders Al Ahli, who 
now lead the standings after 
their 70-60 win over Al Ortho- 
doxi in the first round final, 
seem eager and ready to con- 
tinue their unbeaten streak and 
upset the former champions to 
retain the title they won in 
1990 and 1992 after a decade- 
long reign by Al Ortiiodoxi. 

According to tbe 1993 com- 
petition rules issued by the 
organisers — the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation (JBF) — 
the top-two teams will have to 
play a deciding round if they 
draw in the overall standings. 
Therefore , if Al Orthodox! win 
Wednesday, fans will have to 
await a title-dedding best-of- 
I three round. 

However Al Ahli appear 
better prepared to upset their 
opponents and avoid a decid- 
ing round. 

Besides the fact tint they 
have an abundance of more 
experienced replacements on 
the bench, Al Ahli's Ukrainian 
coach has si^ificantly altered 
their style which has proven to 
be successful when facing slow- 
er team like Al Orttadoxi, 
who mainly depend on the 
seasoned yet individual efforts 
of the Barakat brothers. 

During the past year, Al 
Ahli won six of 7 encounters 
*•'•**' ’•'p-'r all-time rivals: 


— First round of *92 final 
(Ahli) 68-65 

Slecond round of *SI2 final 
(Onhodoxi) 84-81 in a con- 
troversial match which Al Ahli 
■nast they had won before the 
match went into overtime. 

— Ramadan Charity Match 
(Ahli) 82-78 

— Ai Maidan Tourney 
(Ahli) 90-71 

— '92 title-dedding matdi 
(Ahli) 85-61 

— Al Ahli tourney (Ahli) 
60-59 

— First round of *93 final 
(Ahli) 70-60 

This year's competition, 
which began in August and was 
put on hold whDe the national 
team prepared for and com- 
peted in the Asian Cham- 
pionships, lacked the attend- 
ance and interest fans who 
have bad to follow up most 
teams' inconsistent results for 
over four months. 

At the end of it all, AI 
Jazireh held on to tUrd ^ace 
for the second year in a row 
while Al Jalil again finished 
fourth. 

While Al Jazireh had scored 
a 91-79 victory over Al Jalil in 
the first round, they could only 
manage a 54-53 win in the 
second round. However, they 
stU proved to be a team to be 
redroned with and lost only to 
Al Ahli and Al Orthodoxi. 

Meantriiile Al Watani, who 
had seemed vulnerable after 
their coach Ghaith Al Najjar 
walked out midway through 
tbe competition to join A) 
Orthodoxi, finished fifth and 
defied expectations by scoring 
an 80-78 win over Al Hussein 
in double overtime during tbe 
first round. 


Sydney-Hobart fleet 
decimated by raging seas 


SYDNEY (R) — An Austra- 
lian skipper in the Sydnejr-to- 
Hobarl Yacht Race survived 
six hours in wild seas after 
being swept overboard by a 
huge wave. * 

Raging seas and gales have 
dbcimated the fleet, sinking 
two boats and fordng almost 
half the lOS Yachts ti^ulf out 
of the race by late Tuesday, 
race officials said. 

“We got hit by a huge freak 
wave," John (^uinn. 49, said 
by radio from the yacht Atara 
which had rescued him. 

“I was on the helm and got 
pitched across the boat. 1 prob- 
ably took half the life lines with 
me. 1 certainly broke the safety 
harness 1 was on," he said. 

Sailing in his 13th Sydney-to- 
Hobarl Race, Quinn was 
washed off Mem at 11.00 p.m. 
(1200 GMT) Monday as the 
10.8 metre yacht was battered 
by 11 metre (33 feet) seas and 
40 knot gale force headwinds, 
race officials said. 

Oil tanker Ampol Sorell was 


diverted to search for Quinn 
and eventually spotted the re- 
flective tape on his lifejacket. i 

“Hedf was a veiy lucky guy. 
If a wave picked him up and 
threw him against the side of 
the ship he would have been 
gone," said Ampol Sorell Cap- 
tain_Bemie Holmes. 

Six hours later the dismasted 
yacht Atara, which had been 
heading back to Eden on the 
southern coast of New South 
Wales, picked up Quinn some 
60 nautical miles off Eden. 

The rest of Mem's crew, safe 
on board, had helped search 
for Quinn before leaving the 
race and motoring back to 
Eden. 

~*There are horrendous seas 
out there and very strong '45 
knot winds. The rescue of a 
yachtsman from the sea at 
night is nothing short of a 
miracle," said Leigh Minehan, 
commodore of the Crui»ng 
Yacht Club of Australia, race 
organiser. 


Super deluxe apartment, brand new, 175 sq.m, with garden 
and garage. Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 1 beautiful 
Kitchen, 2 bathrooms, guest WC. salorVliving room with open 
fireplace; perfect isolated against cold/heat; come arvd have 
a look at this “dream in while! 

Location: Umm Al Summaq. 

Tel: 699923 (also fax) or 810533 (from 6:00 p.m.). 


Deliize Ftorushed Apartment 

Abdoun, near the American Embassy. New build- 
ing with telephone, three bedrooms, three bath- 
ro(3ms, modem kitchen. 

Please call the owner: 695341/822080 


David Roberts / W.H. Barflett 

Exhibition and sale of 19th century 
original lithographs of the Holy Land, 
Jordan, Petra, Lebanon, and Egypt. 

Also Unique views of New York, 
Albany, Bc^on, and St. Petersburg. 

Marriott Hotel - Thursday 
December 30 at 11:00 a.m. 


During the second round, Al 
Watani sought the expertise of 
Homentmen's coach and con- 
solidated their position by up- 
setting AI Jalil 83-80 after 
overtime. 

However, they later lost 85- 
40 to Al Hussein who never- 
theless dropped to sixth place. 

Newcomers Al Ashrafieh 
and Al Wifaq had to be con- 
tent with only one season 
among the top teams and were 
relegated to the second divi- 
sion. 

According to JBF Vice Pres- 
ident Samir Janakat, the num- 
ber of teams in the first divi- 
sion is about to be lessened in 
an attempt to upgrade the 
competition among tbe coun- 
try’s best teams. 

According to the 1993 com- 
petition regulations, only one 
team, Homentmen. will join 
the first division in 1994 in 
which seven teams will be com- 
peting. However, as of the 
upcoming season, two teams 
will be relegated in 1994 and 
one team will to promoted. 
Thus the first division will in- 
clude only six teams instead of 
eight. The other teams will be 
competing in the second as 
well as third divisions. • 

With the completion of the 
first division championship, 
the JBPs 1993 activities will 
have been concluded except 
for the under-19 championship 
in which seven teams took 
part. 

Al Jazireh led the standings 
at the end of the first round 
before the tourney was put on 
hold pending the end of the 
Tawjihi examinations. 

LOTidng back at the past 
season, 1993 seemed to be a 
year of golden achievements 
for Ai Jazireh whose junior 
teams overcame A! Ahli and 
AI Onhodoxi to win the U-14 
and U-16 titles. Their women’s 
team also ended A! Orthodo- 
xi's undisputed reign to dinch 
the title for -the first time. 


In the second dixision, Ko- 
mentmen overcame Al .Abbasi 
to return to the first division, 
while Al Mafraq ann Anjarah 
dropped lo the ihi'.d division. 

liie JBF abruf.Iy cancelled 
the U-22 cf ipionship in 
which most tesrn^ uere to have 
competed, dr.'wjng vvide critic- 
ism from cluhv and coaches 
who emphasised the import- 
ance of preparing a young i 
national teanj and dted the | 
latest dtssapolnting results of ' 
the national team as a dear 
sign that the veterans had | 
given it all they've got and that 
it was time to pass the torch. ' 

The JBF's most-pressing 
task for 1994 seems to be giv- 
ing ample time and serious 
consideration for forming 
men's and women's national 
teams. 

Ater months of preparation 
(which cost the JBF over 
JD 55,000), the national 
team's dissapoiming 10th place 
at the Asian championshps M . 
officials and experts who had 
predicted the team would at 
least play for 5-9th plac« to 
voice concern that the men's 
basketball team was on tiie 
wrong track and that cancelling 
the U-22 competition would 
hinder efforts to prepare a new 
national team made up of 
younger players that would 
serv'e the game and the country 
for years to come. 

The womcn’.s team, which 
last represented Jordan in 
1983, seemed to be indefinitely 
forgotten. 

While the JBF named a new 
team in December 1992, all the 
regrouped players saw was a 
meeting with JBF officials last 
April in w*hich all players said 
they were ready to attend prac- 
tice whenever it was decided. 
The JBF had then promised 
practice would begin in a 
week's time. 

Therefore, 1994 might well 
be the year for a turning point 
in Jordanian basketball. 


STANDINGS 
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13 

13 

— 

1307 

60S 

26 

Orthodox! 

13 

12 

1 

1297 

756 

25 

Jazireh 

14 

10 

4 

1106 

957 

24 

Jam 

14 

7 

7 

1090 

971 

21 

Watani 

14 

6 

S 

8$1 

1069 

20 

Hussein 

14 

5 

9 

1016 

2045 

19 

AshraBdi 

14 

2 

12 

689 

1290 

16 

W*daq 

14 

— 

14 

578 

1270 

14 


NEED A JOB 
SRI LANKAN GIRL, 

13 years experience only tor a foreign family. 

Call this number: 862008 


FURNISHED DELUXE FLAT 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Area: 220 square metres, consisting of 3 bedrooms 
(one master, with bathroom), maid’s room, two 
glassed-in verandas, telephone, central heating. All 
utilities are separate. 

Location; Shmeisani, Tyche Hotel Street. 

Call tel: 816345 


HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 




Your birthstone. 

AJANI 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


For STOP For 

Rent Rent 

Luxurious furnished apartment 
(BRAND NEW) 

Location: Fifth Circle. 

Rrsl Floor, with a private garage* Fully furnished 
(brand new) •Three bedrooms^ Ail carpeted* 
Three bathrooms* Two living rooms* one sitting 
room* Central heating • Three entrances, 
glassed-in varanda • With a telephone as well. 

"Price is negotiable" 

For more informatfon please call: 

669484* 678617* 824328 


iCtawow 


TO.: 877<G0| IChieiia 


COWCORD 
CONCORD <1^ 


Show^ 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8'JO 

CONCORD '2* 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

- SbowK 12:30, 3^ 4:49. 6:30 

M America Plaar« 8;30 


TeL:«^| (SSI 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 

ALBASHA 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5:00. 6:30. 8 J0, lO-JO 

daily at 11:00 a.m. 

HOME ALONE “g” 


ta Td.: 634144 

pyw-AOELPHIA 

Demy Moore ... in 
HE BUTCHER’S WIFE 


1U.: 67SS71I 


Shnws: I13U. 3:.VI. 6:15. K:3U. 

Special show for children on 
Thu.. Fri.. Sal.. Sun. al 11:00 a.m. 

NIPUADRACOMS 


HitoB Al IMheiiM Thaateo 

presents a play entitled: 

ALIhnNuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Deoud Jala^l. Has- 
san Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tfekete are sold all day 


■ NabQ '& HMiarfTs 

AMUm ■waATWE 

The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMrr 

Dally 8:30 p.m. 

The teeatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 
English ^ynopste available 
Ita Theatre wffl be dosed fkma Dec. 24, 
1993 outs further 
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'Malaysia not ready for links erith Israel 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Malaysia's Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad said Tuesday that Kuala Lumpur would 
not establish diplomatic relations with Israel unless it declared 
a staK for the P^estinian pe^e. “Atdiou^ thme are Gulf 
states which have established diplomatic relations with Israel, 
we're not prepared because many things have yet to be done 
by Israel before we can accord it our recognition,” Mr. 
Mahathir va'-. quoted by the Bemama news agency as saying. 
He said that the Zsrael-Paiestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace accord in September was an “astounding 
development” but was not adequate because **there was no 
declaration on the part of Israel for a Palestinian state.” 

Jewish boy accused of killing Arab 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A 16-year-oid Jewish 
settler was charged Tuesday with the murder of a Palestinian 
farmer shot dead while ploughing his field in the occupied 
West Bank, Israeli army i^io said. It said polia were bolding 
the boy and two other Israelis from Sbilo settlement in 
connection with the killing on Dec. 9 of Mohammad Abu 
Awad, 51. from nearby Turmous Ayya village. Police sutunit- 
ted an indictment a^nst the boy in court accusing him of 
murder and asking that he remain in jail throughout the legal 
proceedings, the radio said. Police were considering diatging 
the other settlers, aged 35 and- 33. ' 

Kuwait gives Iraqis 6 more days to leave 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait-bas given Iraq an extra six days, until 
Dec. 31, to evacuate I^is who ended up living in Kuwmt 
when United Nations redrew the terder, a Forei^ 
^finistIy official said on Tuesday. The Iraqis began leaving in 
mid-December and Iraq had originally undertaken to evacuate 
them all by Dec. 25, said the offidd. “The United Nations 
Ii^-Kuwait Observer NGssion (UNIKOM) told us Iraq 
wanted to extend the deadline until the end of December 1993 
and we accepted,” he said. *They (the Iraijis) said residents of 
Umm Qasr (town) could not finish removing their belongings 
and they n^ed a few more days,” the offida) added. ■ 

[ Sudan coup trial adjourned 

I KHARTOUM (AFP) — Tlw tiial of 29 Sudanese accused of 
' ig to ov e rt h r ow the government of President Omar 
Al Bas^ was adjourned Tuesday untQ Jan. 13 to 
allow the prosecutioa time to notify absentee defendants to 
return to Sm^. Seventeen of the 29 accused are dnoad, 
mainly in Egypt, and failed to heed an earlier request by the 
attorney gene^ to report to investigators for mtenogation on 
the diaiges raised against them. The 12 defendants present for 
the trial were arrested eaiiier this year on charges of plotting- 
to destroy strategic instdlations and assassinate prenninent 
political figores to pave the way fw an armed invasion the 
rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army. The 17 absentee 
defendants inclu^ former Sudanese army Commander-in- 
chief Generd Fathi Ahmad Ali and former security drief 
Brigadier Al Hadi Bashra, a leading figure in the Cairo-based 
Su^mese o{:^x)sition. 

Minilb proves Neanderthals had Hiving spaces’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Researchers have authenticated wh^ 
ardiaeologists have long, telieved: Cayemen divid^ their 
li ving areas into distinct 'areas of actiWty, a setentist said 
Mot&y. “Th^ differentia^ between cooku^ and living 
space and working space,” Stei^ien Weiner, a diemist at 
tile Wdzmann Institute of Sdence iii Rehovot. Ht said tte 
findings were based on the use of a portable laboratory used in 
a cave sontfa of Haifa, nliere tiie skdetem o! a Neanderthal 
man was found in 1983. Ardiaeologists have knig believed tihat 
(fistinct piles animal bones and ashes found at cave ates 
indicated differentiated activity spaces for the cavemen who 
Gved between 100,000 and 40 jbO years ago: Cooldi^, garbage 
dumps and Ihong areas. Other sdentists theorised tiax other 
bones were absent only because they had been dissolved by 
ground water. The Weizinann Institute developed a personal 
computer, software and a portaUe infirared ^ tec teometer to 
analyse mineral deposits at cave ntes. Hieir findings at Mt. 
Carmel diowed that the theories of distinct bone pues were 
correct. 

Kurd militants threaten travellers 

BONN (R) — Militant Kurds Tuesday warned European 
tourists to stayottt of Turkey or risk death in guerrilla attadcs. 
Guerrillas fighting for Kurdish autonomy from Turkey would 
launch a campaign against tourism in the qning, Kani Yilmaz 
of the Kurdistan National Liberation Front (ERNK) fold die 
German magazine Stem. “I warn dl Europeans: Anybody 
who travels to Tbrkey puts his life at risk,” Mr. Yilmaz said in 
an intennew. “Every German mark dial a fonrist spends in 
Turkey means the death of one person in Rurefistan. That is 
\riiy the tourism industry b a serkns target for us.” 

Beirut gunman kills three brothers 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese man opened fire from a 
submachinegun on a fondly in Beimel eastern sector Tuesday, 
killing three brothers before be was shot dead by a fourth 
brother, police said. Salim Ildiael Salameh burst into the home 
of the shebadeh fondly in Beirat’s suburb of Sin Al Rl, killing 
the three mid wouiiding their mother and fourth brother, they 
s^. The fourth brot^, Mohammad, opened fire from his 
pistol at the gunman killing him. Mohammad and his modier 
were taken to hospital. Tbe motive behind the killings was not 
immediately known but an initial police report said Salameh 
was deranged. 

Strike closes Cyprus airports 

NICOSIA (AFP) — The Cypriot aiipo^ of Laroaca and 
Paphos were paralysed Tuesday by a public sector strike over 
wages, as banks a^ stayed dosed in a Christmas dispute. The 
dvil servants' union Paridi called die 24-hour strike to demand 
five per cent increase for their 10,500 members, retroactive to 
1992. The government has agreed on condition that salaries 
are frozen for the next three years, but Pasidy refuses. Banks 
were dosed Monday and Ttiesday because of a dispute with 
managers over holidays after Cta^mas fell on a'weekend. 

Kuwait appoints first woman ambassador 

KUWAIT CITY (APP) ~ Kuwait had named a woman 
amba^dor for the first time in its histoiy, officials here said 
Tuesday. Nabila Al Motta, sworn In Monday, was appointed 
ambassador to Qmbabwe. A graduate of the African 
Universify of Beirut, Ms. MoUa joined the fbrei^ ministry in 
1^ and served for 10 years at the Kuwaiti mission to the 
United Nations in New York. Women do not have the vote in 
Kuwait. 

One survivor in Armenian plane crash 

MOSCOW (R) A 23-year-old msm was thrown clear and 
survived when an airliaer crashed in western Armenia late 
Sunday in an accident in whidi at least 35 other people died, 
Russia's Interfox news agency reported Tuesday. News of the 
crash emerg^ on Monday but the Interfax report provided 
the first indication of a survivor. It quoted the head of an 
Armenian government investigation commission as saying the 
yoimg man fell from the tail area of the AN-26 as it broke up 
on landing in thick fog at Gyumri near the border with Turkey. 
Commission Chairman Stepan Badalyan said tiie twin-prop 
aircraft's tail hit the ground first after it missed the runway of 
the airport. It then burst into flames. Mr. Badalyan said the 
airliner was loaded with a supply of fuel for its return trip as 
well u two can which had foil tanks of petrol and this had 
eeuenboted to the inferno. 




DEEP DUTCH WATERS: Frias Maassens (left) and 
an imiilMirifieJ oo^ytt wade throng high water in 
one of Maassen* Greenhoase Thesday. Most of tiie 
« t ai wn g> to horticnltiml caused by racret 


floods in the Limburg regioD win not be covered fay 
j ncnmtirp poiides. Ihe damage in the Nethoiaiids is 
at more SlOO ndlBon (AFP {dado) 


Pilots’ cunning scuppered 
Russian kidnap — agency 


MOSCOW (R) — A 510 mil- 
lion kidnapping in southern 
Russia was foiled by two army 
pilots who tricked the gunmen 
into landing in the wrong 
place. Defence Minister. Pavel 
Grachev said Tuesday. 

The four gunmen had plan- 
ned to land their comman- 
deered helicopter in Khasavy- 
urt,' near the border of the 
rebel province of Chedinya. 
where Russian security forces 
have no control. 

^t the pilots, who volun- 
teered for the j(fo after the 
gunmen took nine teenageis 
and four adults hostage, di- 
verted in bad weather to 
Makhachkala on the Caspian 
Sea 80 kilometFes away. 

The kidnappers, who in- 
cluded a former Russian army 
flight navigator fired for 
drunkenness, failed to notice. 
They landed just outside the 
town in unfamiliar territory 
and'were captured within a few 
hours on Monday. 

Mr. Grachev told local nevrs 
:s — 
Valentin 
Padalko, an Afyhan yrar veter- 
an, and Captain Vladimir Ste- 
panov — had been recom- 
mended for top awards. . 

The 16 hostages, mainly 
Rusuan sdioolchildren, had 
been released unharmed ear- 
lier in dribs and drabs during a 
four-day odyssey along the 
northern frin^ of the Cau- 
casus mountains. 

Authorities said they had 
recovered virtually all the SIO 
million ransom paid to the 
kidnappers, who were led by 
thrice-convicted criminal 
Arslan Kasimov. 

The four gunmen were being 
held in solitary confinement in 
Makhachkala, capital of the 
semi-autonomous Republic of 
Dagestan. Interfax news agen- 
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cy said they were due to be 
flown back to Rostov-on-Don 
near the Sea of Azov, where 
the drama began last Thursday 
morning. 

Interfax quoted Mr. 
Grachev as saying that the plan 
was to make a dummy landing 
in Chechnya and then touch 
down in Khasavyurt, where 
accomplices were waiting with 
a helicopter and a car. 

The agency quoted Dagesta- 
ni Interior Ministry officials as 
saying the chances of catdiing 
the gunmen would have been 
“minimal” if they had landed 
in Khasavyurt, which is re- 
nowned as a den of thieves. 

Chechnya has been at log- 
gerheads with Moscow since 
dedaring independence — so 
far without international rec- 
ognition — in 1991 and Russia 
has no rontrol over the local 
security forces. 

Chechen leader Dzhokar 
Dudayev had promised to help 
capture the hijackers. But the 
wild terrain and the fiercely 
indepQpdertt -character of 1^ 
peo{>le would have gjven the 
men on the run a good chance 
of escaping with tiieir booty. 

Mr. Kasimov. 47, told inters 
rogators he had visited Kha- 
savyurt several times while 
planning the operation. 

Interfax said three of the 
prisoners •— Abdul Cafar 
Abdul Zhalimov. a 31-year-old 
Uzbek, Marat Kauzbekov, a 
29-year-old Kazakh living in 
Uzbekistan, and the navigator. 
Anatoly Mikheyev. 44. from 
the Ur^ dty of Sverdlovsk — 
had laid all the blame on Mr. 
Kasimov. 

He himself had admitted ev- 
erything, except Mr. 
Mikheyev's daim that some 
sort of organisation bad been 
behind the operation. 


Gamaa claims Cairo 
attack on tourist bus 


CAIRO (Agendes) — One of 
Egypt's two main militant 
movements, Al Gamaa Al IsJa- 
■miya (Islamic Group), said it 
carried out a bomtAand-gun 
attack on a tourist bus in wfoch 
eight Austrians and eight 
Egyptians were injured. 

The Egyptian semi-official 
new^per Al Ahram said the 
Cainaa had distributed a state- 
ment daiitnng responsibility. 
^The London-based ArJric 
newspapm* Al Hayat said it 
received a fox from tfae Gamaa 
sa)U^ it mounted Monday's 
attadt “in revenge for the 
deatii sentences earned out re- 
ceoify on several members of 
tiie Gamaa.” 

Ai Ahram quoted a police 
source as saying investigators 
believed the same hit team 
shot dead a policeman at a 
Cairo dnema on Dec. 9 and a 
police intelligence colonel on 
Dec. 28. 

The Gamaa, which has been 
waging a campaign of violence 
for two years to overthrow the 
government and turn Egypt 
into a strict Islamic state, 
claimed responsibility for both 
murders in faxes to news orga- 
nisations. 

Egyptian authorities have 
hanged 29 militants this year, 
the largest number of execu- 
tions for political crimes in any 
year this century. 

At least 10 were known to be 
members of the Gamaa, in- 
duefing a man hanged on Dec. 
16 who the Gamaa said was 
plotting with army officers to 
kill President Hosni Mubarak. 

Tbe director of Qasr Al 'Ain 
hospital, where the ei^t in- 
jured Austrians were taken af- 
ter the bus attack, said three of 
them flew home on Monday 
night on a specially-equipped 
Austrian medical plane. 

He said the two most 
teriously wounded remained in 
intensive care and had under- 


gone several operations. One 
was a 25-year-old man who had 
a bullet in the brain the 
other a 25-year-old won^n in- 
jured in the leg. 

The Interior ^fi^istry said 
the attackers threw two bombs 
at the bus near an ancient 
mosque in old Cairo and fired 
shots from a nine-millimetre 
pisttti. One bomb exploded 
outside die bus and the other 
inside. 

Witnesses in Cairo said four 
militants on focycles hurl^ a 
bomb and fired on tbe tour bus 
taking 19 Austrians around the 
historic sites of old Cairo, a 
poor Coptic Christian district. 

The attack was the first 
commando-style strike on fore- 
igners in the Egyptian capital. 

Similar attacks on foreigners 
have taken over the past three 
months in Algeria, where Isla- 
mic fundamentalists are in a 
state of virtual civil war with 
the authorities. 

The Austrian ambassador in 
Cairo meanwhile issued a 
warning advising Austrians not 
to visit Cairo on the Nile Val- 
ley. 

3 killed io boM-up 

Three people were killed 
and three others wounded late 
Monday when gunmen burst 
into a Jewelleiy store and 
opened fire, police said. 

An unknown number of 
gwtmcn shot dead the owner, 
his brother and a third person 
thought to be a shopper, be- 
fore fleeing with a large quanti- 
ty of gold jewellery, said 
police. 

Police sealed off the area 
after the attack in the working 
class Matarieh district- 

.In Assiyut, two people were 
injured Monday when polire 
tried unsuccessfolly to ^est 
militants suspected of shooting 
dead four policemen, security 
sources said. 


Rabin 
apologises 
to Norway 

KYRIAT SHMONA, Iwael 
(Agencies) — Prime Minister 
Yi^ak Rabin publicly apoU>- 
gsed to Norway on Tuesday 
after . Israeli tankfire killed a 
Norwegian U.N. soldier in 
southern Lebanon. 

“We send our expression of 
regret and sorrow to the 
Norwegian government," Mr. 
Rabin told reporters in English 
during a tour of the “security 
zone” Israel occupied in South 
Lebanon. 

“It was caused by a terrible 
mistake,” he said, pledging to 
do everting possible to pre- 
vent a repetition. 

A second Norwegian serving 
in the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
was wounded in Monday's inci- 
dent, which led to an official 
protest by the Norwegian gov- 
ernment. 

The army has appointed a 
senior officer to investigate the 
death of private Gorm 9)^!!^'- 
nar, 22. ^ 

Israeli military sources at 
first reported the tank opened 
up against *l»roicious” move- 
ment, but a uNIFIL spokes- 
man said the Israeli army told 
him the firing was unautho- 
rised. 

“These sort of things keep 
happening because there's a 
tendency to fire first and ask 
questions later," said Timur 
Goksel, a spokesman for UNI- 
FIL. “Tbe trouble in South 
Lebanon is that everyone is too 
quick on the trigger.” 

He said tfae shooting did not 
appear to be intentional but 
was a case of “bad fire disci- 
pline” in which the Israeli tank 
commander opened fire from 
3.56 kilometres distance with 
only night-vision glasses to 
verify the target. 

A total of 195 U.N. soldiers, 
including 20 Norwegians, have 
been killed in South Lebanon 
since the force was set up to 
help the Lebanese government 
regain control of the area after 
Israel's 1975 invasion. 

A Nepalese soldier was kil- 
ted by Israeli-allied militiamen 
in January and a Fijian was 
killed by Israeli helicopter fire 
last year. U.N. soldiers were 
also targetted by guerrillas who 
killed an Irish soldier and a 
Nepalese peace keeper. 

Moshe Fogul, an army 
spokesman, said Monday's 
shooting took place at ni^t 
and in an area where there 
were frequent clashes with 
Lebanese guerrilla forces. 


Arafat to meet 
reformist team 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Senior 
Palestinian officiate pressing 
for more democracy in the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) are due to meet 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat here 
next week, a Palestinian offi- 
cial said. 

The delegation will consist 
of seven ^estinians from the 
occupi^ territories and the 
diaspora, led by Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, a founding member of 
the PLO and chief negotiator 
at the bilateral talks with Israel 
in Washington, said the offi- 
cial. who requested anonym- 
ity. 

The PLO Executive 
mittee was handed a petition 
10 days ago signed by 120 
Palestinian political figures de- 
manding democrat and re- 
spect for human rights within 
the PLO and in Palestiniw 
institutions due to be set up in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jeri^o. 

At least six of the 12 mem- 
bers of the PLO Executive 
Committee supported tfae peti- 
tion, the source sad. 

He named them as 
Mahmoud Abbas, Suleiman 
Najjab, Jamal Surani, Yasser 
Amr, ^mir Gosheh and Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo. 

Mr. Arafat agreed to receive 
the delegation “under press- 
ure,” the official said. 

Some membeis of the PLO 
leadership have also signed an 
internal memorandum criticis- 
ing Mr. Arafat’s grip on the 
PLO's apparatus and calling 
for more democracy in the 
organisation's affairs, another 
reliable source said. 

On Monday, Mr. Arafat cal- 
led on three youth leaders 
from his Fateh wing to recon- 
sider their decision to quit, 
Palestinian sources said. 

The three leading figures in 
the Palestinian intifoda against 
the Israeli occupation resigned 
Sunday in protest at Mr. Ara- 
fat's decision to name a 13- 
member council to head Fateh 
operations in the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafot said the three 
“had.no reason to resign" dur- 
ing a telephone conversation 
wit fr Sami Abu .Samh^aqa, 


head of Fateh's office in Gaza 
City and one of those who quit. 

The PLO leader said the 
resignations had stemmed 
from a misunderstanding and 
promised “serious changes wiU 
be carried out” in the Fateh 
leadership in Gaza in order to 
satisfy the three. 

Fateh warning 

Fateh has told Pal^tinian 
“criminal elements” In the 
Gaza Strip to st<^ a wave of 
impersonating political activ- 
ists to extort money, a senior 
Fateh official in Gaza said 
Tu^ay. 

Sonfyan Alai 23edah said 
Fateh issued a statement warn- 
ing impersonators would be 
punisbed because of a sharp 
rise in extortion by criminals 
claiming to belong to tbe Fateh 
Hawlu in the impoverished 
strip. 

Palestinians of the strip, due 
to be handed over to a Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority, say tht 
if anything the area has be- 
come more anarchic since the 
PLO signed a peace agreement 
with Israel in September. 

“Some criminal elements go 
to merchants and sht^sowners 
and say Fm from the (Fateh) 
Hawks, give me a thousand 
dinars or two thousand di- 
nars,” Mr. Abu Zeidah told 
Reuters. 

“We issired the statement 
because there has been a rise in 
these crimes in the last two or 
three montte,” he added. He 
said those caught would be 
punished but did not ^ve de- 
tails. 

The Palestinian Al Ouds 
newspaper on Tuesday para- 
phrased the Fateh statement as 
saying those who continued 
this kind of activity could be 
shot if necessary. 

“Everyone who does this is 
from the class of thieves and 
degenerates and must be 
crushed underfoot... whoever 
commits these excesses will 
have the sternest steps taken 
(against him) which could 
ne^ shooting him.” the news- 
paper quoted the statement as 
sa^^ng. 


U.'S. acknowledges 
Libya sanctions hole 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States Monday 
acknowledged that foreign 
subsidiaries of U.S. companies 
may escape sanctions aimed at 
curbing Iwsiness with Libya. 

State Department spokes- 
man David Johnson fold that 
as a result, the administration 
has recently pressed U.S. allies 
to ensure enforcement in their 
countries of United Nations 
Security Council sanctions 
aimed at freezing certain Li- 
byan assets and ban the sale of 
certain equipment to Lil^. 

Mr. Johnson was responding 
to a report in Monday's New 
Yoric Times that said Amer- 
ican corporations have used 
foreign subsidiaries to conduct 
business openly with Cuba and 
Libya. 

He did not confinn the story 
directly but cold reporters: 
“With certain exceptions 
such as Cuba, U.S. economic 
sanctions programmes as a rule 
do not se^ to regulate activi- 
ties by foreign subsidiaries of 
U.S. companies.” 

He said this loophole was 
allowed “in order to avoid 
potentially serious conflicts of 
jurisdiction with our major 
tniifing partners.” 

Mr. Johnson, asked if the 


United States was concerned 
trhat deals were taking place 
despite embargo efforts, said: 
“Because of that concern 
we're working with our allies 
and <Mher countries to ensure 
full enforcement of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
883 which imposes certain 
asset freezes on the govern- 
ment of Libya and ubyan- 
owned companies and impo^ 
lestrictions on certain equip- 
ment sales to Libya.” 

The United States had made 
the case for tight enforcement 
fueviously wiffi its allies. 

But it gave the effort re- 
newed vigour in recent months 
when Libya continued to resist 
U.S. and British demands to 
turn over two suspects wanted 
in .the 1988 bombing of Pan 
Am Right 103 over L^kerbie, 
Scotland, he said. 

Mr. Johnson said he did not 
know if these efforts had met 
with success. 

The New York Times re- 
ibat rules governing 
are so loosely drawn 
Chat law enforcement offidais 
have had to abandon or l^k 
away from several investiga- 
tions of American companies 
suspected of doing illegal busi- 
ne^ abroad. 


Kurds, Islamists fight in Erbil 


ANKARA (R) — Heavy fight- 
ing raged around the northern 
Iraqi town of Erbil Tuesday 
between Jaial TaJabani's Kur- 
dish guerrillas and Islamic 
Kurds, according to a third 
Kurd^ group trying to en- 
force a ceasefire. 

“Rghting is continuing for 
the third day after a ceas^re 
was supp 9 $edly to take efTeci.” 
Safeen Dizayee. representative 
of the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KOP) in Ankara told 
Reuters. 

Iraqi Kurds have controlled 
the north since shortly after the 
1991 Gulf war over Kuwait. 
They are protected Presi- 
dent Saefoam Hussein's gov- 
ernment in Baghdad by West- 
ern air power based in Turkey. 

The KDP, led by Masoud 
Batzani. and Mr. Talabani's 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) are the main parties in 
tnhe Kurdistan government. 
Fighting between the PUK and 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
movement broke out more 
than a week ago. 

Iraqi newspapers in Bagh- 
dad ran prominent reports of 
fighting in the north, describ- 
ing it as a "dvil war” among 
“bandits and hooligans.” 


“Where is the 'safe haven' 
which America promised the 
Kurds?" asked the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah. 

Travellers reaching 
government-controlled areas 
spoke of widespread looting 
and arson. 

“The Islamic Movement of 
Kurdistan (IMK) is armed to 
the teeth with rocket launchers 
and heavy artiilery.” one said. 

Mohammad Zejjari, the 
U.N. coordinator in Iraq, told 
^uters in Baghdad the fight- 
ing was hampering distribution 
of food and friel. He said he 
was “very concerned” about 
the safety of U.N. and relief 
agency workers. 

Mr. Talabani's Peshmerga 
guerrilias have overrun an 
IMK televirion station. 

But monitors said tbe fun- 
damentalists' radio station was 
still On the air and broadcast a 
report that more than 250 PUK 
guerrillas had been killed in 
the conflict. 

The DUP’s Dizayee said 
there, were no accurate casual- 
ty figures bur at least 18 people 
were reponed killed by last 
Friday. 

KDP leader Barzani. in a 
radio and television speech on 


Monday night, accused Mr. 
Talabani's forces of prolonging 
the fighting after a ceasefire 
proclaimed by the Kurdistan 
government on Saturday. 

Mr. Barzani said the IMK 
had started the clashes but 
PUK Peshmerga attacked the 
movement's Ireadquarters in 
Bitawata in violation of the 
truce, Mr. Barzani's Ankara 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Barzani said Jabbar 
Perman', the Peshmerga 
affairs minister from the PUK 
wing of tbe Kurdish govern- 
ment, had been sent to the 
ro consolidate the ceasc- 
st led the PUK attack 



"We do not want to take 
sides to this but we can't stand 
by as observers as cititt foil 
under fire by heavy weapons 
and make people's lives un- 
bearable,” Mr. Barzani said. 

Mr. Dizayee said Saturday's 
ceasefire was broken by both 
sides within hours, 

IMK le^er Sheikh Osman 
Abdul Aziz surrendered to 
•KDP forces after the PUK 
«ptured liis headquaitera in 
Bitwata on Saturday, Mr. 
Dizayee said. 
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Clinton’s hunting 
angers antmal 
rights group 

TAYLORS ISLAND. MD 
(R) ^ Angering an animal 
rights group, rru^idcni Bill 
Cinton went duck hunting 
Monday morning .ind re- 
ported shooting at just one 
duck. After two hour^, Mr. 
Clinton, who advocates 
strong gun control mea- 
sures. returned to a lodge 
on the Mar)']and ctvist to 
say he believed that repre- 
sentative Bill Brewster, an 
Okbhoma Democrat, had 
killed the duck. “We both 
shot ax it. but 1 think he 
killed it,” the proidenr 
said. In a letter delivered to 
the White House before be 
left, Mr. Clinton w:is criti- 
cised by the Fund for 
Animals Inc. an animal 
rights group. “Your dca- 
sion to shoot, and possibly 
cripple. duck.s for your 
mere amusement repre- 
sents an obvious departure 
from your commitment to 
oppose gratuitous harm to 
animate." wrote Wayne 
Paceile, national director of 
the organisation. In addi- 
tion to Mr. Brewster, the 
president's hunting party 
includ^ John Dingell, a 
Michigan Democrat, and 
an aide to Mr. Brewster. 
“This is tbe first chance I 
have had to go" hunting, 
Mr. Clinton said when 
asked by reporters before 
the excursion why he chose 
to bravo the freezing 
temperatures just hours be- 
fore heading to Arkansas 
for a holiday break with his 
family. Mr. Cinton, who 
has said he used to shoot 
with a .22-calibre rifle when 
he was a kid. borrowed a 
22-gauge . Winchester rifle 
from Mr. Brewster for 
Monday's hunt, an aide 
said. 


Drummer, pianist 
and aingerwn 
jaz 2 awards 

WASHINGTON (R) - 
Drummer Louis l^llson, 
pianist Ahmad Jamal and 
singer Carmen McRae 
were named winners Mon- 
day of (be Jazz Master Fcl- 
tow^ips by the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 
The federal arts agency said 
the three jazz stars will be 
awarded S20.000 fel- 
iow^ips in Boston on Jan. 

14 by National Endowment 
for the Arts Chairman Jane j 
Alexander. Ttie agency has ^ 
been awarding the fel- 
lowships honouring stats of 
the American jazz wortd 
since 19^. The three new . 
winners will join the ranks 
of such past recipients as 
Ella Rtzgenild. Joe Wil- 
liams, Dorothy Donegan 
and Max Roach. Tbe three 
new winners bring the total 
to 40 who have received Uk 
award for significant, con- 
tributions to the AmericaD 
jazz art form. 

Diana checks 
jeans, lingerie 
and perfume 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Britain's Princess Diana 
was in frigid Washington 
for a private visit and post- ■ 
Christmas shopping tour 
Monday that included 
trying on blue jeans, snt^ 
fing expensive perfume and 
checking lingerie. The . 
estranged wife of Prince 
Charles, heir to the British . 
throne, was staying at the 
Brazilian embu^ as the 
guest of friends, Amba.ssa- 
dor Paulo Tarso Flecha De 
Lima and his wife Lucia, 
during a private visit, (he 
British embassy said. The 
Princess, who recently 
announced she was curtati- .ji 
ing her official duties to * 
lead a more private lifS'' 
attracted crowds as she did 
some shopping in a 
Washington mull Monday- 
She loaded down her body" . 
guards with items in bae 
from several shops, accom* 
ins to the Washintfon Po5(, 
umich reported tnat Piifl' 
cess Diana tried on sizc-ii 
blue jeans, sniffed sojn* 
S175 a-half-ounce perfome 
and browsed through sow 
lingerie. TTie paper quoted 

Rebecca Sicccl, 18, a DafN 
mouth College student 
working as a salesgirl due* 
ing Christmas vacation* 
chat she asked Princess Dt* 
ana if she wanted some 
help as the princess went, 
through a stack of Nw 
jeans. “I was really _nc^; 
vous, bur she was so nt^ 
Siegel was quoted, 
wasn't at all .pretentioot- 
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